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| A 
MOST GODLY, RELIGIOVS, 
and deleftable Dialogue , teaching the true 
and ready way , by which we may at- 


tayne to the perfe&t louc of 
God . (*>*) 


CHAPTER :. 
Defre goeth on Pilgrimage. 


== 7 Herelived ſometimes ina vaſt 
= | and ſolitarie deſert, aholy & 
= 22 Religious Father, whoſe chie- 
2A WSad felt carc, and daylic exerciſe, 
Wy »E was with faſting , watching, 
Ea and praying , continually to 
ſerue God. This holy Father was moucd oh a 
time with a zealous and hartie defire, to finds 
out the true & ready way, (if poſsibly he cold,) 
to true wiſdome, and the loue of God. There- 
fore hereſolued with himſelfe to trauaile ouer 
the whole world, if happely he could findea 
Maſter able to inſtru and dire him hercin. 
With thus reſolution he departed from his Cell, 
= A ij. and 
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and 'then firſt begatine his determined journey. 
Now. after this holy Father, (whome we will 
call, D-fiderius or Defrre)- had meaſured thede- 
ſertwith along and weariſome trauaile, he firſt 
encountred a reuerende old ſheepheard : who 
fedde his flocke, ina pleaſant greene meddow, 
beautified with variety of fweet ſmelling flow- 
ers : with the ſight of whome, being greatly 
comforted : hauing long trauailed, & yetmette 
with no man, he ſaluted himin manner follow- 
ing. My louing Brother, now thanked be God 
who hath dire&ed me to meete you here. To 


whome the ſheepheard returned anſwere : I 


Iikewiſc am gladde of this our meeting : tel me, 
what ſeeke you in this ſolitary deſert 2 I ſccke 


ub Defirea certayne Knight, who as I'vn- 


crſtand is trauailed this way. 
CH ar PTER. fy 4 
He inſ(trulteth Prelates « HEE 
Kg tuall Paſtors. on | 
"His Pliny, & this Paſtor, thus metteto-+ 
. gither , Deſire attentiuely noted with ad- 
mviration, the great care, and diligence, which 
this good open np vied, towards the flocke 
committed to his charge, firſt, he had in his 
hand a rodde, or wande, on his right ſide,there 
hong a ſcrippe,or bagge: on his Sk weare 
wodden pattens, his garment was a long coatez 
va his lefte fide, at hys girdle, there hong alitile 


horne, 
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horne, and on his right fide, an other ſome- 
what greater, two great dogges' followed him 
on each ſide, and falt by , was his homely: cot- 
tage, fenſed & compatled about with buſhes, 
and thornes. The ſheepheard, perſeauing how 
attentively Deſire beheld and noted him, asked 
ofhim, the cauſe thereof: and if he never had 
ſcene a ſheephicard before? D E. Truely Bro- 
ther, I have oft ſcene manie, butneuerone ſo 
well prouided as your ſelfe, wherefore pardon 
me: and if it be not troubleſome to you, ari- 
ſweare me to that I ſhall aske of you . SH. 
Youſhall not be offenſiue to me, if yourde- 
mandes, be but fuch as I may anſwere',' DE. 
Wherefore doe you carric this ſtaffe' in your 
hande 2 -S H. Imeruailenotalittle, why you 
aske me that, for conſidering, your ſelfe are 4 
Sheepheard, as Iam, howe can you be igno«» 
rant ofthe vſe of it ? I'vſethis ſtaffe, both for 
my ayde, and ſtay, that going vp and downe, 
with my ſheepe, I ſtumble not and fall': and 
alſo , therewith I order and rule my flocke, 
direQing them therewith *, to keepe' their 
right way., and prohibiting them , to wan= 
der and-ſtray , but to' keepe togither', not. 


allowing each one to goe ſcuerall wayes : "for 


if anie one chanceto feuer from my flocke, 
or to follow after anic other, then my ſelfe, 
with this Raffe,cnforce hum & driue him, varill 
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he vnite himſelfe againe to his fellowes. DE. 
What doe you carry inthis Scrippe that you 
weare? $ H. Foure thinges : A tinder boxe 
to ſtrike fire, wherewithin colde winter I may 
' warme my ſelfe, and dreſle ſuch meate as ſer- 
ueth my fellowes, and me, alſo bread, onyons, 
a box of oyntment, and ſalt, whereofeſpecial- 
ly, Ioftgue my ſhepe. DE. Why doe you 
weare wodden pattenson-your feete. SH. To 
keepe me warmein Winter, whenitis Froſt, 
and Snow:forif I ſhould weare more coſtly, or 
curious, they would ſoone be worne out with 
much going about. D E. What fignifieth this 
long garment that you wearce 2 $ H. This is 
my habit, without which, no man would know 
me to bea ſheephearde. D E. Whercofis this 
arment made? SH. of ſheepeskinnes. DE. 
ight it not bee made of Wolues or other 
beaſts skinnes ? No,for my ſheepe would caſi- 
lie finde that by the ſmell , and fo wouldepre- 
ſently fly away from me : but ſeeing me cladde 
in their owne $þinnes they loue and followe 
me continually. D E. What haue you in the 
horne that hangeth on your left fide 2 SH. 
An qgyntment, wherewith Idreſſe my ſheepe | 
that be infeed with the ſcabbe. D E. What - | 
in the bigger, thathangeth on the right fide? | 
S H. Amarking ſtone, whereby I know them 
from other mens ſheepe. D E. For what > | 
e $7 | Eo oc 
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doeyou keepe theſe dogges ? SH. They barke 
in the night,and _ away the wolues,where- 
—_ by,both my ſheepe be inmore let, 0d Imy 

|  ſelfe take my reſt more quietly, D E. Wh 


+ are you ſo carefull ouer this your charge ? SH. 
*_ Becauſe I haue a kindeand Countfall Maſter, 
"——_ who hath promiſed me a great rewarde, al- 
1 though Idoeitnotin regardeof rewarde, but 
-» | | matherfortheloueTbearetohim. 
fr  __ CHAPTER. . 
$1 Of the ſame Argument. 
"— ESIRE now promes into great admira- 
Yu tion with him ſelfe, and was greatly plea- 
"_ ſed, hearing that this ſheepheard did vndertake 
_ this charge for loue, and ſaid to him. My bro- 
Tr ther, conſidering you couerſe for the moſt part 
E in theſe pleaſant fieldes, can you certifieme of 
_ acertayne Knight which wandereth ſolitarily, 
——_ vp and downe alone ? by reaſon that being 
es | expelled his poſſeſſion by his owne ſubjeQes, 
de hes conſtrayned to ſceke ſome place ofabode 
a where he may reſt and ſettle him ſelfe. SH. 
"ha What is the name of this Knight, you enquire 


after? DE. Heis called, the Love of God. S H. 
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der vp and downe to ſecke him, hee loueth 
ſheepheardes, and willingly conuerſeth with 
them. And although he be a noble, and renow- 
med knight, yet %, 4 notwithſtiding the ſoune 
-of a ſheepheard . But perceauing thee , to be a 
-man ofa weake, and Lkes conflitation , and 
wnfitte of thy ſelfe, towndertakethe chargeof 
' iy flocke, not able to follow them, through 
this ſolitarie deſert , T thinke jt meete , thou 
ſhouldeſt affay an other journey . D E. What 
other journey doe you aduiſe me to take ? SH. 
Firſt muſt you paſſe through this ſolitaric de- 
ſert, atid-not farre hence, ſhall you findea faire 


and ſtately Monaſteric : this Monaſterie is in- . 


Habited only with Virgins, of whome you ſhal 
tearnethe Lode of this Knight: for ſuch is the 
curteſfie, affabilitie,and honeſt carriage ofhim, 
that willingly, he conuerſeth-with all, that ſeeke 
after him . This diſcourſe of the ſheepheard, 
. Pleaſed Derire not a little, and the rather, being 
Putin hope, by himto finde out the Lowe of 
-Ged. -Who ſaid to him, teach me, Ipray you 
the ready way that I muſt take : leaſt that per- 
= through ignorance, I happe to goc awry. 
S H.'lmay notmy felfetorſake my flocke, yet 
willT appoint theeaconuenient companion in 
thisthy journey ; who accompaning thee, that 
bythe afliſtance-of God , thou ſhaltnot eaſely 

goc out ofthy-way:take here with thee this my 


dogge.. 


>” I” 


wo 


* = = wo myo» 0 


Ss > d 
c 


— 


©. =» ——_ W vW W_ Wo 


kin OR So. 3: . 0 . As . 


DESIDERIVS. 9 
dogge. DE. Whatis his name > SH. Good 
will, D E. Farewell my Brother . SH. And 
you alfo , to whome I wiſh a proſperous jour- 


CHAPTER. 4. 
| Of the houſe of Hamilitie. 

Ere Deſire leauing the Sheepheard , vn- 
dertoke his journey, accopanied with his 
dogge running by his fide: which was no little 
comfort to him on the way , and now having 
trauailed, many dayes, and nights,he entred on 
a Sonday, into a molt pleaſant greene medow, 
ſeated ina dry, and rocky ſoyle, whercat, De- 


ney. 


' ſiremeruailednot alittle, to ſee ſo pleaſant, and 


ſo greenea meddow, lying inſo ſtony, and fo 
barraine a place , overgrowne aboute , with 
buſhes, and thornes. Andentring farther in, 
he found there builte, a ſtately , faire Monaſte- 
rie: the fight whereof, pleaſed hum much. But 
comming neare; he found the gates ſhut, anda 
certayne Virgin ſtanding without,modeſtas to 
him ſeemed, bothin her attire, and behawour; 
who at the fight of Deſrres dogge, beganne 
to beatrayd . Whome Deſwre comforted, and 
bidde not to feare , aſſuring. her , his dogge 
would not hurte her . And mervailing , to 
ſee her ſtand thus alone without, he.deman- 
ded of her, why ſhee ftoode there, who an- 
ſcared hun, that ſheg expeRed the opening; 
| z. 
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of the gates to goe in. Then on farther 


her name of her,ſhe anſ{wered,ſaymg;] am cal- 
called YVame-glorie. Now Deſire having long 
expected the opening of the gates, and per- 
ceuing his attendance to be all in vaine, be- 
gy_ to call, and knocke at the gate with a 
amrner , hanging thereat, called Longavimitie, 
& preſently came forth an auncient reuerende 
man , who opened the gate . This man was 
called the Feare of God, who was both porter 
and keeper of all this Monaſterie , whome 
Defire ſeing,and finding a grauc and wife reue-+ 
rende man , was greatly cheared in beholding 
him,and after due reuerence done to him,ſpake 
to him in wanner following. Good Sir (quoth 
he, ) my comming hither , is to ſecke out a 
Knight, called the Lowe of God, Who as Iam 
tolde , is travailed through this deſert,and hath 
his abodenow in this Monaſtery , wherefore 
Ihumbly defire of you, to know if he be here 
within or no . Atthis demand ofhis , the por- 
ter rejoyced,for he loued the Lowe of Godeuen 
as his owne Brother, & asked ofhim, why he 
ſought ofter this Knight, DE. Iſeeke himnot 
- only becauſe Iam greatly delighted with him, 
but alſo becauſe it 18 very behouefull for me to 
finde him z FEARE OF GOD. What 2 haue 
youany thing ſo ſecret that you dare not re-+ 
vale it 2 DE. Truely Sir. only I defire his 
| : COINS 
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company and conuerſation, and wiſh I were 
his ſervant to attend on him, coueting nothing 
more than ſuch a Maſter and inſtruQter, for in 
all this country , I cannot finde a Maſter an- 
ſwerable to my minde,although many haue bin 
willing to entertayne me. But I have learned 
from many,that the Lowe of god, is a moſt noble 
gentle, and bountifull Maſter : whoin that he 
15rich, often beſtoweth great preferments on 
his ſeruits. FEARE OF GOD. Trueitis,he 
paſſed, his way accopanied but with fewe, who 


. (atthispreſentis not within, but haue patiencea 


while, & I will call a Virgin to you,whois able 

to dire you, where you ſhall finde him out. 

CHAPTER. 5. 
How Vaine-glory watcheth at the gate. 

M Eanc time,now Deſire joyfully expeRed 
the comming of the Porter, and Virgin 
he ſpake of, & not weighting long, there came 
to him a modeſt and ſeemely Virgin,who falu- 
ring him curteouſly, was in like manner reſalu- 
againe, of whome Deſire craued her name, 
who an{wered, my name 1s called Nbr-perſo, 
becaufe Ientermedle not in ſuperfluous & vn- 
neceſſary thinges , and demanding farther the 
name of the Monaſterie, ſhee told himitwas 
the houſe of Humltie, becauſe within, there 
dwelt many virgins, who liued vnder the obe- 


ph VE. : what 
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what maide is that which ſtandeth without the 
gate, her name quoth ſhe, is called Yaine-glory: 
who fitteth continually at this gate vntill it be 
opened,and then, if the Porter be negligent, & 
looke not ſtritly to his office, (butleaue open 
the gates) ſheepreſently entreth. Why do you 
notadnmut her in ſaid Defire, conſiderng both 
in ſpcech, habit, & geſture,ſhe ſeemeth modeſt, 
vertuous, & honeſt. You know not (quoth the 
V rgn)her conditions, I perceaue: For I aſſure 
you, ſhee is a moſt dangerous beaſte, for how 
much the more modeſt, & religious ſhe ſemerh 
by her externall carriage, ſo much I holde her, 
tobe more dangerous. What, ſaith Deſire, doth 
ſhe atany time hurt you? yea truly ſaid the Vir 
gin, ſofarreaslicth in her power : her father is 
a wicked man, called Se/fe Lowe, her mether as 
111,called Se/fe Eftimation,neither hane we three 
greater encmies in all the world, and farther, 
they are enemies to the Loxe of God, a' Knight 
who is Maſter of this 'Monaſtery,in which we 
live.” And thatyou may farther know , what 
hurt V awe-slory doeth vs : Ifay, fo ſoone as 
ſheeenterethin ; ſhecis ſo gluttenous, and ra- 
vening;that firſt ſhee goeth into our Orchards, 
'& there deuonrerh, and eateth yp al our fruite, 
which is both faire & good, which is the fruite, 
weehaveto live with , neyther haue we more 
than one tree of ut, whuchcarngth ſo litle, chat 


cpa 
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Hardly are we ſuſteyned therewith, which be- 
ing taken away from vs, by Vaize-glory, we 


'remaine ſo poore, thatnothing is left vs. And 


yet worſe than this, after ſhee1s once come in, 
ſhee 1s ſo crafty , and deceitfull , that we can- 
not expcll her , labour we never ſo much ,vn- 
till wee call the aſſiſtance of our Mother, at 
whoſe only ſight, ſheerunneth away : where- 
fore wee thinke it good, not to admitteherat 
all, whjch to preuent, wee purpoſely keepe 
this Porter, continually at our gate, who isa 
ſcuere and ſterne man, and ſbll Churteth the 
gate, that{hee cannot enter : whome wee in» 
treate to be circumſpe&, that when hee ad- 
mitteth any. , hee through negligence, leaue 
not open the gate. Defire ſtoode amaſed, at 
the diſcourſe ofthis Vargin, and replicd , con- 
fidering ſheeis ſo dangerous an enemy to you, 
you cannot be too carefull, to kecpe herout 
of your houſe. 


CHADTER.6. 


By what meanes, we may at- 

wy game to Humilitic.. CE, 
TD##. continuing his ſpecch with this 
Virgin, asked her who brought herinto 
that goodly and Religious Monaſtery , a» 
dorned , and. ſhining , with ſo rare. vertues, 
Tivo Virgins (quoth ſhce) guided me hither, 
; | whereof 
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whereofthe oneis called Contempt of the world, 

a Virgin cndued with ſinguler vertues the 0- 

ther called Cortempr of her ſelfe , exceeding the 

firſt by many degrees. Theſe two Virgins lea- 

ding mein, cntreated our Mother and Miſtris 
to receaue me, which notwithſtanding ſhe had 

notdone, but for the loue of a certayne Knight, 
which mette vs in our journey , & came in here 
with vs, who beſtowed on me this habite I 
weare, and admitted me into the ſociety of his 

Virgins, and hadit not beene graunted vs by 

ſpecuall grace, that, that Knight hadentredin 
hither with vs, Thad never beene receaued, but 
had loſt my labour. D E. Whatis the nameof 
the Knight you ſpeake of 7 V IR GIN: The 

Lowe of God.It pleaſed deſire much, that the Love 

of God was of that account, that ſo many , and 

cat thinges where done : only for his ſake, 

and now he beganne more earneſtly to Deſire 

-his preſence,a'd ſayde. DE. Deare iſter, tell 
me what were the parents of theſe two Vir- 

gins, which brought you hither, for it auaileth 

much to the honeſty and reputation 'of a man, 

to be borne of honeſt and vertuous parents;for 

commotily the tree taketh the vertue from the 

roote. V IR I knowe right well their parents 

names, their father is one of chiefeſt authoritie 

in our Princes palace, who is called, To krowe, 

alſo I kwoweas well ther grand-father, whoſe 

name 
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name is To Conſider, who is a wiſe and diſcreete. 
man, and one that diſchargeth his office dulie : 
hemarnied a wife called iſedowme. D E. Had 
the Knight when heemette you no man in his 
company 2 VIR.. Yes, he had a boy with him 
whom he loueth dearely, this boy is, called the 
Lome of our nezghbour. D E. Can youdiret me 
whither this Knightis gone? V IR. Icoulde 
dire& you, butlet vs gocin, and I will bring 
outo thoſe that can inſtru& you certainly 2 
a tel] me I pray you, why doe you carry this 
great dogge with you ? D E. He was giuen 
ynto me by an other, for Imy ſelfe had firſt but 
a little whelpe, which I bredde vp in my cham- 
ber,vntil I mette a certayne ſheepheard that be- 
ſtowed, his bigger dogge on me, to accompany 
me through this valt and ſolitarie deſert, in 
which(as Twas told)liued many hurtful ſerpets, 
& —_— wild beaſts, from which Imighe 
bee defended by the aſſiſtance of this dogge. 
VIRG. What is the dogges name ? E. 
Good will. V I R G. The fan ſurely is a ve= 
ry good dogge, if you knowe howe to keepe 


him : and affure your ſelfe, ſo long as you haue 


him, he will ſuffer no. ill to befall vato you, nei- 


ther neede you to feare, to ſtray out of your 
way. D E: Buttell me I pray you ? of whome 
may I enquire, where I may finde this Knight 
that Iſceke after? V IR. Truely Brother, he 

| avelleth 
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dwellethfarre hence, & thou haſt along jour 
ney to goe through this deſert, before thou 
canſt come to the place of his abode:thou mult 
trauaile atthe leaſte, ſeauen dayes journey, for 
there be ſcauen Movaſteries, ſeated in this de- 
ſert, neither is there any 'other way bogs po | 
but this:yetfor the loue of the Lowe of Goa,con- 
fidering, Iſce thee ſo deſirous of him, I will di- 
re@thee a ſhort way to goc, by the which thou 
ſhalt ſooner come where he is, wherefore, it 1s 
requiſite that thou follow my aduwie. m_ 
hearing what ſhee ſaide, rejoyced greatly, but 
eſpccially, becauſe ſhee ſaide ſhee would doeit + 
for the Lowe of Ged, and ſaideto her. DE. 1 
will doe, what ere you bid me, fo I may finde 
the Lowe of God. VIR. Here, within this de- 
ſert, there are eight Monaſteries , whereof, this 
which 1s the houſe of Hwmwiliy , is the firſt, 
the ſecond,is of /ufice,the third,is of Wiſedome, 
the fourth, of Fortirwde,the fift,of Temperace,the 
fixt, of Faith, the ſeauenth,of Hope, the eight, of 
Cherny : inthis laſt of Charity, remaineth the 
Lowe of God, and therediſchargeth the office 
ofa porter. This whole journey, thou muſt yn» 
dertake,ifthou wilt be ſureto go the right way, 
but as I faide, I will teach thee a ſhorterway, by 
- Which, thoumayeſt ſooner come to him : yet 
notwithſtanding, it is of neceſlity, that thou 
abide a time here in this Monaſtery, that thou 
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| maiſtlearne, marke, and remember, all our or-- 


ders, and be acquainted with our Miſtris, & all 
her daughters, and learne, and remember their 
names. ns & lives . Moreouer, thou 
muſt diligently note,al things in this Monaſte- 
ry, & carry to the Loxe of God, Certainerules 
of ours, for the great loue he beareth to this our 
Monaſtery before others, then will he withour 
delay, moſt willingly receaue thee, the rather, 
ifthou bring letters of commendation from our 
Miſtris. D E. Whatis the reaſon, the Loxe of 
God ſhould ſo preferre you; conſidering (as me 
ſeemeth) you are the pooreſt, meaneſt, & few- 
eſt innumber. V IR. This was the firſt Mo- 
naſtery that was founded in this Deſert, and all 
the other are depeding on this, beſides our chie 
feſt founder, & gouernor,the builder, & work- 
man of this Monaſterie, maketh his abode and 
dwelling amongſt vs : And although he walke 
vp & downe this Deſert, to viſit & keepin or- 
der the other Monaſteries, yet will he not per- 
mit himſeltfto be otherwaies called,then a child 
of this Monaſtery,& firſt ofal, we gaue himan 
habit. deſire was ſo much delighted with the dif' 
courſe of this virgin; that he felte his hart infla- 
med with loue, for he noted her words well, & 
ſaido, hedeſired nothing more, than to ſpend 
long timein this place, & with great diligence 
to note & marke their orders. Then the virgin 
B j. ta- 
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taking him by the hand ſaid, let vs now goein. 
| CHAPTER. 7. 
The purpoſe, or mtent of Hiumilny , and 
her talke with Defre. 
T He building of this houſe much pleaſed 
Deſire, and he admired the beauty thereof, 
conſidering it was playne, without any coliter- 
fet : for neither was it builte high, not yet ſet 
forth, with any imagery or painting ; but lowe, 
& conuenient,not founded vpon ſand,but on a 
frme rocke. Aﬀter Deſire had a time atteded his 
deuotions in the Oratory , the Virgin brought 
him to the chamber of their Miſtris,or mother, 
who receaued him curteouſly , ſeeing him ver- 
tuous, & deuoted to Gods ſeruice, and makin 
him fit, aid vato him, what cauſe my Son hath 
brought thee, amongſt vs , conſidering we are 
ſo poore,ſo meane, & ſitch abjets 2 DE. Lady 
mother,1 ſeckeafter a knight, called the Lowe of 
God. Andas Iaminſtrued,I cinot finde him, 
except I make my abode here ſome time with 
you:wherfore(ifit be not troubleſome to you,) 
deſire to liue vnder your obedience, & gouer- 
ment. H V M. Your deſfireand purpoſe plea- 
ſcth me well, but firſt conſider, and weigh with 
your ſclfe, what itis that you goe about to vn- 
dertake , leaſt hauing once entred, yourepent 
you of your purpoſe. DE. I beſeech God aſſiſt 
me with his grace & helpe, that I niay perſcuer 
11 
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in vertue, and all goodnes. HVM. Twiſh the 


ſame, & pray to God, to accompliſn this good 
worke,which he hath begonne 1 thee. But far- 
ther, it is requiſite, that thou thy ſelfe endeuour 
al that in thee lyeth, that God may proſper this 
thy good purpoſe. DE. What think you need- 
ful for meto to 2 HVM. My Sonne, I will tell 
thee. If thy defire be to remayne here amongſt 
vs, and not to beexpelled from hence by my 
Virgins; thou muſt take my yongeſt daughter, 
which brought thee in hither , who is called 
Nibhili-penfvo, that is, contempt of al vnneceſlar 
cares : & her thou muſt obey as thy ans” 
or Miſtris , to whome, purpoſly we haue com- 
mitted the charge, to entertayne ſtrangers, and 
be the direQix of nouices, & whoſoeuer refuſe 
to be obediet to her,neuer perſeuer in that they 


'  vndertake. DE. Moſt willingly I admit her, 


and receaue her my goucrneſle; and defireto 
know of you Lady mother, your name,ſtocke, 
conditions,and degree, & how,you come to be 
mother ouer theſe Yirgms:For as it is tould me, 
I muſt knowe, and learne, the properties, con-- 
ditions, & ſtate, of all theſe Virgins vnder your 
gouerment to the intent, that the better I know 
them, the more I may loue them; & that when L 
ſhall depart from hece, I may the better be able 
to anſwere, & dir: thoſe that ſhal aſke,or ſeck 
to learneany thing ofmg, HVM. My nameis 
| B ij  Hg- 
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Humility , my Father , Contempre of han ſelfe, 
Knowledge of him ſelfe, my Grandfather ,and his 
wife is called Knowledge of God. My tore na- 
med Grandfather, commeth from a citty , cal- 
led To marke, andconſider whatT am, what I 
hauec beene, what I ſhall be. My Grandmother 
from a towne, called Conſideration ofthe Lone of 
God. Thereare but two wayes, to goeto the 
country of my Grandfather, & only two gates, 
whereby to enter in, the firſt is, Man himſelfe, 
the other All creatures, and men ſay , no man 
can enter into either of theſe gates, but by fly- 
Ing : and that our Lord God himſelfe builded 
this citty,with his owne hands,conſidering,that 
none but he, could finiſhe ſo commodious , ſo 
beautifull, & ſo firme a building. DE. Would 
our Lord God, whoſe majeſty,and excellenc 
is ſo great, put himſclfe to the building, of fuch 
ſtony,and clay workes > H V M. Yeatruely, 
for he is an excellent workeman, and both a 
ſtilfull maſon , and carpenter, and taketh great 
delight in making earthen works, & buildings. 
D E. What is the cauſethat he doth this, con- 
fidering that he hath need ofnothing > HVM. 
Nothing , but his owne goodnes, doth con- 
ſtrayne,or moue him to do this : whence it pro- 
ceedeth, that he neuer ceaſcth to benefit others, 
neither ſeekethhe, or ſtudieth with all thinges 
that he maketh, and gocth about, anie other 
: thing, 
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thing, but the benefit, felicity, and ſaluation, of 
all men,the honor and praylſec,to himſelfe alone 
reſerued. And for this cauſe , doth he make of 
ſo baſe, and vile a matter, ſo goodly, and beau- 
full workes, as he doeth, that the worthines of 
the worke, being compared with the baſenes 

of the matter, all men might admire him,prayſe 
him, and loue him. D E. I merualle that ſo 

excelleta Lord as he is, would ſecke for prayſe, 

conſidering thereby he may be touched with 

vaine-glory 2 H V M.' There isnothing leſle 
to be feared, than that in him, he being ſo per- 

fit, that no greater perfe&ion can be added to 

him, and all honor and glory, that can be yeel- 
ded to him, cannot be ſaid vaine, being only 
proper to him 3 And how great honor ſocuer 

we can give to him, yet in regarde of that which 
beſeemieth him , & 1s due to him z we can neuer 
honor him, anſwerable to his dignitie. And for 
that cauſe will he be exalted, and prayſed , not 
that he defireth glory, but becauſe he is moſt 


uſt, and will, that euery one, have that which is 


due to him : then ſeing all prayſe, honor, and 
glory is due to him alone, being only good, his 
wall is, that all prayſe,honor and glory,be yeel- 
ded only to him. But if anie other ſhall ſeeke or 
deſire after glory , they may iuſtly be called 
vaineglorious, becauſe they take it from him, 
to whome it only appertayneth, and he may 
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truly be called a theefe, that taketh to himſelfe, 
an other mans goodes , againſt the wall of the 


true owner. 
CHAPTER. 8. 

Humility continueth her ſpeech. 
ESIRE. Now Lady Mother, that you 
haue tolde me your parentage, & ſtocke, 

Idefire to knowe, hon you came to be chiete 
Gouerneſle of this houſe : for in my opinion, 
It is a greate honour and dignity , and I my 
ſclfe, in time may come to be a gouernour ; 
for there is greate difference, betweene com- 
manding , and obeyinge , Humility hearing 
what he ſaide, beganne to weepe, of whome, 
ay demaunded the cauſe of her weepinge, 
H V M. My Sonne, I cannot conteyne my 
teares, to ſee, that outwardly thou ſeemeſt clad 
with the habit of humilitie, and yet inwardly 
thou appeareſt naked, & bare, & that in ſhew, 
thou ſemeſt religious and virtuous z but in hart, 
and minde, voyde of virtue, and deuotion . In 
vaine haue we vſcd our paſſed diſcourſe, ſeing 
theſe thoughtes, 2nd deſires of thine, are ſo 
cleane ow 1, from the wil of my father, & 
molt dearly beloued Lord Ieſus; who neither 
in word, nor deed, cuer ſought, or defired rule 
or gouernment, & came not into:this world, to 
be ſerued, but to ſerue. From which path who 
ſocuer turncth, and ſtrayeth ; walketh the __ 
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of damnation, not ſaluation. But Oh vnhappy 
& miſcrable creaturs that we are , to whom it 1s 
alotted,to rule and gouerne others: conſidering 
how hard a taſke we take in hand, if we wil but 
commaund our ſelues as we ought. Such ho+ 
nor is in deede but miſery, and full of cares, la- 
bors, wearines,afflitions;ſorowes, dangers, & 


' moſt horrible feares: and which if it be not well 


ordered & gouerned, 1s in the end accompany - 
cd with ignominy and ſhame. Oh ouer heauie 
burthen of rule & comandement: in which no= 
thing is found, put labor, and trouble, wherein 
hatred,repining, & il wil is receiued froni thoſe 
that ſhould acknowledg, and yeeld obedience 
and thanks. If thou remaineſt any time here a- 
moneſt vs, thou ſhalt finde byexperiencem 
ſayings true. Now, toanſwere thy demaund, 
how I came to be gouerneſle : Iwill, for the 
Lowe of God acquaynte thee with the meane. 
When firſt, I entered into this houſe : Ipurpo- 
ſed and ſo perſwaded my ſelfe, that I was buta 
labouring beaſte , and the ſeruant of the other 
Virgins : and this determination of mine; I fo 
reſolued to performe, and imprinted it, deeply 
in my minde, and hart, continuallic calling it 
freſhly to my minde, and prayinge to Gad, 
to make mee ſtill deſire it, and that it woulde 
pleaſe him to make mee worthie to bee his 
Spoule , and.{o through his Ing 
WJ: 
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Icame to begouerneſle, although of my ſelfe, 
Ineither would, or deſired it. Deſire hearing 
Humilties diſcourſe , thought her a Virgin, of 
very rare vertue, inthatfor the Lowe of God, 
ſhee had fo dejefted, and. debaſed her ſelfe 
and perceauing her to be yeta Virgin, vnder- 
ſtood the Matrimony that ſhee ſpake of, to be 
ſpirituall, and not carnall, and ſaid. DE. Then 
I perccaue,who ſo will be a Superiour, & ruler, 
muſt according as you haue done, firſt kumble 
and debaſe hifelds, HVM. It is true my Son 
as by experience thou mayeſt findeit. DE. 
And how may TItry it? H V. By ſeeing thoſe 
that humble themſclucs to be exalted : yet, to 


take heede, that thou humble not thy ſelfe to 


that end,that thereby thou defire to be exalted, 
for ſo, thou ſhalt ſinne in pride ; And pride, & 
humulity are open enemies, and cuer oppoſe 
ray ney one againſt the other. For what ſo 
euer thou doeſt,if thou truely humble thy ſelfe, 
thou canſt not, in the ſame action, exalte thy 
ſelfe. But if thou humble thy ſelfe,becauſe thou 
wouldeſt be exalted, thy ſhewe, is humble, but 
thy ate, is proud. And becauſe, the ation is 
to be taken, according to the intent ofthe mind, 
ſuch humyity is called pride. By which reaſon, 
humilitic , may diuerſly be termed pride . For 
if wee haue reſpe to the ation of ſuch a man 
outwardly,he carrieth a ſhey of humility , but 
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looking to the end of his humble ation, wee 
ſhall findeit , wholy to proceed from pride. 
And to ſpeake properly, humility it ſelfe, con- 
tendeth not with pride, but the ſpiritof humi- 
lity, anditis impoſſible, to haue theſe two a- 
yu in one : for humility is but an a, but the 
pirit of hunulity, conteyneth both the a&, and 
the cauſe, and intention, ofhumbling, and dee 
jecting our ſelues. 
CHAPTER. 9. 
Humilty continueth her diſcourſe , and teacheth 
how to ſtrine againſt vice. 
Ow my forenamed husbid, (Tmeanem 
purpoſe I vndertooke to humble my ſelf, 
like a labouring beaſte, and the ſervant of all 
men,) aſſiſted me faithfully, in a certayne con- 
flit Thad with an other Lady, and her mai- 
dens, of the houſe of Pride , whoſe gouerneſle 
was called Pride of hfe : which daily endeuou- 
reth to ſcrach out mine eyes, and ſtill brauleth 
with me : And ſhe bringeth with her, both the 
vnder goucrneſle of her houſe,called Concupyſ- 
cence of the fleſh 3 and her ſteward , Concup!ſ- 
cence of the eyes . Tothele three aſlociates, her 
ſelfe a lewde maide, both mother, and nurſe of 
them, called Negligence , who beinge often 
weake, and feeble, is eafily ouercome : but 
ſometime ſhe ſo filleth her ſelfe, with eating, & 
drinking, that ſhee beconumeth fatte & ſtrong 
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and then is ſhee very dangerous. Shee hath at 
tending on her, a certayne maide, dull, fooliſh, 
and ill brought vp, called Male: with whome 
come hither,three other Maides, Anger,Sloath, 
& Enuy. And vnto the three laſt aſſociate them 
ſclues, two other, that is, Naughty Suſpition,and 
Raſe Iudgement. All theſe, arc at mortall _— 
with me, and ſtill oppoſe them ſelues again 

we, with whome Iam daily , to contende, and 
fight. Therefore, ſo oftas they cnter in here, 
I with the aſſiſtance of my husband , ſtraite 
drive them out, and force them to flie. And 
then haue we an other feare, leaſt the Maide 
which c6tinually watcheth at the gates, I meane 
Vaine-glory , preſently ſteppein . For if once, 
we iue her opportunity to enter, ſherobbeth 
vs of the fruite, and benefit which we got, by 
expelling our other forenamed enemyes : fo 
that then we are barraine of all goodnes, and 
looſe the labour we tooke in our former con- 
flite. D E. How then chanceth it, that when 
theſc other your enemies enter in here,ſhe ſtan- 
ding at the gates, doth not alſo enter. H V M. 
This is the reaſon, thoſe other Maydens, vſe 
the bencfit of winges , & enter not by the gate, 
but flie ouer the walles, & often they hide them 
ſelues, ſo ſecretly in ſome corner of the houſe, 
that when welcaſt ſuſpe& them, they walke & 


wander vp and downe among(t vs, wherefore 
we 
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weare ofneceſlity, to keepe a carefull watch, 
leaſt ſuddainly they come vpon vs, and ſpoile 
vs vnlooked for. DE. Let vs diſcourſe, yet 
longer of this matter, and tel me why ? You are 
at ſuch debate, & contention with them,confi- 
dering how la thing itis, to gue ſuch example 
to worldly me,when they ſhal ſee ſuch diſcord, . 
& diſlention amongſt Religious perſons; who 
they knowe,ſhould' be gentle,pittiful, & milde, 
for the Loue of God to all men 2 HVM. The 
cauſc ofour ſtrife, and diſlenſion with them , is 
al only for that cauſe,we expel them our houſe, 
becauſe they are open and profeſſed enemies, 
to the Lowe of God, who is our chiefe Lord & 
Maſter , and whoſoeuer is an enemy to the 
Lowe of God, we wil have neither friendſhippe, 
or familiarity by any meanes with him. 
CHAPTER. 10. 
Of Concupiſcence of the fleſh. 

D ESIRE was | omg, pleaſed to heare,how 

great confidence Humility had , in the 
Lowe of God, and defired of her, to inſtru him, 
by what meanes and helpes they overcame, 
and expelled : thoſe dangerous Maydens , 
their profeſſed enemies. HV M. I would 
willingly doe it , but becauſe I am not yet 
fully acquainted with thy nature , life , con- 
ditions and minde , but only goe vpon con- 
jeRtures and unaginations z I reſt yet doubtfull, 

| whither 


28 DESIDERIVS. 


whither I may inſtru thee herein orno. For | 


conſidering the contrariety , and difference of 
mens natures, the ſweeteſt hony, taſteth not 
ſweettoallmen. D E. What ſoeuer I ſeeme 
in ſheweto your iudgement : or what opinion 
ſocuer you haue of me : yet I wholy ſubmit 
my ſclteto your will , and yeelde me to be or- 
dered by your direQion, only deſiring to be 


inſtrued by you, what meanes to vſe, to finde . 


the Love of God. H V M. Vponthat condi- 
tion I will ſatisfie your deſire, and will impart 
and make knowen to you my exerciſes, and 
courſe of life. Firſt that holy purpoſe, and de- 
termination of myne , which ! ſpake of before, 
bath made me Miſtrs of the —_ world , ſo 
long as I ſhall contemne, and deſpiſe it. And 
Miktri ouer my owne body by faſting, and 
diſcipline, and by my voluntary and willing 
hunulity 2 I fay, not only Miſtris and com- 
mandreſle ouer my ghoſtly enemy,but over all 
the world and yet farther which is greateſt 
Miſtris and commandreſſe ouer my ſelfe , 
for when the world ſeeth me to labour, and 
endeuour, with all my diligence to pleaſe the 
Lowe of God , it repugneth me and. all my fa- 
mily, yet I ſtill reteyne, peace and tranquillity 
with my forenamed husband . Now Deſre, 
greatly admired the vertue and force of him, 
whome Hamility ſo often had named m _ 

and, 
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band, and ſaid. D E. Tbeſeech you Lady Mo- 
ther , inſtru mee by ſimilitudes that I may 
more playnely conceaue your mearung . For 
I ambutof dull and flowe concepte, and by 
examples I hall better conceaue your ſayings. 
This requeſt of Deſire pleaſed Hwmiliry well, 
finding that by acknowledging this owne dul- 
neſſe, he was now become both modeſt and 
humble, wherevpon ſhe ſaide to him. HV M. 
So ſoone as I ſee, any of my before named 
enemies enter in hither , I thus behave my 
ſelfe, if it be the farſt which is Concupiſcence 
of the fleſh. I foreknowe already her conditions, 
and behauiours , which are to be exceedingly 
given to gluttony, and to pamper her body b 

exceſle of eating & drinking . Therefore fir 

Itake from her all kinde of delicate diet, nei- 
ther do Iallowe her, her fill of ordinary meate 
and drinke 3 And becauſe I am not ſtrong e- 
nough of my ſelfe, to tame and maſter her, in 
regarde that my domeſtical! ſeruants aſſiſt her, 
I vſe others helpe,and place on my right hand. 
Gods grace,which may ſtrengthen and defende 
me from this dangerous enemy.1 alſo crauethe 
ayde and aſſiſtance of my husband, and then 
ſay to her . Siſter, I haue my ſelfe deſpiſed m 

fleſh, and make no better accompte _ ſelte 
than of alabouring beaſt, and beaſts ſeckenot 


after dainty and delicate fare, but only that, as 
may 
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may be ſufficient to ſuſtayne nature, and are 
content with that , which1s allowed them , by 
the diſcretion of their Maſter . And if the Ma- 
ſter finde him to be wanton and deuouring , he 
muſleth him, that he neuer eateth, but when & 
what in his diſcretion he ſhall like of. And fo 
Siſter, in this reſpe& I am content to be vſed 
and ruled like a beaſt, beſides the Lowe of God, 
hath giuen mea bridel] , which is made of So- 
briety , that I cannot eate but at wonted times, 
and that I deſire not, or looke to haue any o- 
ther meate,, or more daintely dreſſed then ſuch 
as ordinariely is ſet before me, and therewith 
Ifatisfie and content my ſelfe. Farther the Lowe 
of God hath enjoyned meto this alſo, if I will 
ſerue and pleaſe hum as I ought, to eate tempe- 
ratcly, _ moderately , and only for neceflary 
ſuſtenance, of that , what ſoeuer it be that is ſet 
before me : & that for good manners Ialwayes 
leaue ſome what in the diſh, thereby to ſhewe 
that more is allowed me, then I can well cate. 
For when all is eaten that is ſett before vs, it 
Is as much as if you ſhoud ſay , my allowance 
15not ſufficient for mee, neither am I content 
therewith, therefore I defire to haue more ſet 
on the table. And yet farther this rule is given 
mee to obſerue for the Lowe of God. That 1 
would and ſhould defire leſle to bee allowed 
mee , and the ſame worſe drefled , then the 
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allowance of my Siſters: and alwaies to wiſh 
ſomething to be wanting about me, & thercin 


to rcjoyce for the Love of God. By theſe & like | 


meanes, this malepert wanton maide is ouer- 
come, and driuen away from moleſting me. 
But when againe ſhee ſhall prouoke and ſturre 
me, to wanton pleaſure, not only by my owne 
fleſh, but alſo by others. Ithen fly Gon her, as 
faſt as Ican ſecluding my ſelfe fro al ſuch com- 
pany, as may allure or entice me to pleaſure or 
concupiſcence . And againſt this aſſault, I find 
that to ſeclude my ſelfe from copany , isa pre- 
ſent remedy and moſt ſoueraigne preſeruatiue., 
Neither, doth this enemy aſſault me only in 
my body, butin my ſoulealſo, by fu cefling 
many ill thoughts. Againſt which alſo I vſe, 
the remedy of flight and hide my ſelfe, either 
in ſome corner of arocke, or els in ſome vn= 
frequented and ſolitary place, and there ſettle 
all my thoughts and cogitations,vpon my moſt 
Gveete Sauiour IES VS , Calling to minde 
his moſtholy life , his paſſion, torments, and 
molt bitter death . Alſo meditating vpon the 
cruell torments of Hell , the ſeuere and juſt 
Judgement of Almighty GO D. My owne 
departure from this nuſerable world, and that 
of neceſſity I mult appeere before the _—_ 
ment ſeate of God : thereto gfue accompt of al 
my thoughts, wordes, and deedes. By theſe -_ 
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like means, Iouercome, and put to flight, this 
forenamed maiden, who is the Lieuetenant of 
the caſtle of Pride. 
ak — cs'8 Ga . ah ofbf 
Of the concupiſcence of the eyes, and pride of life. 
Y Et pathos to ONE and es ſubdue 
this enemy, itis alſo requiſite to vanquiſh 


and conquer her companion , I meane Cicupiſ- 


' Cence of the eyes,the ſteward or gouernour of the 
houſe of Pride: who alwaies giueth winges to 
Coneupiſcence of the fleſh . For continually ſhee 

uwuſtreth occaſion to her companion , who 
not-withſtanding, Iouercome with my holy 
purpoſe. For ſo ſoone as ſhee commeth, 1 ſay 
thus to her. Siſter, I am no better then a labou- 
ring beaſte , who neuer defireth ſuperfluities, 
or more then 1s allowed him, but alwaies is 
contented with ſo much as is neceſlary, neither 
expecteth curioſity in that which is to be had 
of neceſlity, litle regarding whether his ſaddell 
and bridle be guilded or imbrodered, or whe- 
ther the ſtable be curioſly adorned, but con- 
tentif conueniently he may ſtand & lie. Con- 
fidcring then, that for the Lowe of God, Iac- 
count my ſelfeno better thena beaſte : I will 
alſo vie my body as if it were a beaſt. And as 
the breaker, and rider, of a ſtiffe necked horſe, 
with the raines vfa bridle, enforceth him to 
ſtoppe & turne ; ſo the Lowe of God, hath _ 
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deled and tide me, with the bridell and chayne 
of Shamefaſtnes and Baſyfuulnes : that I ſhall not 
curiouſly ſee, & couet the vanities ofthe world. 
For Toughtnot behold : that I ought not de- 
fire. Andthe Loze of God hath taught meto 
ſay, when 1 ſcea _s beautiful, pleaſing, rare, 
finguler, or curious, I neuer will ſettle my loue 
on thee, but refuſe thee, and hold thee but as a 
meere vanity, therefore remembring the wor- 
thines of my creation, I will not beſtowe 
loueor fix, my affc&ion, on ſo vile, ſo baſe, & 
ſo tranſitory a thing : but on that which 1n it 
ſelfe is the only treaſure, and goodnes, anda 
beauty which neither age or ſickenes can ble- 
nuth, Imeaneon my ſweete Sauiour and Re- 
deemer IES VS; whodemandeth of memy 
loue and affe&tion,and may iuſtly chalenge the 
fame as his owne.By theſe and like meanes this 
other Maide is ouercome . Now theſe two be- 
ing vanquiſhed in manner as I haue told you, 
there yet remayneth the laſt which is Milſtris of 
theſe, one more terrible, crafty and more ſuttle 
than the other, euer lying in wayte to hinder 
good ations, hernameis called Pride of Life, 
who when ſoeuer ſhee commeth in hither a- 
moneg(t vs, is alwayes atterided with one or 0- 
ther hand-maide, and (till bringeth with her ei- 
ther Good or enell eſ{rmation . But ſtraight I ſay 


't  $0her, abeaſtis no better to be accompted of 


C3 then 
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than a beaſt,neither is to be thought, worthy of 
honour,or eſtimation, but rather 12gnominy,and 
baſe contempt. Then ſometime ſhe commeth 
complayning to me, and faith: ſee how my ſu- 
periours behaue themſelves towardes me, and 
vie me, both in age, witte, and judgment: Iam 
not their inferiors, yet they vie ſuch and ſuch 
a one, with better reſpe& then me . But pre- 
ſently I finde out her craft and ſubtelty, and 
preuenting her, reply : A beaſt is not to be v- 
ſed but baſely, and according to his Maſters 
diſcretion, to be whipped and beaten . For if 
at any time his Maſter ſhall vſc him but gent- 
ly, and play with him; he preſently will kicke, 
and forgette the duety due to him. Therefore 
a wiſe Maſter, and men of good gouernment, 
although they loue their beaſtes neuer ſo well: 
yet will neuer vſe extraordinary , and vndue 
familiarity to them :. but alwayes carry them- 
ſelves with a kinde of ſeuere grauityz confi- 
dering ſuch familiarity is never attributed to 
humility, curteſie, loue, or affability , but ra- 
ther to fimplicity, and meere fondneſle. For 
ſuch familiarity, doth rather hurt, then bene- 
fittea beaſt . But adiſcreete, and wiſe Maſter, 
will rather endeuour with all poſsible dili- 
gence, that his beaſt, or horſe, keepe his right 
way in their journey, and carry carefully, the 


burthen laide on their backes, then that the 


world 
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world ſhoulde thinke him fonde of them, or 
expe to be helde a kinde, and louing Ma- 
ſter, and one that ſhoulde ſeeke to be prayſed 
of them . For by theſe meanes it mi a 
pen, as oft we ſee it, that either the Maſter to 
wardes the beaſt, or the beaſt forgette himſclfe 
towardes the Maſter, when the Maſter vſeth 
not ſuch reaſon, moderation, and diſcretion, as 
he ought: and that indiſcretion may giue occa-» 
fion to the beaſt, to ſtray out of their boundes, 
farther then is allowed, and ſo by little and lit- 
tle, vſing an ill cuſtome, the Maſter ſhall not 
dare to direQ,or omen according to the ſu- 
periority he hath ouer his beaſt; but if hee 
chaunce for their negligence to ſtrike or beate 
them, they preſently will reſiſt , and kicke a- | 

aineat him. And then ifthe beaſt happen ei- 
therto caſt offhis burthen, or elſe to carry it 
contrary'to his Maſters minde, he muſt needes 
winke at it, and ſuffer him to goe, where, 
and as hee will himſelfe, and ſo,heto be obedi- 
ent to the beaſt, not the beaſt to him. Euen 
ſo Siſter, wereitlike to prooue vvith mee, I 
ſhould ycelde to my owne ſenſuall affe&tions, 

and be carried away with worldlie pleaſures, 
and vanities. But hee that loueth me, and 
hath care ouer me, doth with his diſcretion 
corre& me, and bridle my vvill; that I fall 
not to open ſhame, and ſo bee yndone, but 
| lj. for 
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for the loue he carricth to my ſoule, hedoth 
chaſtice & diſcipline my body at his diſcretion. 


| 


Neither doe I my ſelfe wiſh to be vſed better | 


then a beaſt. At ſome other time the ſame Pride 
of life , cometh to me vnder the colour of Eny, 
and complaineth thug. See how ſuch and ſuch 
an office 1s given tothis, and that body : Butno 
reckening or accompt is made of me. One is 


made gouerneſle , and an other vndergouer- _ 


neſle,the third the ſtewarde,and an other ſecre- 
tary ; but my ſelfe, which am inferiour to none 


ofthemin yeares, or deſert, amnegle&ed and ' 


nothing regarded at all. No place of credit is 
committed to me,wherein Imightrule or com- 
mand ouer others : but alwayes I am dejeted 
like a baſe kitchen Wench: Yea,I am made the 
vnderling of the meaneſt mayde in the houſe, 
And now I finde it true that they of beſt deſert; 


are commonly and for the moſt part leaſt con- 


fidered. For which cauſe henceforth, I will de- 


ſerueleſle : for I ſee, they that counterfette to 
belambes are deuored of Wolues . Such and 
ike complaints , doth ſhee oft make to me, as 
though I knew not the grounde from whence 


itcame. To whomel anſwere; Siſter, I haue 


not gen ouer and forſaken the world, and be- 


taken my felfe to this ſolitary , and ſequeſtred 


life thereby to rule others, and to moderate 
their cauſes. For ſince my fuſt entrace heather, 
I 


doth 


eti0n. 
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Thave vowed obedience : and therefore will 

erforme that which I came hither to doe, and 
Bo which I was called , and which I vndertoke 
to accompliſh at my entrance . For God will 
neuer demande or aske accompte of me, how 
much I haue commanded and ruled others, or 
with how much honor, or how great offices I 
haue bin exalted in the world : but how hum- 
bly , and dutifully, I have obeyed his comman- 
dements, and how willingly I have humbled 
my ſelfe to my ſuperiours,and ſubzefed & de- 
baſcd my owne wilful & ſtubborne rude mind. 
Therefore Siſter, I looke only to difcharge and 
performe my owne office, in thatplace and de- 
gree, to which Iam called by God, and ſuffer 
others to looke likewayes to that charge of 
theirs, to which by Gods prouidence they are 
as my ſelfecalled . Meane time this one thing 
I knowe for certayne, that Iliuein the ſtate of - 
aſſured faluation. (That is vnder true obedicce, 
humility,and ſubjeftion ; ) from which no man 
canfall, excepthefirſt clyme higher . And ſo 
hereof I haueno juſt —_ to complayne, but 
rather to rejoyce,prayſe, & yeclde daily thanks 
to Almighty Golin that he hath debarred,and 
as it weare taken from me, the meanes and oc- 
caſion of falling into the great perils and dan- 
gers; into which high offices and places of dig- 


nuty and preferment : are wonte to drawe, and 
C j. throwe 
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throwe headlong men that ſceke not after per- 
feion. VWhich1s truely verified by this ſaying Y 
of Saint AVGVSTINE. / nexer fownde | 
Gods ire & indignation more againſt me : then that 
Fr pleaſed him to appomt me a comander ouer others. 
which truely Defire ought not ſeeme ſtrange to 
thee. For as this wicked Wench,which beareth 
ſuch ſway in the houſe of Pride, 15 more prone | 
to wickednes, then all her fellowes : ſo muſt we 
(if throughly we will ſubdue her) vſe greater 
pollicy, ſtrength, and exerciſe of vertue . And 
to the end I protract not the time with circum- 
ſtances, I'now will deliuer no vaine diſcourſe to 
thee, but will inſtru thee, by what meanes and 
groundes, thou ſhalt be able: to oucrcome and 
putto flignt, this crue of wicked Maydens. 
When any of theſe which ſo euer ſhee be ſhall 
come: and ſeeme to complaine as I haue decla- 
red beforc: be thou ruled by me and follow my 
examplez As if Concupiſcence of the fleſh ſhall * \ 
come & ay, I amallowed both to little meate, 
and yet that is cold, and not cleanly dreſſed : 
my wyne1s ſowre, & euery thing in our houſe - 
15 fluttiſhly ordered, anſwere her but thus , ſhe 
that hath more then ſhe deſeructh , hath no 
cauſe to complaine : But thou deſerueſt not _ 
browne bread, & cold water, which-moſt holy 
& Religious men haue beene contented to live | 
with. Therefore thou, which art ſo wy 
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Noathfull, ſo diſdainefull, & redy to complaine, 


yoide of all deuotion, inconſtant, enuious and 
vnthankefull to God : doeſt not deſerue the 
courſeſt bread and water. Which being true, 8& 
yet hauing good bread,wyne, and other meate. 
Why ſhouldeſt thou complaine and haſt more 
then thy deſert ? anſwercher alike if ſhe finde 
falte with her apparell . The like reply make 
alſo to Concup!ſcence of the eyes, if ſhe ſeeke after 
or with for this thing or that, & ſay,O wreatch 
that thou art , who by wr owne deſert, art not 
worthy to enjoy the lea _ that is. Yet haſt 
bh vſe , of many deuout and vertuous 
books , by reading of which if thou wouldeſt, 
thou mighteſt become good. And although 
(neuertheles) one where ſufficient for thee. Y et 
haſt thou holy books of prayers and meditati- 
ons. Tellme what1s it thou deſireſt more?truly 
vnder a ſhewe of deſiting things of neceſhity : 
thou longelt after and ſeckeſt for thinges of (u- 
perfluity , then the which nothing can be more 
oppoſite to the vowe of Powertie . And al- 
though thereby thy merit be not cleardly loſt : 
Yet aſſure thy ſelfe, it is much impaired . And 
nothing can more diſhonor & ſhame him, that 
profeſleth in pouerty to imitate our Sauiour, 
then to haue leſle vertue and taſt of Religion, 
then the Heathens who profeſſed the worſhip 
offalſe gods. Amongſt whome Seneca ſhewed 
C iu. him 


40 
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him ſelfe a worthy Captayne and teacher of 


Poxerty , as We nay finde if we reade what 1$ 
written of him. The ſame anſwere giueI to the 
third, that is, Pr:de of {rfe, when ſhee commeth | 
to me, with a deſire to be honored , loued , ac- 


* Ccopled of, cxalted or preferred to ſome office. 


For then ſay Ito her. Thou wreatched Wench, 
thou haſt more honor alredy then thou deſer- 
ueſt : what haft thou not through the number 
of thy ſinnes deſerued,to be throwen headlong 
downe, into the bottomleſle pit of hell 2 there 
to be partaker of the paynes ot the damned,and 
yet behold , how much thou art honored of 
God , who not only doth tollerate thee , to liue 
among{(t his creatures , but hath admitted thee, 
alſo into his houſe and family ; and willingly 
would haue thee, not only his ſcruant, but alſo 
if thou wouldeſt one of his __—_—_ . Andal- 
though thy owne vaworthineſle be ſuch , that 
thou deſerueſt not to be reckened amone ſt his 
inferiour ſeruants; yet hath he admitted thee 
into his private chamber : and willingly would 
haue thy preſence, both night & day,that thou 
mightelt freely talke with him, prayſe him, ho- 
nour him, and ſerue him = that yet living 
here in this mortall life, thou maiſt be honored 
with the office of Angels, be choſen as one of 
his moſt ſpeciall Friends , ſit at his owne table, 
and feede on the foode him ſelfefeedeth . And 
| now 


Siſter, a labouring beaſt,or a horſe,is not kepte 
| in 
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now proude Wench what is it thou wouldeſt 
more , whither wouldeſt thou , through thy 
pride clyme?wouldeſt thou aſcend againe from 
whence thou once dideſt fall © that thou migh- 
teſt be plunged as deepe in the bottomleſle pit 
of hell, as 1s Lucifer thy father , whoſe pride 
threw him thither , what wouldeſt thou deſire 2 
wouldeſt thou be God ? Truely thou canſt not 
ſay that thou witeſt any thing ,open thy blinde . 
eyes, and willingly confelle, that thou haſt re+ 
ceaued greater benefits from God : than thy 
baſe deſerts , could any way chalenge , content 
thy ſelfe with that, which it hath oeaſed God 
to beſtowe on thee, and reſt ſatisfied with that 
eſtate and degree; which God by his ſeruants 
hath allotted to thee, and aſſure thy ſelfe that 
all thinges haue their effe& : according to the 
prouidence and permiſhon of God. 
CHAPTER. 22. 
By what meanes the other forenamed naughty 
Maides may be onercome . 

Ow theſe three principall enemies being 

cleane ouercome, Neglgence their nurſe 
3s caſely vanquiſhed, who by a thouſand ſecret 
corners ſtealeth in here amongſt vs. Sometime 
at time of prayer : and ſometimes againe when 
we ſhould attend our works and labours . But 
ſill I anſwere her with this'or like anſwere. 
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in the ſtable; to be idle, tiue eaſcly , cate, drinke 
and ſleepe : but ſtill contentedly to labour, and 
take paynes. For except he be accuſtomed to 
labour, watch, andfaſt; hegroweth reſt and 


' . taketh ſtomacke, and will ſtrike at his Maſter, 


who ſo ſone as he perceaueth the ill conditions 


| of his beaſt, preſently will beate him,and kicke 


him with a ſpurrez Eu&ſo the Lowe of God _ 


giue mea ſpurre, I mecane Feare, wherewit 


when Iwax ſloathfull heprickethme. AndI 


my ſelfe, who am buta ſeruant and a baſe vaſ- 
fall ofthis houſe, doe finde by proofe , that the 
Maidens of this place muſt be made to labour, 
and that they muſt not be fauoured in that, 


” whichis commanded them, neither are to be 


ſuffered to liue1delly and wantonly , leaſt they 
growe to haue willes and repugne their ſupe- 
riours. Forno creature is worſe then a proude 
and naughty ſeruant. Farther I "anew > whi- 
ther ſhee thinke the Kingdome of heauen is to 
be obteyned, by eating , drinking , ſleeping, 
and liuing idlely, which ſhee for ſhame cannot 
affirme . For our Sauiour TIES V $ Chriſt 
walked a cleane contraty way . And if hee 


. Choſe a different way, to come to perpetuall 


felicity, and would ſuffer his bitter paſſion, and 
that way enter into glory : welikewiſe if we 
deſire to be partakers with himin glory , muſt 


alſo walke the path of patience, per — 
an 


DESIDERIVS. 43 


and pouerty . For ſo long as our head will goe 
one way , and our foote an otherz our whole 
body can neuer bee direted the true way . 
Therefore , except we walke the path of per- 
ſecution, affliction, labour, and.contemptz we 
cannot thinke to be incorporated with him, 
but like corrupt members , muſt looke to be 
cut of, and throwen into hell fare : there to be 
conſumed . For except we bepertakers gf our 
Sauiours paſſion, and ſecke him, and ſuffer 
with him on the »« Croſſe : we muſt not ex- 
pet to po with him , any part of his glo- 
ry, or ofthis reſurreion'. And to conclude ex- 
cept we bepartakers in this life with our Sa- 
uiour TIES VS Chriſt , who was whipped, 


| ; vpon, deſpiſed, wearied and toyled with - 


aily labours , poore , continually ſuffering 
hunger and thirſt , and at laſt enduring for 
our | =. his bitter paſſion, and ſuffering like 
an offender his paynes on the »Þ Croſle 3 
when not withſtanding hee was voide of all 
faulte , and of all innocents the moſt inno- 
cent that lived, except I ſay we imitate him 
herein : wee ihall neuer finde him a ſweete, 
gentle, and friendly King of glory , and Prince 
of peace. Sometime this naughty Wench, I 
ſtill meane Negligence, creepeth into our O- 
ratory, and there being weary, through lafines 
and ſloath, is perplexed as if ſhee where cat 

- | into 
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into apriſon, Then ſay I, Siſter, true and per- 
fe& Religion, neuer complaineth of trouble. 
ſomnes or wearynes. What can I giue againe to 
our Lord, for the mapy benefits he hath be- 
ſtowed on me? What cl Idoe or ſuffer enough 
for my ſweete Sauiour and redeemer I ES VS, 
who of this exceeding loue and voluntary will, 
continewed on the »{« Croſle, not fitting as I 
doe, but ſtreatched thereon , not clothed , but 
naked and trembling with cold, notin a houſe 
.as Iam, butin the open cold ayer : not hauing 
ſhooſe on his feete to keepe them warme, bur 
nayled to the Croſle, with great, boyltcrowes, 
and cold yron nayles; all which paynes & tor- 
mets,he (offered tor my ſake. Why then ſhould 
Iſhew my ſelfe ſo vngrate : that although not 
all : Yet Twill not ſuffer ſome what againe for 
him ? he ſuffered here for my ſake,molt excee- 
ding muſeries and painefull laboures , and thoſe 
- notfor an hourea night or a day , but all his life 
which was 33. yeares : he hong a live three 
houres vypon the Croſlc, in exceeding paynes, 
moſt bitter torments , and vnſufferable griefes, 
ſuch I fay , whoſelike was never felte of man x 
& yet he a moſt louing Sawour eſteemed them 
but ſmall in regarde of his loue and kindnes to- 
wardes me and willingly would hauc ſuffered 
et greater than theſe, it neceſſity any _— 


d vrged him to it. Conſidering then _ 
C 
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heisa King, and I no better then amoſt baſe 
bandſlaue ;he God, and I durte, duſt, and cor- 
ruption ; hemoſt holy and innocent, Ia ſinner 
worthy of nought but puniſhment, then he ha- 


uing ſuffered all this for mee : ſhall I grudge or ' 


repine to ſuffer alittle for him: > What 2 15 the 
ſcruante to be regarded aboue the Maſter? No. 
Away then Negligence. For I muſt be buſted in 
thoſe thinges which are my fathers. Smale is 
the merit we ſhall receaue ww : if webenot 
free from all wearineſle of the place. For cur- 


ſed is he that doeth the workes of God ſloath- 


fully and negligently. For God ſceketh not 


ſeruice that is done him by compultion, neither 
is he delighted with vnwilling ſacrifices : but 
with that which is done with a — minde, 


and proceedeth from a ſincere & perte hart. 


Now this old accurſed Wench", being put to 
her flight, wemuſt alſo baniſh her Þolih had- 
maydes : who by how much the more they be 


' wicked and dangerous : by ſo much the more 


are they vehemente and ſtrong : and the leſle 
welabour to mortifie and ſubdue them : the 
harder ſhall we finde it to baniſh and expell 
them. The firſt of them whichis alice, ac- 
companed with her daughter Anger. Ianſwere 
in this manner, ſo ſone as ſhee aſſaulteth me. 
Siſter, Charity is patient and gentle,then — 
the aſſiſtance of my husbande :; my Purpoſe, 1 


ſup- 
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ſuppreſſc her & ſay againe.Nothing can be in- 
flited to this beaſt ſo ſeueare, but that ſhe hath 
deſerued farre greater correftion. If then I haue' 
deſerued greaterpuniſhments,I may juſtly ſay, 
Iam fauourab]y ſpared,not being vſcd in rigor 
according to my deferes, Anditisthe part of a 
gentle beaſt,not to behaue himſelf ſtubbournly 
or rudely to hismaſter, & his whole family; but 
farre c6trary to that, quietly,modeſtly,8& gent- 
lyto all men. For although perhaps to day his: 
Maſter beate him : Yet to morrowe againe he 
will feede him witonly,& wil behaue himſclfe 
toward him,likea louing & kinde Maſter. And 
although perhaps outwardly he make no ſhew 
es of affe nz Yet inwardly doubtles he eſtee- 
meth him highly ; but yet diſſembleth his affe- 
&ion , and loue, leaſt hee take ſtomacke being 
I ſo kicke againſt his Maſter. Be- 
ides a beaſt doth ſone forget:any wrong or in- 
tury,& is pleaſed againe,it his maſter but ſtroke 
him on the head,or the necke.So Imy ſelfe be- 
ing iniured by any one of my Siſters, unagining 
Iam a beaſt & a baſe vaſlall, beare it paciently 
forthe Lowe of God, and ſuffer them to vſe me 
according to their-pleaſures , aſſuring my ſelfe, 
that I cannot endure ſo many iniuries from 
them; as my owne vnworthines doth daily de- 
ſerue. And knowing farther, that our lord per- 
mitteth for the heynouſnes of my fins ;that 1 ” 
at» 
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afflited ofthem here in this life , ſo to learne to 
ſuffer afflitions for his ſake. And now ſe this 
maide, who thou ſayelt doth wiſh me nothing, 
buthurt & offence, & that other who thou ſay- 
eſt doth ſecretly backbite me, & al theſe other, 
of whom I am ſo hated as thou ſayeſt . Theſe I 
ſay hate not or malice mc: but may vices,faultes, 
defeRes, my malice, my 1]] manners and condi- 
tions, & moſt of al my obſtinate, & ſtubbourne 
will . Therefore I haue cauſe rather to thinke 
they loue me; for what herein they do,procee- 
doch from zeale and a moſt holy purpoſe, nei- 
ther hauc they any agreement with Malice, or 
thinke her meete to conſort with Verne. Let vs 
now therefore conſider more judicially. If] - 
be, or would be thought the hadmaide of God. 
I muſt hate & deteſt (cuen from my hart) al my 
ſins,defees,offences, & imperfeRions, & the. 
proneſle of my fraylty , which draweth me to 
theſe, which being true, why ſhould Lmalice or 
ſtomacke thoſe, which doe but that which my 
ſelfeam bound to . To conclude. Know that 
theſe who thou ſayeſt ſpeake i]l of me, and de- 
tract me, yetnot withſtanding are my ſiſters, 
whom I am comanded to loue,not to hate. And 
therfore wil Ido that which I am emoyned. Yet 
meanewhule le them conſider, and weigh with 
themſelues, why and to what cnd they afflit & 
uuure me. Now againe at ſome other __ 
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trieth me with Ernie a maide who vſcth a two 
edged ſword & hurtcth her Siſters both jn bo+ 
dy and ſoule. This Wench is indeede a dange- 
rous enemie,whoſe chiefeſt felicitie is in her Si- 
ſNers hurt : and is never more grieued then at 
there vertue and good life . Therefore when 
ſhee commeth to aſlaultme, I ſay Siſter you 
complaine and ſcemeto be grieued that others 
in this world poſleſſe greater riches, that 0+ 
thers, are endued with more rare bewtie, that 
others haue more abundantly the giftes of na- 
ture then your ſelfe, but I take comfort and 
reioyce euen inthat, and think my ſelfe happy 
in wanting them . For neither in this life or the 
life to come : Deſire I any thing but IES VS 
Chriſt my Sauiour, he is my treaſure, and the 
treaſure of Angels, he is my beauty, and the 
beauty ofall creatures, he is my gayne, and the 


fountayne of all goodnes. Let others fix their - 


loue where belt it ſhall like them; I defire only 
my Sauiour IESVS, and hislouceuer doe 
thirſt after with him is no difference twixt ritch 
and poore, he neuer diſtinguiſheth twixt beau- 
tifull and fowle. Yet here thou complanieſt & 
ſayeſt to me: this and that body abounde, and 


if 


0 


excell in wealth and beauty : ſuch & ſuch hap- |, 

pines is giventhem, and not me. Buton the | 
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' ſelfe thinges of greater eſteeme. For ſo noble 


and ſo great is the minde that I carry, that it 
skorneth to beſtowe loue or affeion : on ſo 
baſe, ſo abje&,and ſo tranſitory pleaſures. And 
conſidering thatmy name is called Humility, by 
humility meane Ito conquer my ſelfe. And [ 
findethe ſeruants and children of God, to a+ 
bounde with theſe, and greater bleſsinges : but 
not my ſelfe, who ama baſe vaſlall,and' no way 
worthy to be partaker thereof. Now Ennie ſees 
ing (hee prevayleth little with her former ob- 
jections, vrgeth in an enuious manner, the gift 
of ſpirituall vertues, ſaying, beholde ſuch a ſi- 
ſer who thou knoweſt right well, is more gi- 
uento vertue and deuotion, then thou art; is 
more conuerſant with God , and more exercis 
ſed in contemplation, and is a Virgin of noted 
ſobriety, and modeſty . To whomel ſtreight 
anſwere . For what cauſe defire Ito be tehgi- 
ous, or to be yertuous and deuoted to prayer? 
becauſe others ſhould thinke better of nic,then 
they doe of my ſiſters, praiſe me, honour me, 
or admire niy vertues ? or elſe becauſe I would 
be more daintely fedde, cladde more coſtly, or 
abound in worldly pleaſures. No truely , but 
for this cauſc only, that may ſerue and plcaſe 
God, and that my ſweete Sauiour Teſus , may 
by me, and in me, be prayſed and'honoured. 
Therefore js it my dutie, and that which Tam 
= * 23 bound 
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bound to rejoycein, when I ſcethat my moſt 
louing Lord and Maſter , hath ſuch vertuous 
deuout ſeruants, that be wholy giuen tp his ſer 
uiceand prayer,and endued a moſt rare ho- 
lines of life, and ſpende their time 1n Religious 
exerciſes. And I hold it my duety to pray to 
God, to giue them greater perfeion, & more 
abundat grace, whereby he may be more high- 
ly honored of them. For if Thad but theleaſt 
talt of Gods loue in me, wherein not my part & 
duety to labour what I cold : that he might be 
knowen, honored and loued of all the world, & 
to pray that he would beſtowe his grace on all 
' men, whereby he might of them be continually 
honored? Therefore moſt accurſed Wench, flie 
farrefrom my fight. Thou knoweſt not what 
charitable Loue is, conſidering thou art the 
daughter of that wicked, damnable, and falſe 
Apoſtata.. For TI would if it pleaſed God, that he 


depriued me of all ſpirituall & corporall good, 


which of his bountie he hath beſtowed on me, 
and giue them to others, who with them-would 
honor, and prayfe him more then I doe, who 
am fo barraine and vnfruitfull a ſoyle, and haue 
receaued his grace and giftes in vane. For I de- 
fire nothing 1n this world, but Gods prayſe and 
honor; _ wall daily ſeeke it , how dearely fo 
cuer Tobtayne it. See then wreatched Wench 
howsfarre thou art deceaucd. Markeſt thou 
not 
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not that God knoweth what he doeth2 he ſeeth 
py that theſe veſlels, into which ſo abun- 
dantly he infuſeth his bleſſings : be farre more 
pure, & of amore humble ſpirit then Imy ſelf. 
And therefore iuſtly hath denyed mee ſuch 
grace, ſcing right well that Tam full of pride, 
&avellcl] filled with anger and malice, which 
through haughtines of minde would proudely 
attempt : to ſcale (ifitcold) the heaucns them- 
ſelues, which duely pondercd, Ireſt contented 
with the will- and pleaſure of my ſwecte Lord 
IESVS, neither defire I to finde oughtelſe 
but him. p 


CHAPTER. x35. 


By what meanes we may expell all 
Matlce from our ſelnzs. 


He third daughter of alice , is called 
Slaath , a molt dangerous enemy , who is 
cold and lafie in ſpirituall exerciſes, and the 
ſeruice of GOD : Wherein conliſteth the 
ſumme of our ſaluation. Her am I wonte to 
anſwere in this manngr . Thou deſirelt Siſter 
and willingly wouldeſt perſwade me, neither 
to frequent the ſeruiceof G OD : nor tovſe 
atall anic ſpiritvall exerciſes. A:d therefore 
of purpoſe to conquer and ſubdue thee : I 
will ſpende more time, in watching , and pray-= 
ig, anddiune contemplation, where ynto the 
D 1. thus 
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thus replyeth. Seeſt not thou thy ſelfe euen : 


frozen with a cold devotion, and to feele no 
whitte at all any zeale of Gods ſeruice in thee, 
but to vſethy exerciſes, againit thy owne vo- 
luntary diſpoſition , which prouoketh iuſtly 
the indignation of God. Neither doeſt thou 
ought els but tempt God thercin : who deſireth 
no vawilling,or impulſive ſeruices but ſuch as 
roccede from a chearctull and willing minde. 
hen reply I againe. Away thou wicked 
wreatch, I perceauethy meaning. Knowe 


thou not that at ſuch time I ſhew my loue grea-. 


ter to God, when I ſerue him with my owne 
will be it never ſo ſmall : then when I finde my 
ſclfe endued with extraordinary deuotion by 
him 2? art thou ignorant that God ſometimes of 
purpoſe withdraweth his grace: thereby to try 
and proone our ſtrength 2 And then when he 
perceaueth vs to offer vp, and beſtowe on him 
that little deuotion which is remayning in vs : 
he doubleth his grace, & heauenly conſolation 
in vs. Yetſo, thatfinding our ſeclues voide of 
1awarde ſenſible grace,we caſt not cleane away 
our good will, & harty deſire. Therfore where- 
as thou askeſt why being ſo cold, and cleane 
voide of deuotion, yet goe to pray (conſide- 
ring as thou ſayeſt , thatis butto tempt God) 
aſſure thy ſelfe, although Ifeltin me farreleſle 
deuotion , and will to ſcrue God : yet —_— 
with 
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withſtanding I would f. equent my prayers,and 
would ſet my ſelfe in the fight ofour Lord,nei- 
ther would I ſpeake or deſire ought of him, but 
ſtanding before him, would 'yeeld to him al due 
honor and reuerence, imagining himſelfe to be 
preſent in my ſight, and chat I beheld him, and 
that there I ſtoode before his ugh, divine, and 
fearefull Majeſty. Thathe whois the fire of 
loue would inflame my harte when he ſhould 
thinke conuenient. Therefore ſubmit I my ſelf 
to his holy will, & am content with that which 
it ſhall pleaſe him to grannt me . And the wea« 
ker, fainter,and colder I finde my ſelfe,ſfo much 
the nearer I will come to this fire . Forif I will 
departfrom it, then ſhall Ifinde my ſelfe farre 
colder then before. Therefore depart from me 
thou naughty Wench. For I doe not vſe & fre- 
quent my daily prayers,my deuout contempla- 
tions and ſpirituall exerciſes for my owne con- 
tentment, comfort , or delight; but only to this 
end, thereby to ſerue my Lord God & honour 
him, conſidering I knoweit to be his holy wilt 
and yRo_ that I ſhould do ſo,and that I ex- 
erciſe my ſelfe 1n all vertue, and holines to the 
honour & prayſe ofhis holy name. Now when 
this wicked mayden with her practiſes cannot 
withdraweme from the Loxe of God. She ta- 
keth a new courſe, and laboureth to winnemy 
loue from my fellow Siſters . And taking the 
: D 11. aſlt- 
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aſſiſtance of her before named Nouices, S#ſpir#- 


0n,and raſh indgmer allaulteth me againe,& per- 


{wadeth me to hate and malice my liſters , and 
to carry a ſiniſter opinion of, them, whereby 1 
ſhould, either ſuſpe& ſome1ll in them, or elſe 
raſhly without ſome juſt cauſe condemne the: 
hence proceede contempt, repiving , murmu- 
ring, and detraQion . But my ſclfe with the aſ- 
fiſtance of my Purpoſe —_ her; preſently 
anſwere. It beſeemeth not ſo baſe, and ſo ab- 
ze a maide as my ſelfe, toyudge amille of my 
ſiſters, or Superiours : neither Jawfull for fin- 
ners to intermeddle with ſacred veſlelles, or 
for beaſtes to comemgh the holy mountaine. 
It beſt beſeemeth me to account all my ſiſters, 
vertuous, and holy : but my ſelfe moſt wreat- 
ched , andfull of foule finne. For it is a ſe- 
cret to me, what all men are in the ſight of 
GOD, or in what manner they ſhall ende 
this mortall life. As for my ſelfe, I knowe 
right well, that my J__ to ſinne, and 
naughty appetites and deſires , woulde drawe 
me headlong to the pitte of hell, were I not 


preſerued by Gods divine grace and mercie. | 


Therefore knowe I right vvell what I may 


feare of my ſelfe and ſuſpe&, that is, whe- | 


ther my conſcience, my wordes, and deedes, 


be good : for I know my ſelfe, butam a ſtran- | 


ger to others, And therefore ſo much as ap- 
: pertayneth 
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pertayneth-to my fellowes , I will chooſe the 
{afeſt courſe, thatis, to thinke, and ſpeake all 
good of them; aſſuring my ſelfe thereby to 
gaine, but neuer to looſe. For nothing is 
more dangerous,then to be ruled by our owne 
will, and to refuſe a certainty, for an vncer- 
tainety . Charity neuer thinketh amiſſe. And 
I Gods it a charge great enough for me, to 
judge and diſcerne mine owne conſcience, 
my affetions, my wordes, and deedes : and 
not to buſie my ſelfe in cenſuring theſe, not 
curiouſly to intermeddle in others aQtions. 
For vyvho made me a Iudge, betweene God 
and my fiſters? or betweene them and their 
owne conſciences? Truly no man . Avoide 
thou therefore, or haſt thou ought: elſe to 
ſay ? Iplainely ſee thou art nowe overcome, 
in ſeeking to ſuggeſt to me a ſuſpition of m 
fiſters, vvhich 1s a moſt damnable, and wick- 
ed thing , and wholy repugnant to holy, and 
true meaning ſimplicity, whereof God him- 
ſelfe is the chiefelt Author : with vvhome, 
no man may, or can at any time diſſemble. 
Andif any man will ſay, that miſtruſt, or ſuſ- 
pition may be ares and allowed in a Su- 
periour,, or any one that hath rule ouer 0- 
thers, and that my before alleadged rea- 
ſons bee not ſufficient to' refute him, Jet 
him aſſyre himſclfe, that . greate diligence, 
D nj. much 
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much wiſedome, and carefull circumſpeRion, 
muſt therein be vſeg : and that for this reſpect, 
as experience teacheth vs . If a man wil be ſaſ- 
pitious of his wifes loyalty and honeſty, & ſhe 
ſhall perceaue her "a6 we diſtruſt: although 
perhaps before ſne were true to him, and ho- 
neſt; yet may ſhe thereby be moued to diſloy- 
alty . Whereupon Seneca ſaith, Suſprtion # the 
canſe of many mens ſmne, Therefore conſidering 
their intention and purpoſe is good: vvby 
ſhouldeſt thou ſay their ations are naught, 
whenin all likelihoode they might erre , cither 
through ignorance, or ſimplicity, or want of 
experience, by ſome ſodaine motion, or hu. 
mane frailtic, or by ſome naturall imperfe&ion 
which they arc ſubje&to. Andin all theſe ac- 
cidents, no malitious, or foglith raſh judgment 
is to be giuen . But rather we muſt pittio and 
be ſorrowfull for ſuch imperfeRions , and ex- 
cuſe them charitably for the Lowe of God . But 
if this apſwere in reaſon will not ſuffice thee, 
becauſe thou ſaiſt their offences be too appa- 
rant, then I ſay, God by his ſecret judgment 
ſuffereth ſuch thinges to happen, through 
whoſe prouidence, all thinges happen, that 
excecde our groſle capacities. And as he ne- 
uer ceaſeth of himſelte to doe good in vs : ſo 
ſometime permitteth he that we fall into ſuch 
tcwptations , which notwithſtanding hee oft 
| _  bunethy 
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turneth, either to the good of him that offen- 
dcd, or elſe, to the good of others, that haue 
ſeenc it . Take thou heede therefore, thou 
proceede no farther herein. For hee that will 
take vpon him to judge others, vndertaketh 
that which appertayneth to G O D, orrather 
deſfireth that himſelfe were GO D . Marke 
then wicked wreatch, what befell thy Father, 
when he aſpired to be like vato G O D. Far- 
ther, a horſe, or any other labouring beaſt, 
1s not of ſo malitious, or enuious a nature, 
that he ſuſpe&, or holde in jealouſic his fel- 
lowe beaſtes, or cenſure their actions in a 
wronge vnderſtanding . But hath his minde 
onlic ſette on his journey, and that hee may 
carry his burthen according to his Maſters 
minde. Neither regardeth hee if any of his 
fellowes errein their way , but with an honeſt 
emulation will labour to his power, to fol- 
lowe, or goc before thoſe he ought to imi- 
tate : which if he cannot, yet will he keepethe 
way that he is dire&ed, and not intermeddle 
with any but himſelfe. Neither will he ſeeke 
at any time to goe backe gan, orrelt in his 
journey 3 except thereby he may performe 
what he vndertaketh the better:neither grudge 
or repine at that he is commaunded, or back- 
bite, or ſlaunder his Maſter, or any other. 


Conſidering then, thatI hauc made my ſelfe 
| 3 
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a beafl for the Loxe of God: Imuſt hnmble and 
carry my ſelfe like a beaſt, and intermedle with 
nothing but with my ſelfe. 
CHAPTER. 74, 
| Of other exerciſes of Humility, 
D Eſfire hauing with admiration attentiuefy 
- # marked the exerciſes of H»mil:tie, ſaid va 
to her . Now findeI that true Lady Mother, 
which I have heard : that Hameltie contey- 
neth in her ſelfe, all juſtice, vertue, peace, qui- 
ctneſſe, and happinelle, and all ſpiriteall, and 
temporall comfort, and contentation. Yet far- 
ther, deſire to know one doubt;whether theſe 
naughty wenches, when they comein here a- 
mong(t you, be knowne by ſight : or whether 
they take the habit of your Virgms, and ſo by 
ſubteltie intermingle amongſt them : or what 
meane.and way you haue to diſcouer them. 
H VM. Truly Son, thy queſtion is a matter of 
great importance. Knowe therefore that the 
Drive goodneſſe hath hanged ” a Lampe in the 
mideſt of our chamber, called good Conſcience, 
which burnethday and night, beeing kindled 
with the oyle of his 2Zcrcy, and the wicke,, or 
cotton of holy Scriptzere. Farther,this I amp 15 to 
betyed with arope, called Watch ower our harts, 
to a nayle, which is called,Watch ower our ſences: 
Now ſo long as this Lamp 1s kindled and bur- 


neth: we neuer feare them, becauſe we doe pre- 
ſently 


ti 


ti 
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' Tently know them. And although they inter- 


mingle themſelues with the good: yet by their 
gate, we eaſely diſcernethe. For they be croke 
thouldered, and hault,and limp in their paſe,ſo 
that they neither can goe ſpeedcly, nor accor- 
ding to the vowe they made. But if through 
our ſinnes this Lampe be extinguiſhed, or by 

our negligence the nayle {[ippe out,or the rope 

chaunce to breake, or our Lord for our deme- 

rits withdrawe the oyle (which he neuer doth 
except we firlt ſhedde it) then are wen dark- 

nelle, and all things fall out to the worſt for 
VS. Therefore pray wee dayly to our Lord 
God, that it will pleaſe him of his goodnelie, 
to lighten our Lamp , ſaying with the Propher 
Daxid : For thu O Lord dſt !:ghten my Lampe: 

hyhten O God my darknes. D E. God Tbeſeech 
him, giue you his uu & charity:for you hane 
greatly comforted my ſpirits. HVM. Take 
nowe for thy companions theſe Virgins here, 

& let them ſo long accompany thee, vntil thou 
be throughly armed with true feare: thatifby 

chaunce theſe wicked weches fortune to meete 
thee, they aduenture not to ſhew their hate & 
malice againſt thee,nor endeuour to withdraw 

thee from among vs. Here haſt thou Sexerirre 
againlt Concupiſcence of the fleſh the firſt. Mar- 

hood or ſtrength againſt Concupiſcence of the ezes 
the ſecod. Hwmilny againſt Pride of bfe the third. 
- 
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Diligence againſt Negligence, the fourth. Gentle- 
neſſe againſt Ialice,the fift. And now the grace 
of God be alwayes with thee. 
CHAPTER. xs. 
Of the vertues, that be daughters 
of Humilie. 

H VM. Thus by the grace of Almighty 
God, and the helpe and aſſiſtance ofmy 
forenamed husbande : Iouercome and fibdue 
my enemies, and my ſelfe. Defire much pleaſed 
with this diſcourſe of Humility, ſaid to her : 

DE. Ientreate you Lady Mother, that it ma 
ſtand with your good likeing,, that I may viſe 
and be acquainted with the Virgins ofthis ſo- 
ciety. HV M. Proceede my Sonne aſliſted 
with Gods grace, moſt willingly Iaflent to thy 
deſire. And thou daughter, which art ſteward 
of this houſe , accompany him, and ſhewe him 
the houſe, and brin Fm to the Celles of cuerie 
Virgin. This ſaid, Defre departed chearefully 
out, ofthe Lady Mothers chamber, accompa- 
ned with Nhili-penſio or C ontempt of all ynne- 
ceſſary cares, Who was ſteward of the houſe, & 

ouerneſſe of the Nouices, and was carried b 
erto the Cell ofa Virgin, who was the frft, 
& eldeſt daughter of Hwmiliry,called Confeſſion, 
of whome he asked the manner , of her life and 
conditions. CONE. I am the daughter of 
our Mother Humilty, and the ſcholler of this 
Vir 
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Virgin here our gouerneſle, with whomeT oft 
frequent, and am much delizhted with her fa- 
miliarity,and acknowledge my ſelfe what Iam, 
according as I finde my [elfe in examining my 
conſcience. Deſire thought this Virgin of rare 
and finguler vertue, and departing from her 
was broughtinto the Cell of an other daughter 
of Humility, whoſe name was Deſire of Contepr, 
who receauing him curteouſly , was asked of 


Defre, both her name and conditions. V IR. 


my nameis Deſire of Contempt, becauſe I deſire, 


not to be honoured or eſteemed of any man. 
Deſire wondered hearing this Virgin defire to 
be ſo much contemned,conſidering how diffe- 
rent it was from the mindes of moſt men . But 
admired her vertues, finding, the did it for the 
Loxe of God. And leauing her,was broughtin- 
to the Cel of an other Virgin, whoſe name was 
To reioyce in being contemned. Of whome Deſire 
being entertayned,demided likewiſe her name 
and conditions. V I R. My nameis Toreiozce 
20 be contemned. For I wiſh to be deſpiſed, ſcor- 
ned, and iniured for the Lowe of God. DE. 
Inſtru& me I beſeech you how I may attayne 
to this vertue, for ſuch is the haughtines of my 
proude minde,that I doe.not only reioyce : but 
am grieued and repine if I be contemned, ſcor- 
ned, deſpiſed, oriniured. V IR. Thatpro- 
ceedeth from want of Hxmilnty , whoſe vertue 

1$ 
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3s to contemne, and negle& her ſelfe for tlie 
Loue of God. And truely this is an apparant 
token that thou aboundeſt vvith pride , and 
ouer much ſelfe loue . But ſeing thou art by 
G OD conduQted hither into this Monaſte- 
ry, we will willingly inſtruc thee, in all kinde 
of vertue, and altering thy habit, will make 
thee anewe man, and will dire& and inſtruc 
thee , how to ſpeake with the Loxe of God, 
for other wayes thou ſhalt be ſure for to looſe 
thy labour . Therefore if thou wouldeſt at- 
tayne to my vertue , thou muſt imprinte in 
thy hart my Siſter , Deſire ro bee contemned , 
| thinking and determining thus with thy ſelfe , 
henceforth will I deſire to be ſcorned and con- 
temned , and to be negleed of all men for 
the Lowe of God. This defire once throughly 
fixcd in thy hart , thou ſhalt by degrees at- 
tayne to my vertue , through prayer ſtudy , 
and dil:gent endeuvour . And although at 
the beginning thou ſhalt endure ſome 1a- 
bour and payne : by ſtriving to ſubdue and 
maſter thy owne appetites : Yet perſeuer to 
the cnd , and thou ſhalt gette the viRorie . 
In ſo much that thou ſhalt rejoycez when any 
thinge 15 ſaid or done to thee , contrary to 
thy likeing . Farther thou muſt by degrees 
enforce thy ſelfe to deſire, to be ſcorned , deſ- 
piled and contemned, For it is moſt true , that 

no 
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no man can be humble, that is not juſt. And 
he that ſhall not defire, to be deſpiſed, con- 
temned , mocked , and debaſed , this man can- 
not be called juſt. DE. How may that be, 
that whoſocuer deſireth and wiſheth not to 
bee deſpiſed, ſhould bee ſaid to bee aman vn- 
juſt . For by that accompt, wee ſhall finde 
bat fewe juſt men, and in my opinion this can- 
not be true. VIRG. I wifl eaſely prooue 
whatT haue ſaid. It cannot be denied but that 


hee is juſt , which giueth to each man , thax-, 


ht : if therefore man can chalenge 
nothing elfe for himſelfe, but to be contem- 
ned , ſcorned , mocked and debaſed; hee is 
not juſt which deſfireth, not to bee ſo vied. 
DE. I would heare you prooue that, and 
ſhewe plainely how , nothing but contempt 
is due to man. VIRG. I will. Firſt there 
15 no queſtion , but that all that which is good, 
ought be loued, honored, deſired, and pray- 
ſed , and how much greater and better it 1s, 
ſo much the more it oughtto be loued :-con- 
trarie wayes , that what ſo is naught, oughtto 
bedeſpiſed, hated, rejeted, and ſuppreſſed. 
Now if itbe true that euery men is 111, it fol- 
loweth that of right hee muſt bee contemned 
and deſpiſed. DE. Tell mee how all men 
are to be ſaid to be naught. VIRG. Only 
GOD is goad, theretore all men are naught. 


DE. 


which is rig 
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DE. I cannot yeald to that concluſion. VIRG, 
Logitians ſhall proue, that none is good but 
God : and whatſoeuer is not God, is not good, 
butill . Andif man beill , that all ſhame, re- 
proach, and contempt is due to hith. 

CHAPTER. 16, 

How all creatures are o00d, and yet none us 

good, but Ged himſelfe. 7 
TNESIRE.A am not yetreſolued by thy 
alleadged reaſons, conſidering thou ſailt 
that God is good, and that whatſocuer is not 
God, is not to beiſaid good. And the holy 
Scripture ſaith, that God ſawe all thinges that 
he had made, & that they were not only good, 
but very good. Farther, conſidering God is 
good (as indeede he is the chiefe goodnefſle it 
ſelfe, and the efficient cauſe, and beginning of 
allthin ges created)all things that he hath made 
muſt of neceſsity be good, that the worke be 
anſwerable to the workeman that made it. 
Whereupon it followeth, that whatſoeuer God 
hath _ muſt of neceſitic be very good.Be- 
ſides, conſidering man is the moſt excellent of 
all corporal creatures, it is plaine, that he is not 


only good, but very good. And then if hebe 


$ood, by thy ownerule it followeth, that both | 


onour and loue, are due.to um. VIRG. 
Iwill not maintaine a long diſputation vvith 


thee, for that diſagreeth with the rules of H#- 


miluy, 
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mility , only I will open what I haue ſaid more 
at large, thatthou maiſt better vnderſtand my 
meaning. The ſcripture ſayeth , that none 1s 
cood butonly God. Which is thus to be vn- 
erſtood, that only God is eſſentially good; 8& 
to be good is only proper to him. And what 


focuer he hath made , may be ſaid to be good, 


articipating in goodnes,giuc to the God: 
For whatſoeuer goodnes they haueF Gods, 
not their owne. So when thou ſeeſt good giftes 
beſtowed on any creature from aboue, thou 
mult honor and loue ſuch a creature; But this - 
honor and loue muſt be referred to God, and 
not to the creature . Therefore our ſelues and 
all creatures are to beloucd of vs, becauſe they 
be good in their eſſence or being, as the crea- 
tures of God & this is, to loue God in his crea< 
tures. Let not therefore any man deſire, to be 
prayſed or honored for his owne ſake : but for 
the goodneſſe which God hath beſtowed on 
him: attributing and referring itall to GOD. 
Forit1s onething that nan hath from God, but 
an other which he hath ofhim ſelfe.From God 
he hath what good ſoeuer is , but from hin 
ſelfe whatſoeuer is ill . He hath from God that 
he repreſenteth,and carrieth his Image & like- 
neſſe. But ofhim ſelfe through wicked life and 
euell manners, he is made altogither diſlike to 
God, Alſoitis giuento himby the graceof 
oe: © God, 
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God,to deſire to be good and cndued with vers. 


tue : but of himſetfe he defircth ill , anddocth 
thoſe thinges that moſt diſpleaſe God. From 
hence we learne that thoſe thinges which are 
beſtowed on man from aboue,are greatly to be 
honoured , and highly to be eed , Whichare 
the coditions of his creation & his natural bleſ- 
fings , &yetnot to be loud for his owne ſake, 
but for the honor of God :co6trary thoſe things 
to be hated , which are in man himſelfe, as his 
vices offences &al other imperfeRions.So that 
diucrſly we honor & deſpiſc,louc & bate ſome 
thinges,in one & the ſelfe ſame man. And be he 
endued with neuer ſo great vertue & devotion? 
Yetlethim be aſſured, that ofhimſelfe he hath 
nothing that is yr , and ſtill let him defire 
that in regarde of the good giftes beſtowed on 


him by God, be they vertue, deuotion or other | 


ſpirituall benefits, that God alone be honored 
and loued for them, and that all prayſe be gi- 
uen to him as tothe fountayne of all goodnes. 
But for the ſinne in him, which he knoweth 
to be his owne, let him defire to be deſpiſed, 
hated , and contemned of all men . This doing 
Ifayhe isto be accomptediuſt. But if every 
uſt man ſhall defire to be contemned aſter this 
ſort, how greatis the injuſtice of a man defiled 
with4ſinne, not only not to defire to be con- 
« xcmned as I haue ſaid ; but to defire my las 

our 
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' b6ur to be honoured and extolled : Let not 


® 


therefore a wreatched ſinner thinke and 1ma- 
gine that he hath ſhewed much Humility, m 
deſiring to be contemned, or let him not be the 
better perſwaded of him ſelfe, therefore conl1- 
dering the moſt holy , vertuous, and deuoutcit 
man 15 bound of duty to deſire as much. 
CHAPTER. 17.- 
| | Of the ſame. | 
D Efire was nota little pleaſed herewith,and 
17 aid to this Virgin. DE. I beſeech you 
Siſter inſtru and dire me, by what meanes I 
may attayneto this holy Deſire. V IR. Two 
wayes there bee, by which thou maiſt obtayne 
it, which are the Lowe of God, and a holy Purpoſe, 
to object & umbaſc thy ſelfelike to alabouring 
beaſt : ro which holy Purpoſe our Gonerneſſe 
hath wedded her ſelf. And if thou wilt be ruled 
by my directions, thou ſhalt finde thy felfe not 
alittle aſſ:iſteth thereby. D E, Moſt willingly 
will I beinſtruted by you. VIR. Then aſture 
thy ſelfthatthe Loze of God whome Iperceaue 
thou art ſo defirous to finde, hath no more dan- 
gerous & hurtful enemy the is thy owne body, 
Inure thou thy ſelfe therefore daily to this cu- 
ſtome that euery morring thou ſay to thy ſoul. 
Letme ſeenow my ſoule , how thou wilt this 
day hate thy body,which is ſo greatan enemy, .. , 
to thy ſweete Saujour and Creator 4iE S V.S, 
| F 1j. aud 
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and how much thou wilt deſire, that it maybe 
deſpiſed , afflicted, tormented, and ſcorned. At 
meght likewayes ſay thus againe . Now ſhewe 
me my ſoulc how this day, thou haſt deſpiſed, 
thy body ſo rebellious againſt thy moſt ſweete 
Lord I k SVS, & how thou haſt deſired that 
it might be afflied, and iniured of all men, and 
haſt lIaboured that nothing be pardoned it , but 
haſt carried thy ſelf moſt ſeuere againſt it. This 
doing deare Brother, and ſtill conuerſing in 
theſe good thoughts, and euer ——_—_ in 
this thy deſire, this only exerciſe in time will 
bring thee,to an exceeding perfeftion of perfit 
; — and will teach how to ouercome,and 
1 


ght the moſt dangerous enemy , and | 


ut to 
bo trayer of thy ſoulez and in concluſion thou 
ſhalt thereby attayne,to ſo greate hatred of thy 
ſelfe : that thou ſhalt wiſh & labour to be con- 
temned and deſpiſed. And when hereafter thou 
ſhalt happen to be contemned of ſome manz 


then ſticke faſt tome, &forſake not my ver- 


tue. But with rejoycing and thankes giuing to 
God, ſay thus to thy ſelfe. Now thankes be to 
God, who hath reuenged me of my cnemie. 
Defre being much contented with the direRi- 
on of this Virgin, tooke leaue of her , and was 
broughtinto the Cell of an other daughter of 
Humility , whoſe name was Simplicity, who re- 
ceauing him louingly, was asked by him her 


name, | 


& 
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name, vertue, and conditions. STM P. My 


' names Simplicitie. My office and conditions 


is to behaue my ſelfe ſimply, ſincerely , and 
lainely towardes all men : and to conceane no 
| vong orill meaning of any thing, that I ſhall 
happen to heare or to ſee : but to thinke all 
thinges to be done rightly and holylie, and to 
thinkeill of no body but my felfe : For I ever 
ſuſpe& and feare my ſelfe , and continually 
watch ouer my thoughts and deſires, ſtillloo- 
king into my ſelfe, and holding open the right 
eyc of perfe&t wiſdome, whereby 1 may eſ- 
chewe and auoide all cuell, and our Mother 
Humility , be made more ſtrong in hervertue. 
DE. What 2? is not H#mitie endued with all 
kinde of vertue, except thou hold, and keepe 
open thy eye. STM P. No conſidering Sim- 
ny without W/:ſdome , is of no eſtimation , 
ut hurteth rather then helpeth . For the Loze 
of God loueth no man , but ſuch as thall come 
with truc knowledge and F/:1ſdome. 
CHAPTER. 16. 

Of the manners and conditions of Simlicttie. 
ESIRE. Now then I deſire to be in- 
ſtrutcd by you my Siſter, how and in 

what mannez you behaue your ſelfe , ſimply 
towardes all ſortes of people. SIMP. In 
three thinges,which are,in thought, warde,and 
decde. Firſt I neuer vſe to thinke ypon thoſe 


E aj. thinges:; 
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Nery,& the other ſeated in this deſert; where at 
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things : which are aboue my knowledge & ca- 
pacity, neither defire I, the honors, eſtimations, 
& vanities of this world, but ſtil perſeuer in this 
humble thought, that Iam the moſt abje& of al 
the world and vnaworthieſt that liueth to be the 


ſeruant of God: thinking all other holy & ver- - 


tuous,& repleniſhed with al kindes of grace & 
vertue. Secondly Ireſolue to vſe no flattering, 


 feyned;ordeceiptful wordes,but a playne afhr- 


mation or elſe a deniall,that 1s only,yea,yea : or 
no,no. For whatſoeuer is more,prgceedeth not 
of good, but from the roote & grqud of vanity. 
Thirdly Ihaue determined to 
no worldly, curious, or vay 
ſuch only as arc ſimple, and yet neceſſary, leaſt 
thereby I be drawne to vanity or ſingularity, & 
thereby be expelled & kept out fromhece.For 
togdoe an ation ſimply , bringeth Humility of 
hart, but otherwayes to doe is moſt ful of perils. 


DE. As how. SIMP. Thou ſhalt vnderſtand 


1emy ſelfe,in | 
workes, butin | 


3 II 


— 


Defire,that our gouernes & Lady Mother Hw- | 


mlitie, hath ſet me here, & impoſed this charge 


onme, to keepe ſafely in this Monaſtery two | 


rare Iewels which are remayning here, which 
are the one, Purity of hart, the other Innocency 


T he valew whereof is of ſo high eſtceme , that | 


they cannot be priſed according to their wor- 


thines. For the obteyning whereof this mona- 


the 
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the beginning foaded & built. And what good 


Heuer we doe,is referred to the getting & kee- 
ping theſe Iewels, But if Curioſity Yanity,or Sin= 
gularitie ſhold enter by the gate of our hart, our 
mouth , or eſe our a&tion they would ſteale & 
carry away both theſe Iewels fr6 vs. And ther-. 
foreif any of our Virgins ſhall not mploy all 
their thoughts, words, & workes to get & pre- 
ſerue theſe : we accompte them fooles, not vn« 


| derſtading what they vndertake. DE. Why do 


you ſo carefully preſerue theſe Tewels conſide- 
ring that by your profeſſion you haue vowed 
pouerty ? it is dangerous leſt you ſhould offend 
1n couetouſnes , keeping ſuch vnneceſſary and 
pretious iewels,coſidering many poore people 
may ſterue through want of them. SIM. Here- 
in thou artdeceaued : For although in poſleſ- 
ſing, louing,or deſiring ritches or goods,a man 
may fin in covetouſnes, according to the intEti- 
on,for which he ſhal deſire them: yet can there 
beno fin in poſſeſſing theſe Tewels, in regarde 
that we deſire, keepe, & preſerue them only for 
the Loxe of God,therwith to honor & ſerue him, 
atſuch time as it ſhal pleaſe him to come hither 


amongſt vs; or when we conucrſe with him in 


his holy houſe. Ruſt and canker, conſume and 
fpoile other worldly Iewels : But theſe that are 
kept &layde vp in our harts,no ruſt, no caker, 
no corryption can conſume. For no man can ſe 

E nj. them 
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them but he, which doth poſleſſe them. DE. 
If he ſhall lay them open, cannot ruſt then hurt 
them 2 SIMP. No : for -if purpoſely hee 
ſnew them, that others ſhould ſee them, then 
doth not hepoſleſle them any longer. For he 
that hath them doth not thinke, he hath them 
but laboureth ſtill that he may getthem. And 
many times our Saujour doth ſo beſtow them, 
that he that hath , them doth not know he hath 
them. Which our moſt louing Lord doth to 


\ thisintent , that preſumption and ſelfe liking 


which lurke in mens harts, ſhould not ſecretly 
Neale them and take them away . Therefore 
whoſocuer doth moſt of all other poſleſle 
them: doth with al ſecrecy that he can conceale 
them, and hide thetn. 
CHAPTER 19. 
How Purity of hart , and Innocency 
way be preſerued. 

ESIRE much delighted with this diſ- 

courſe of Smyplicitie, ſaid to her . DE. 
tell me by what meanes theſe pretious Jewels 
may be preſcrued. SIMP. There is one thing 
amongſt others very neceſlary,for novices and 
young folkes, and the ſame not vnprofitable 
for thoſe that be of more yeares, which is to 


 fivand tolocke, andto _ cloſe our gates 


from much company. For ifa man will vlethe 


fanuliarity,and fellowſhippe of many,and take 


delight 
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delight to heare and to ſee many things, he ſhal 
hardly be able to preſerue theſe Tewels, for 
our mindes may wel be compared to a looking 
glaſſe, which repreſenteth the likeneſle of anie 
thing ſet before it, or to wax which reteyneth 


the impreſsion of a zeale. D E. Buthow can 


one fly or ſhut the dores that liveth continually 
in a Religious ſociety ? for ſuch a perſon hath 
occaſion to goc into many places, and the Su- 
periour comandeth ſometimes one thing, ſome 
times an other, and ſuch a party is enforced to 
talke , with many & often commanded to con- 
uerſe with all ſortes of people. For othe wayes 
he ſhall be accompted finguler, and ſingularity 
although it be covered with a ſhew of holines 
and vertue : Yctis it hatefull, and ought to be 
eſchewed and ſhunned. S IM P. It 1s true as 
thou ſayelt, we muſt heare, ſee, and ſay manie 
thintes for obedience, whichif wedid of our 
owneaccorde and deſire, we ſhould offende. 
But when obedience and charity doe moue vs 
there vnto (prouided we be not negligent but 
docour beſt endeuours,) there is no doubt to 
be had for looſing theſe Iewels. DE. What 
mult we doe in doing our endeuours 2 SIMP. 
It is needful that whoſoeuer would keepe theſe 
Jewels of Paritze & Innocencie,8& either for obe- 
dience or neceſſity cannot be ſecluded,nor liue 
1n ſolitary or vnfrequeted places, it is neceſlary 


Ifay 
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I fay that hemake me his companion, who tru-' 
ſting to my fellowſhippe, (he trauaile all the . 


world about) yet needeth not feare to looſe 
theſe Tewels. DE.I deſire you to explaine your 
meaning by ſimilitudes, for ſo, ſuch as be bur 
fimple [oat the better vnderſtand you. SIMP. 
It is requiſite fora man, that will haue Pwrirre 
of hart and Innocencie , (which are the eſpecial 
meanes to attayne to all vertues , and by which 
we may readily come to all warreR , perfe& 
charity., and the chiefe marke which we ſtoote 
at, thatis the Lowe of God.) It is neceſſary as I 
haue ſaid to attayne to theſe vertues,to fly con- 
uerſation, & ſhut the gates againſt copany.It he 
cannot do ſo, then let him take me a c6panion, 
and in all thinges that he ſhall heare or ſee, (lll 
keepe me in his right eye . And when the left 
eyc ſhall ſecke to behold any thing , that ma 
talt of couctouſnes, or of fooliſh, or of _ 
judgement, then let him bchold the ſame with 
the righteye of Swpplicitie, thinking & perſwa- 
ding thus fimply with himſelf. That every man 
and woman, brother & ſiſter &c. is the Angell 
and Sonne of Almighty God, & that all other 
thingesare certayne inſtruments or Organnes, 
which without.intermiſfion doc laude & praiſe 
their Creator. And by the ſame rule what ill ſg 
euer he ſhal heare,or ſe of his neighbour, Jet the 
right eyeexcuſcit, & colteritto the beſt. And 
let 
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lethim prayſe & glorifie God, for all his crea- 
tures which the laſt eye of couetouſnes ſhall al- 
lure him to deſire, calling to minde the beauty, 
comlines & goodnes offiis Creator, and all 0- 
ther his proprieties, ſaying thus to him ſelfe. I 
will not 7 gs loue any thing created to any 
other end, but that in them, and with them [ ; 
may loue and prayſe God, likewiſe in all his. 
wordes and actions, it 1s very neceſſary thathe 
aſſociate himſelf with me. DE. How ſhall we 
fay,all the ations of mE are done in ſimplicity. 
SIM P. When their intention ſhal be ſimple, 
pure; and right,and all that they doe being of it 


felfe good , thall be alſo juſt & right, in all cir- 


cumſtances of time, place & perſon, & ſhal not 
do any thing, but cither for the honor & prayſe 
of God,or for the good of the ſoule,or body of 
himſelfe,or his neighbour, or els for the benefit 
ofthe whole comon wealth , he that doth thus, 
walketh ſimply in al his ations. And whoſoe- 
uer ſhal chooſe & keep Siml:city for his copa» 
mon, heliveth & walketh ſecurely & happily. 

CHAPTER. 20. 

Of Pomertze. 

D Efre much pleaſed with this diſcourſe of 
7 Smplicitie , taking his leaue of her was 
brought to the Cell of an other of Humiliies 
daughters , whoſe name was P-zerty , of 
whome being louinglie entertayned, he ſpak 

| t'> 
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to heras followeth . DE. I amnotalittle des 
lighted with your fellowſhip & acquaintance, 
a{luring my ſelfe, how dearely you are beloued 
ofthe Lowe of Ged, & therefore deſire to know . 
your conditions and courſe of life. POV. 1 
contemne & refuſe for the Lowe of God, to have 
orpoſleſle any worldly or tranſitory goods. 
DE. In what thing then, conſiſteth your joy 
and only comfort? P O V. My only treaſure 
and riches is for the Lowe of God, to be poore, 
and poſleſle nothing .D E. I cannot but great- 
ly meruaile thereat, ' conſidering that as I hauc 
heard of others, this Monaſtery was firſt foun- 
dedand built by a Lord,thatis the moſt noble, 
rich, and bountiſull of al the world . What then 
ſhould be the reaſon, or his intention, that the 
inhabitantes of 1t, ſhould be ſo poore and nee- 
dy ? neither ynderſtand I how your pouertie 
can be ſo acceptable to him. P O V. I will 
tell you. That Lord,which is founder & buil- 
der of this Monaſtery, is King and Maſter of 
all the world, and hath, and keepeth his riches 
and treaſures all in his owne handes. And yet 
notwithſtanding,it is his will and pleaſure,that 
we ſhould liue in continuall pouerty,to the end 
wefixenot,or ſettle our love and affetion,on 
any other creature, but on himſelfe. He could if 
it ſo pleaſed him, beſtow abundance on vs: but 
to his beſt beloued, he doth not; becauſe __ 
| ſhoul 
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ſhould loue him only, and hate this world, and 


| + the vanities thereof. And wee cannot aske a 
more manifeſt token of his loue towardes vs, 


then thacthe ſuffereth vs to bee in neceſsity in 
this miſerable life, & ſendeth vs not thoſe plea- 
ſures, which fraile fleſh would couet. And yet 
farther, he will haue vs ſpend our liues in po- 
uerty, leaſt temporall,and needles cares ſhould 
ouercome our weake mindes ; but will, that we 
ſhould ſerue him, with quiet cotented thoughts 
and not be mooued, either with loſle, or gaine 
of worldly commodities, or too much rejoyce 
or lament, in proſperity, or aduerſity , with 0- 
uer great mirth, or exceeding ſorrow: but haue 
our harts ſtill vnited to him 1n peace,and con- 
tentation ? without any tniſlike. For ſuch 1s the 
diſpoſition of tbe Lowe of God, that he will not 
inhabit but in ſtill and ſequeſtred places. DE. 
Whatis the eſpecial vertue that is in you. POV 
Toconforme and frame my ſelfe according to 
my ſiſters, amongſt whome I live. And al- 
though I defire to poſlelle nothing : yet to 
keepe outand expell an enemy of ours, that 
ſeeketh daily to enter amongſt vs, and deſtroy 
our garden, and eate yp our fruit, whoſe name 
IS Sizgularity: our Lady Mother will haue mee 
livelike my other ſiſters. And yet that Llooſe 
notthe reward of my vertue ſhee hath mar- 
ried meto a holy Parpeſe, whoſe mame is, to 

ake 
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«be nething. And farther, ſhe telleth me if Twil 


attaine to perfe&tion, that I mult reſt content , 
with that which is giuen me,be it much, or litle; 


and accept as thankfully, of grofle and homely 


: 


diet, as of that which thall be prouided at the | 


colUieſt price,and to leaue part of that which is | 


alowed to me, and to be content for the Lowe of 
Goa, to take ſo much only,as neceſsity ſhal de- 
fire. DE. That is,as if one thould deſire to be 
better then good, or labour to doe more then 
he were bound to doe. For if Irightly vnder- 
ſtand it, that Lord which hath founded and c- 
reed this Monaſtery , commaundeth you to 
haue the ſpirit of pouerty,as the Prophet ſaith. 


Tf thou aboundin riches, beware thou ſettle not thy | 


loue on them. Wheteby I _ that the vertue 
of pouerty, doth not conſiſt in hauing, or poſ- 
ſeſsing much, or little: but in theloue , or con- 
tempt wetake in them. PO V. Idoenotde- 


_ ny, butthatthe ſpirit of pouerty conſiſteth in |, 


-the minde, yet notwithſtanding it is much ſa- 
fer for the Loxe of God, to poſſeſſe nothing : 
conſidering our loue and aftection to rich and 
beautifull thinges, is ſo fraile and prone, that 
hardly can wee have them, without fixing our 
loue on them. Leaſt therefore ſuch worldlie 
riches ſhoulde gayne ſome parte of our loue 
from the Lowe of God which is already but ſmal 
towards him, it is good (as the ſaying is)to re- 

moue' 
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toue the ſtrawe farther from the fier . For 
the Love of God, doth chalenge of duety all the 
loue of man wholy to him ſelfe , and manie 
there bee that herein flatter themſelues , ſay- 
ing, Idoenot immoderatelic loue this or that 
thing , neither would I to much ſorrow if it 
where taken from me. But belecue mee affe- 
ion, and louc is ſo ſubtle a thing , that hardly 
are men founde not louing what they poſleſle. 
Neither can we hauea better exatnple hereof 
thenour SAVIOVR CHRIST him- 
ſclfe, who when he could haue poſleſſed the 
wholeritches of the world, without feare to 
loue or affect them extraordinarily : yet re- 
member how ncedely , and poorely not him= 
ſelfe liued , but alſo his Bleſſed Mother and 
his Holy APOSTLES. Which, howe 
can we anie other wayes conceaue : but that 
we muſt neither affe& , or poſleſle any world- 
ly ritches : For which cauſe I haue clearely 
forſaken all ſuch vnneceſlary thinges, as I ve 
ſed to haue with me in my Cell reteyning no 
thing elſe, butthe Image of my ſweete S A- 
VIOV R hanging naked on the »Þ Croſle, 
thereby to remember his great louc to mee . 
] once vſcd to keepe many books with mee, 
but nowe poſleile only a Bible , the life of 
SAINCTES, andthelife ofmy SA V 
OVRIESVS, with ſome fewe other for 


my 
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my-deuotions. And reſt fully contented to 
meditate on ſweete Ieſus, and to buſiemy ſelte 
' with the booke of his holy life. . 
CHAPTER. 21. 
Of Obedience. 

D# receauing no leſle contentment from 
this Virgin , tookeleaue of her, and was 
brought to the Cel of an other daughter of Hu 
mality, called Obedience. To her Defire yealded 
very great reverence, in that ſhe ſcemed to him 
to be of high dignity,and authority,& of great 
eſtimation with the Loxe of God, and more be- 
loued of him, then her other filters . Now De- 
frre for reverence ſake, offering to kiſle her 
hand, was denyed of her, in regard that being 
the daughter of Hamility, ſhe would not al- 
loweeither reuerence or honour, to be ſhewed 
to her, but willing Deſire to fitte downe by her, 
he asked of her, her orders and conditions. 


OBED. Iammarried to a holy Purpoſe, cal- 


led, toomitte nothing I onght todoe . Hee is a 
mighty,ſtrong,and worthy Knight,who alone 
is able to ſubdue & put to flight, the moſt dan- 


gerous beaſt in all the world, called Selfe /l. | 


Whuch beaſt doth deſtroy, kill, and ſwallowe 
VP : all thatloucand obey her; and ſhee doth 


with a kinde of flattering allurement,entiſe and 


drawe to her al obſtinate people, of which, few 


forſake her, vatill ſhe drawethem into hell, & 
| vtter 


4 ED A R0om”S 


% AD. enero 


_ * Þ#®#® DF  PPIR EY OUT TE EY 


fn, bin gd A << 


edt _ 


on 


DESIDERTVS. 8x 


vtter damnation. The greateſt part of people, 
and almoſt all forſake me, notwithſtanding it 1s 
molt certaine, that without me, no mancan 


finde the Lowe of God, who is a Lord of ſo great 


dignity, and excellency, that the whole world | 
canot be compared with him. And in regard it 
hath pleaſed almighty God:to beſtow ſo good 
and noble a husband on me, I do not any thing 
but what he ſhall command me . Neither doe I 
deſire to be eaſed,or remitted, from that is com- 

manded me,except ſome vrgent necelsity con- 


rainc me thereunto. And in regard of theeues 


and robbers, which lie ſo ſecretly amongſt vs, 


that hardly they can be diſcried , or diſcouered 


bby vs, I never dare to walke alone. D E. What 


companion doe you vſe? OB ED. Firſt Itake 
with memy doggefor a companion, called as 
yours is, Goodwill. NextI joyne to me my 
fiſter Simplicity , and my daughters Dometion, 
Chtarefulneſſe , Diligence , perſeuerance, and P#u- 
7ity . But chicfely our Lady Mother Humility , 
doth alwaics aſlotiate her {elfe with mee. All 
theſe of neceſsitiemuſt I have with me, if I 
will ſecurely walke to doe that, which I am 


' commanded. DE. Tellmee I beſeech you, 


How doth your Mother Hwmilzy joyne her 
ſelfe with you for thatas yet I doe not vnder- 
ſtand? OBED. Inany thing that I vnder- 
take and doe , be itneucr ſo great, 1 doenot 

F j. flatter 
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fatter my fſelfe that T have done it well, neither 


haue Iany confidence in that Idoe, or by do» 
thin well, growe into pride of minde. | 


Ing an 

Nether perſwade I my ſelfe, that gthers could 
not doe it beſides my ſelfe, or that they could 
not doe it ſo well as my ſelfe, neither thinkeT 
my ſelfe good, if Idoe any thing thatis good, 
or woulde be prayſed for doing it, or thought 
by others apt and fitte to doe itz but with all 
humility I give the thankes to God, in thatit 
hath pleaſed him, to beſtowe vnderſtanding, 
wiſedome, and ability on me : for the love of 
him to doe ſo good a —_ AndIfay to my 
ſelfe, in roguad it hath pleaſed God to beſtowe 


his grace on me, to execute ſucha worke , for | 


this thing eſpecially I holde my ſelfe bound to 
him. And thereforedefire Invthing elſe of 0+ 
thers, but that they will honor and praiſc God. 
Andthat vntill the laſt day of my life, nothing 
butlabour and paine be allotted to me, all ho- 
nour, and praiſe be to Almighty God, and be- 


nefitte, and all good vnto my neighbour. No- | 


thing in this worldeas Ifay, I wiſh to my ſelfe: 


being aſſured, Ideſervenothing that is good 


of my ſelfe, neither deſireIany thing elſe, but 
that it woulde pleaſe our Lorde to beſtowe his 
loue on me, that thereby I may daiely encreaſe 
in vertue, and good life, and neuer offend him, 
butthatia the laſt houre of my. death, it-will 

—_— | pleaſe 
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pleaſe him (as I hope) to ſhewe himſelfe lo» 
uing and mercifull to me. 


-CHAPTER. 22. 
Of Chaſtiie. 


Eſre taking great comfort in this confe- 

rence with Obedience, leauing her, vvas 
brought to the Cell of the laſt daughter of 
Humility , whoſe name was Chaſtty. Ot whome 
as before deſire demanded her conditions . 
CHAST. Llamas thou knowelt the daugh+ 
ter of Hamilty of hart , and have attending on 
me two Virgins or handmaides the one called 
Abſtmence , the other Baſsfulnes . My ſpouſe 
or husband is called arch of hart , who is 
alwayes attended with a body , called Watch of 
fences, DE. Ibeſcech you bring mee to the 
fight ofthis Boy. CHAST. Iwilldoethat 
willingly. Defire npw much meruailed at the 
furniture of this Boy , for in his hand he held 
a bridle and}a ſtone , a kerchiefe or a vaile, 
and a chayne with a locke , to whome hee 


_ thus ſpake, Idefirethee my Sonue to declare 


to mee the true ſigmification of this furniture 
of thine. BOY. This bridle is to reſtrayne 
a naughty beaſt of my Maſters , vvhich al- 


though ſhe be little, yet when ſhee breaketh 


loſe thee ouerthroxeth all men, neither can 
T F j. ane 
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any man rule her but our Porter the Feare of 
God. DE. What is the name of this naugh- 

beaſt? B O Y. The Tongae. D E. What doeſt * 
thou with this ſtone? BO Y. I ſtoppe holes | 
with it, whluch are in this houſe, called the 
Eares, leaſt theeues enter thereat, as often they 
doe, whenit chaunceth that they be not ſtop- 
ped; and ſometimes alſo, Iputit in my mouth, 
that thereby I may enjoyne my ſelfe to ſilence. 
De. By that meanes, others will ſay thou art 
dumbe. BOY. I am not dumbe, but for ? 
the Loxe of God, I make my ſelfe dumbe. DE, 


bY FTIR RY Trraggroges + 


What ſeruice canſt thou ſhewe to him there. |,_ 


by 2 BO Y. Much. Conſidering that by this | 
dore thoſe two jewelles are loſt, which Smvpli- | 
city ſpake of, I meane [wmocencie and Purity of 
hart, and ſo long as I continue dumbe, I pro- 
vide, that the wine which our Virgins vſe, 


* runne not out, or be ſhedde. DE. What? 


deſt ſpeake? BO Y. No. For the ſpygotte | 


cannot be pulled out, but the wine wall bee | 


| 
| 
Couldeſt thou mot looketo that, if thou ſhoul- f 
thedde. D E. Mightnota veſſell be ſette vn- | 


'der, to ſaue the wine that runneth out>B O Y. 


There might, but great wiſedome , vnder- | 
ſtanding, and nds is to be vicd. And | 
am = bur little and young, neither can eaſcly (; 
performe that office, and ſo ſoone, al the wine 
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but winde remaine in it. D E. What ſignifieth 
this kerchiefe, or vaile? B O Y. Itis called P«- 
rity, and it ſerueth to couer the left eye, which 
cauſeth ſenſuality. D E.Do you couerthe right 
eycalſo?B O Y. No. for thatis the eye of Sw- 
plicty, which not only doth hurt,but alſo brin- 

eth forth all good,and fruitfull things. But the 
[ef is the eye of Senſualty, which is ofa more 
tharp ſight, then theleft, and annoyeth ys with. 
many diſcomodities: & finally, bringeth death 
it ſelfe: wherfore it is of neceſvity, that it be co- 
uered with this vaile, that thereby we may per- 


|  ceaueal thingswith purity. DE.Deliver it more 


plainely, how we may ſc al things more purely 
and clearely. BOY. All things are ſeenewith a 
pure hart : when they are beheld with one of 
theſe three eyes. Either with the eye of taking, 
good edification for our ſelues, or with the eye 
of honoring & glorifying God,or with the eye 
ofexcuſing & pitying our neighbor DE. This 
yet is obſcure,declareyour meaning more plain 
Ily.BOY. Iknow thou doſt vnderſtand meſuf- 
ficiently. DE. Although my ſelfe vnderſtand it, 
yet peraduenture others would expedt to bein 
ſtruted more plainly. BOY.Ialowe this wil & 
dcſire to profitothers, to be both vertuous,and 
worthy prajfe : conſidering it isa ſigneof no 
ſmall vertue & charity,both to ſeeke our owne 
good & benefit: & alſo that which may be the 
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ood of all men: And thou haſt heard manie 


thinges ſpoken in parables amongſt vs,the ex- | 


poſition whereof,is both profound & fruitfull; 
therfore when thou ſhalt returne hither againe, 
thou maiſt make a certaine comentary of ſuch 
thinges as thou haſt heard,and ſcene : whereby 
thou majzſt draw them out more at large and (as 
S.Greg.did vpon holy ]-5)cxplaine them more 
_—_— DE. You ſay well, & doubtnot but 
(God aſhiſting me)I wil performe as much.For 
notwithſtading to the learned,theſe ſimilitudes 
may ſerue, without farther explanation : y«t ro 
the ſimple ſort, it will bee neceſſary to haue a 


more plaine expoſition . Andit will bea vene | 
Freat encouragement to me,to-vndertake it : if ' 
be aduiſed to it by your councel.But now pro | 


ceed to tel the meaning of your furniture. Why 
doe you carry this chaine with a locke 2 BOY. 
Tris called T eperance of the meuth,wherewith we 
locke the gates ofthis houſe, leaſt the Virgins 
that dwell here,miight wander abroade . 'Forif 
we had not this chaine &this locke,ther would 
be no religion-amongſt vs, butall thing would 
be vaine. And this know for certaine,ſo long as 
I keepe my left eye coucred, although my eyes 
be open, yet Hee nothing. D E. How can that 
be,that youreyes being open yet you ſhall not 
ſee? BOY. Becauſemy eyes are fixed in my 
head,and although ſomictime Ilooke do wo 
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Geearth : yet therefleRion of my eyes retur-. 
ncth to my head, : 
| CHAPTER. 23. 
| The Concluſion of the firſt part. | 
D Eſrehauing diſcourſed after this manner 
with Chaſtzy, departed fro her with great 
contentment. And being guided out ofthis Mo 


- maſtery by the forenamed Steward, who tolde 


him he had now ſecneal the virgins ofthis Mo. 
naſtery , he asked if there were no other thing 
to bceſeene. ST. If thou thalt well obſerue 
what thou haſt here heard,and feene, and ſhalt 
with thy beft endeuour ſeeke to put them in cx. 
ecution,thou art ſufliciently furniſhed to finde 


- Out the Loweof God. But yet before thou. de- 


art hence, I will ſhew theea tree, that groweth: 
in our garde. Deſire beholding this goodly tree, 
beganne much to admire it, and the rather, be- 


' cauſeit carried two ſorts of fruit,and ſaidto the 


Steward. D E. What kinde of fruit is this? $ T, 
The fruit that groweth on the lower boughes, 
which are pale, and of divers colours, is called 


- Diftruſt of our ſelu:s, Bit that which greweth 


on the toppe of the tree,and is ofa pleaſantred 
colour, is called Truſt iz God, with which fruit 
all that come hither are to be fedde.For except 
they ſhall feede vpon this fruit their labour is. 
In vaine, and to no cnde,come they hither . 


on 
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on me, that Imay cate thereof in my journey, 1 


amto take. ST EW. Iwill eate thereof, of 


the fruit ofthe lower boughes which is, D//ruf#? 
of thy ſelfe , as much as ſhall be neceſſary : and 


fill all thy pockets with the fruit of the higher | 


boughes,that thou mailt cate therofin thy jours. 
ney & this wil ſerue thee, vntil thou come to the 
Houſe of the Lowe of God. Now Deſire ſuffi» 
ciently ſatisfied , with the fruit of the lowe 
bou b_ filled his pockets and boſome with 
the fruit ofthe higher boughes, and ſaid. D E, 
I beſeech you Siſter, now thew to me the ſpee- 
dieſt and moſt ready way to the houſe of the 


Lome of God. ST EW. Ircjoyce to ſetheeſo. 


furniſhed , and deſirous to vndertake the jour- 
ney to finde the Love of God. Yet not with- 
ſtading, I feare if thou trauaile alone, thou wilt 
hardly finde out the readicſt way,therefore wil 
I give thee truſty companions of our ſociety 
who ſhall goe, and guide thee the right way 
thou art to take. DE. Is not Good wil my dogge 
ſufficientfor that > ST EW. No truely. Er 
although he be very good, yetis not he ſuffi- 
cient for ſuch a journey , wherein are encoun- 
tred, not only many' dangerous wilde beaſts, 
hollowe pittes, roug —_— buſhes & bryers: 
but theeues, ſpoylers, and robbers, and ſuch as 
ſeeke to kill and deſtroy all paſſengers, where 
fore itis wiſdome not to truſt, to thy dogge 

} - ; ___ alone. 
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alone. DE. For theſealleaged reaſons Ipray | 

you, appoint me ſuch copanions as you thinke 
6 . STEW. Then take in thy come 
pany our Porter, the Feare of our Lord, who is 
a worthy and excellent man, whoſe company 
if thou wilt not forgoe, take likewiſe with thee 
his daughter Baſhfulnes, whome to be ſure to 
keepe, take an herbe with thee, called Humble 
caſting downe of thy eyes . And yetfarther take 
with thee an other companion, called S;mplicr- 
tie. And now Deſfre, 7 a on thy way voy 

garded with Gods bleſling.But yetmarke we 
this one leſſdn, although thou chaunce to looſe 
the Feare of God, or Smwplicitie; Yet beſureto 
keepe warely thy dogge about thee, for he will 
ſeruc to finde them againe. And ſee thatthou 
give him ofthe fruitin thy pocket, to cate of. 
And when thou art gone hence, keepe the way 
which leadeth on the left hand, where thou 
ſhalt findea path, whichis anearer way, then 
others, which will bring the dire&ly to. the 
houſe of Charitie, wherein dwelleth the Lowe 
of God. DE. What is thenameof thatpath, 

that if Thappe to-miſſe my way, I may aske 

it of other. STEW. Ir is called 
Patience, which is the ready 
and neareſt way to the 
| houfe of Haumilitie 

and-.Chenie, + if: 
| - 
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CHAPTER. 1. 
Of Patitnce, 


— 


—_—I 


TE = ESIRE bring.now well re- 


freſhed with the aboue named 
fruites, and accompanied with 
I] Good will his dogge , andthe 
4 EI} Feare of God the Porter on the 

he === one ſide, and with Swpliciry on 
the other fide, & having alſo his pockets filled 
with the fruit of Confidence in God, departed 
chearefully out of the houſe of Hunlity & wil- 
lingly wy fern the way of Patience. Which 
although he were told to be ſhort & pleaſant : 
Yet found he it rough , hard and vnplcaſant by 


_ reaſonof many brables & buſhes, which made 


him coplaine, &.ſay to S-wplicitie. DE.O good 
God how hard, _ difficult a way 1s this, con- 
trary to that I thoughtitto'be. STM P. Let 
not that ſeeme ſtrange, to thee Deſire for theres 
fore is it called the way of Parzerce, which ifit 
were not ſharpe & full of difficulties , it ſhould 
not be called, and knowne by that name, nei- 
ther ſhould the houſe to-which it leadeth be 
held in ſo greateſteeme:ifthe way wereplayne 
and caſic, andpaſhble for all people. But as it 
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is, none paſſe it but thoſethat be throughly 
excrcifed. And haſt thou not heard the old; pro 
uerbe. That no good thing can be obteyned 
without labour and pame; or pl eaſant, but firft 
by taſting the ſower ? wheretore hauing now 
vndertaken and entred the way : thou muſt of 
neceſſity endure the hardnes, comforted with 
this, that it will not long continue. For whoſo- 
euer will ſeeke to take the fiſh , muſt be con- 
tented ts wette his foote. And coldeſt thou 
1magine, thata thing ſo pretious as the Lowe of 
Ged,, cold be obteyned without labour and 
payne. Remember the ſaying of Seneca the 
Philoſopher . A thing of worth canner be bought 
for a trifle . For with great labours wee archme 

reat matters . And thou art deceaued , Deſire 
if thou thinke to get ſo richa treaſure with no 
labour , neither wouldſt thou make any great 
accompt , of the Lowe of God, if thou coldeſt 
finde him without any travaile. Goe to there- 
fore — gnd feare not labour , con- 
ſidering that after it, thou ſhalt reſt and bee 


. comforted vvith the Loxzeof God, , and thou 


wilt eſtceme the greatlier ofhm, and love him 
better; for the more payne thou endureſt. in 
finding him out : the greater will be thy joy 
and contengement after . And if thou fortune 
to be weary in the way , cate of the fruit which 
thou haſt, called Confidence of God; and con 
: Dots ale 


92 DESIDERIVS. 


ſhalt finde thy ſelfe to be ſtrengthned againe, 
Butif thou wilt fot feele the wearieſomes of 
thy journey, do as trauailers do, that paſſe ouer 
the paine with ſinging as they goe. Deſire ſome 
what coforted with this diretion of Smeplicitie 
ſaid. DE. How can we ſing, being accompa- 
ned with this reuerend and graue old Father. 
SIMP. It is his cuſtome to ſhewe himſelfe 
p_ geſture and apparell : but otherwiſe 

cis ſociable and pleaſant in converſation, for 
he is the brother of the Loxe of God, & ſingeth 
ſweetly, eſpecially when heheareth vs fing, 
not for wantonnes and leuity , but to cheare vp 
our ſpirits, and comfort our ſelues, being weary 
in our journey. D E. How ſhall I ſing that 
haueno voyce: SIMP. Thou canſt not lacke 
voyce , thatarta voyce thy ſelfe, Deſire mer- 
uailed to heare her ſay,he was a voyce and an(- 
wered. DE. How can you ſay that I ama 
voyce © STMP. Thou,as all other creatures 
walt created by Gods word ,& it 1s plaine that 
a voyce doth follow a word,conſidering there- 
fore that ſo ſone as God had ſpoke the word, 
preſently all creatures were made : it folleweth 


thatall creatures are voyces. DE. Explayhe 


this yet more plainely . STM P. Speech and 
the word are but one thing . For ſpeech is not 
that which is delivered with the mouth : but 
which being:conceaued in the minde, is m_ 
zc 
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ned within . But that which is expreſſed with 
the mouth, is a voyce, declaring theſpeechor 
word, conceaued in the hart, As for cxampleif 
I conceaue ſuchathought in my minde, that 
thou art a man, this is a word or ſpeech, and al- 
though vtter it not, yetT hold it within mee. 
But if I ſhall expreſſe 1t with my mouth, & ſay 
thou art a man, this is a voyce,, explayning the 
ſecret hers of my minde. DE. It I bea 
voyce, whoſe voyceamT. SIMP. Thouart 
the voice of God, by whothe thou walt created 
to this prayſc, honor & glory. DE. What thing 
then do Iſpeake of my ſelfe, if I bea voyce? 
SIMP. Thou ſaycſt God is good, by the 
goodnes of that eſſence, which thou haſt of 
God, euen ſo by thy owne beauty , thou giueſt 
a witneſle that he is beautifull, through whoſe 
beauty thou haſt attayned to ſuch goodnes and 
beauty, to conclude,whatſoeuer God hath cre- 
ated in thee, it is but a certayne —_—_— yY- 
ning the vertue & goodnes ofhim. DE. How 
can = ſay that, whatſocuer is in me created 
by God is a voyce : & not abſolutely whatſoe- 
uverisin meisa yoyce. SIM P. Thus,this fins 
and wickednes which God hath not made, are 
not his voyces, but thy owne, which ſpeake 
and declare that thou art filthy,nought,impure, 
and wicked. For as by the creatures of God 
Wearcledde and brovght to the knowledge of 


- 
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j him:fo by thoſe things which we do our ſelues, 
ll we may attaine to the knowledge of our ſelues. 
Fl CHAP R 2. eo 
How God may be knowne by his creatsres, | 

D Efire noted this diſcourſe of Simplicty,not | 
without great admiration, who although | 

ſhe feemed in ſhew but ſimple: yer found he her ' 
moſt wiſein theſe high and ſecret miſteries,and | 
ſaid to her. DE. Fo what end wold you have vs 
to ſing. SIMP., To the end we may forgett the | 
difficulties., and ſorrowes of this miſerable ba- | 
niſhtnent welwein : and looſe not our hope to 
come tothe houſe of Gods Charitie. Wherevn- | 
toto attayne; we ſhall findeno ſmall helpein | 
meditating vpon Gods creatures, which pur- | 
! 

| 


—— 


of 


poſely I haue placed in this journey of Pariece, 
that thou matcſt the foner come to the Loxe of 
God, if thou ſhalt be couerſantin this booke of 
his creatures . For by Patience we conceauca 
greatcr hope of the diuine ſcripture which is 
the whole world, which is no other thing then | 
| the booke of God. DE. Conſidering then that 
br wemuſt ſing , let vs do that for which cauſe we | 
UW are made voices,that is let vs prayſe God. SIM. | 
( 


i ; Tamwell contented, for ſo many voyces will | 
"8 joine with vs 1n ſinging.Sometime deſcit ſome | 
time the Fenor, ſometime the treble wil meete |, 
vs, & inthe beginning the Baſle, in the middeſt | 
the Tcnor & deſcant, in the end the Treble, & 1 
all ſortes of voyces, according to the multitude 
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Md variety of creatures,farther it is neceſſary(if 
we will doe according to the preſcript of mu-+ 
ſicke) that we enJdeuoureto bee skilfull in our 
ſong, for conſidering we have _— we muſt 
learne & vnderſtand the knowledge of ſinging 
DE. Who ſhal teach vs that ? SIM . Our owne 
voyces. For ſome creatures ſhall declare his 

owet and highnes, others his goodnes, others 
Fi wiſdome, others his getlenes, others his be- 
auty,others his ſweetnes, others his greatnes,0- 
thers his iuſtice, &others his liberality: & to this 
end God hath beſtowed on vs a kind of know- 
ledge of him ſelfe, according to every wans ca- 
pacity and nature, that thereby we may ſing & 
deliver his prayſe. For which cauſe Lentreats 
thee,endeuour m this thy journey to become as 
expert in finging as thou caſt, & the rather be= 
cauſe in the houſe ofthe Lone of God, to which 
thou doeſt trauaile,thereis nothing but ſinging 
Whither when thou ſhalt come, 1 would haue 
thee ſufhcietly 1nſtruQed in this arte. For who- 
ſocuer ſhal haue a good yoycein thus jorney, Sc 
ſhall ofren exerciſe it, it is f deve ſo amended, 
that it canot change. And as every mi through 
daily exerciſe ſhall learneto ſing un this life , ſo 
ſhall he bee there more excellent then others, 
DE. Teach me I pray you,how I muſt ſing by 
Gods creatures for of my ſelfc I ſhall not caſe-+ 
1ylearne it. SIMP. I will willingly doit. Now 
-meane tzume Deſire hauing trauailed far through 


} 
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the deſert : learned and proucd many vertuey 
and excellencies of our Lord and Sautour I FE. 
$ VS Chriſt. and the better, by theayde, aſfi- 
Nance, and direQion of his guide Swmplictie. | 
Yet was he to paile many great,dangerous;and | 
hard labours: ofte did he ſtumble, but Srrplicie 
x) ſupported him , that he could not fall. Not- | 
withſtanding ſometimes he fell, but preſently 
Smplictty gave him her hand . Sometimes he 
fell ſo dangerouſly, that except he had beene 
lifted vpagaine by the help of the Feare of God } 
hee never woulde, or coulde haue roſe againe. 
Sometimes when he ſhould goc forwarde, he 
xetyred backe, and when he ſhould hauerecea- 
ued benefit byGods creatures,he became much 
worſe. For he was not ſufficient careful to try 
out the ſecret yertues of yoyces, neither did he 
greatly regard his ſong, but ſuffered him ſelfe 
£o growe hoarſc, vntill being pricked and put 
forward with the Feare of God, helabouredto | 
Zoe forward. Oft times did thornes and bu- | 
' ſhes runinto his feete, but Simplicnre held him 
t 
: 
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vp, and the Feare of God plucked them out - | 
Laine. Sometime was he mch oppreſſed with 
Ilcepe, but the'Feare of God awaked him a-| 
- Laine. Off times being weary, he fate downe | 
_ -toreſthim, but Good! his dogge never left 
' barking, vntill he aroſe againe . | chr was | 
he ſo weary that throughznconſtancic of _ | 
64 


rtuey 


IE- | 


aſfi- 
Cite. 
and 
Plicie 


Not- þ 


ently 
es he 
Xeene 
fGod | 
ain. 
e, he 
ecca- 


much | 


tO 


| (clfe 
1d put 


re to | 


lid he | 


, 


DESIDERIVS. PET 


hedctermined to goe backe : but proſtenty ea- 
ting of the fruite in his pocket, he recouered 
ſtrength and kept on his way. Sometimes as he 
trauailed in the darknes of the night : heeloſt 
both the Feare of God and Simplicity, ſo that he 
wandered out of the right way, of his journey : 
but ſo ſone as the ſunne beganne to ſhine C 
the help of his Jogge, he found his way againe. 
Now after they had trauailed thus many dayes, 
they came to a pleaſant & delightful meadow, 
in the middeſt whereof was ſeated a princely 
Palace , called the houſe of Charinie, the Por- 
ter whereof was the Lowe of God. 


FO IEG 
he — 


—_——, 


THE THIRD PART. 


| IT 


CHAPTER. z. 
Of the probation and exerciſe of the 
Loue of God. f J 


= Hen Defre had beheld this 

JA goodly Palace, he rejoyced 
\WW9/vy much , that his long weary- 
YA ome and painefull journey, 
was come at laſt to ſo joyfull 
an end. Wherefore comming 
to the gates, and finding them locked : he be- 
Yanne to call and knockethereat.But not with- 


G þ ſtanding 


98 DESIDERIVS. 


ſading his calling & knocking,no man appeds 


red that would giuc him an anſ{were. The ſpake- 
Simplicity . Andtold him were requiſitethat 


he cryedlowder, for by that meancs he ſhould 
be hard, although they with in werTa ſleepe or 


elſe deafe, & bidde him take the two hammers: | 


that hong at the gate, & preſently ſome would 
come,'& open it for him. Theſe two hammers 
were called, the one To ſigh. The other To cry, 
Therefore ſhe bid him, knocke & cry a lowde 
| fortheſe dores, ſhould not be here if they were 

not to be opened, & therefore are * hy Arras 
hanged at them,that ſuch a ſhal knocke way be 
admitted in. Thus cotinued Deſire,ſtil crying & 
knocking long, before theLowe of Godwould 0» 


© the gate,neither did Deſire as yet knowhim, 
Fo whome the Loxe of Godat length ſpakess | 
foloweth. What ſeek you here brother,or what | 


lack you to knocke & call thus ? peraduenture 
you arc weary with your long my 


But it is our cultome and manner to feigne our | 


ſelfs deafe,therby to try their paticce that come 


' hither. And it chaunceth often,that when we ſe | 


any wax weary & perſwadetheſelues that the 
cate muſt be __ to them, ſo ſone as they 
come : we ſufter them to depart even as they 
came,for none are admitted to enter hither that 
ſhall thinke themſelues worthily to deſerve the 
place, & that we ought to receive them of ri gt 
all 


and duety. Therefore tell me, artthou one of 
thoſe 2 DE. No Sir, I am not. For notwithſtan- 
ding I haue paſſed & ouercome many labours, 
yet am Iſure,that Thaue no way deſerued to be 
admitted in here : but altogither vnworthy,cx- 


_ ceptitſhall pleaſe you to receaue me vps your 


owne goodnes & mercy. LOVE.&c. Whatis 
the cauſe thou deſireſt to be admitted 2? or what 
ſcekeſt thou to find here within this houſe. DE. 
I am come fir hither from the houſe of Humility 
accompaned with theſe graue & honeſt com- 
panions, & hauc paſſed my jorney by the path 
of Paticce Only to ſeeke the Lone of God, who 
aSitis told me Grain here within. LO'V.&Cc. 
Doeſt thou bring me no token whereby Imay 
knowe that thou commeſt from the houſe of 
Humility. DE. Ibring two tokens. The one 
wherof was giuen me in the houſe of Humiluy , 
anditis called, Knowledge of my ſelfe, The other 
haueI got my ſelfe in my journey , and that is 
called Knowledge of God, Lo VE.&c.lam very 
well pleaſed to ſe thee ſo prouided, but yet tell 
meethis one thing, doeſt thou perſwade thy 
ſelfe, that by reaſon of theſe two knowledges 
we ought af duety to receaue, and admit thee. 
DE. Beitfarre fro me to have ſuch a thought. I 


defire to be receaued only through your grace 


and mercy , For I am not ſure whither oth 
theſe knowledges, wherwith Iam inſtructed be 
G 1. truely 
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trulie written or no . This Iknow for certaine, 
that I continued ſometime in the houſe of Hu. 
mlty,and there Tlearned and knewe the houſe; 
the Virgins, and their conditions, they them. 
{clues telling me. But whether I haue well di- 
geſted the fruit I cate there, or whether they a- 
*Yree well with my ſtomacke, although they be 
weetein taſte, Iconfeſle I knowe not, Nei- 
ther am I ſure whether Ireaped any benefit by 
my journcy.For often did Ifall,the buſhes and 


brambles oft pricked me,and in a manner I was' 


drawne hither by force of my copanions. Ther 
fore Sir, there is none of theſe thinges that 1 
bring with me, that I can tell you any certaine- 
ty of but mine owne malice, vilenes,ſloath,and 
imperfc&is. And amongſt other things which 
cauſe me to come hither to ſecke the Lowe of 
God, one eſpeciall cauſc is, that I'vnderſtand he 
isa RE good Chirurgion, of whome I de- 
fire to be purged, and to belet bloud. And far- 
ther, men ſay, that with his only looke he pre- 
ſently diſcouereth the imperfe&tions and faults 
in the hart, and whoſoeuer he toucheth he doth 
preſently cure. L O V E. &c. Why doeſt thou 
deſire to be made ſo pure, and ſound? D E. Be- 
cauſe (as I haue learned of others) it is allowed 
to none to enterin hither that thal be vncleane, 
but to ſuch as ſhall be only pure, ſounde, and 
vndefiled. LOVE &c. Ccuſideing then, that 
7 thou 
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thou putteſt thy wholetruſt and confidencein 
vs, ſtay herea while . For thou canſt not enter 
in, or ſpeake with the Lowe of God, except firſt 
thou talke with a Boy ofhis : tarry here there- 
fore, and I will call the Boy, who will dire& 
thee what thou art to doe, and how thou maiſt 
come to the ſpeach ofhis Maſter. 

CHAPTER. 2. 

Of the lone of our Neigh bour. 

H Ere Defre ſtayed, expetting greatly the 


comming of the Boy, that ſhoulde bring 
him in, to the {peach ofhis Maſter : who pre- 
ſently cameforth, His name was caled the Love 
of our Ne:ghbour, whome when Deſire behelde, 
he could not through joyrefraine from weping 
for the exceeding great louc hee carried to his 
Maſter, LO V E &c. What'is the cauſe that 
thou weepeſt thus,conſidering in this houſe all 
arechearefull and merry, and none is heard to 
weepeorlament? DE x ſorrow maketh 
me to weepe. LOVE. &c. Whodo you ſeeke 
for here? DE. The Lowe of God. LO VE. &c. I 
am his Boy:therefore if thou ſcekeſt my maſter 


| thoumuſtfirſt talke & be acquainted with me, 


For my M.maketh ſo great account of me, that 
he wil not ſpeake with thoſe that loue not me. 
DE. I moſt willingly would learne and knowe 
thy conditions, and for the loue of thy M. be. 
acquainted with thee, LO V E &c. If thou 

G ij -wouldeſt 
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wouldeſt be admitted amongſt the number of 
my friends. Thou muſt every morning ge me 
in ſteed of my breakfaſt, a certaine ſawce called 
Hz#blethoxght,& an other atnoone , called Hz- 
ble ſpeach,& a third at euening,caled Hzble work, 
DE. Where ſhall I find out,or get theſe ſawces? 
LOVE. Humility & her husband hoh Purpoſe 
maketh the firſt, which is Humble thought, wher 
by ſhethinketh and cſtcemeth her ſcife 'more 
vile, baſe, and inferiour than any other, and ac- 
counteth of her ſelfe no better then a labouring 
beaſt. This holy Purpoſe preparcth a certaine Ele 
Ruary for Hamilirie,called Conteipr of onr ſelfe, & 
to make this ſawce which we now ſpeake of,an 
other hearbe is to be added,called Good opinic of 
our neigh boar,of which copoundes hible thought 


is made. And in all this prouince,is not a skilful 


ler man to make this ſawce,then the forenamed 


husband of Hamilitie,whome ſo ſoone as thou 


ſhalt getthy friend, he will inſtru thee how to 
make this {vce. The other called He ſpeach 
1s made, & compounded of three other hearbes, 
which are, Humilitze, Gentleneſſe, and Afﬀabili y, 
which muſt be ſtrowed with a fine powder cal- 
ledSlownes,andSparing. The third which is Hzm 
ble worke,is compounded of many herbes. The 
chiefe whereof,are Chearefubreſſe,Loue, and Dir 
tigence, When thou ſhaltbring me theſe three 
faces to cate,then ſhall our fnendſhip and fa- 

wes | miliarity 
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miliarity be firme, and ſoone after will Lbrin 
thee to the ſpeach ofmy M.Deſre much delig 
ted with this direction of this boy, ſaid to him, 
DE. Conſidering you haue acquainted me with 
your condition & deſire, I wil labour to make 
theſe ſawces, & giue them to you. Thus Dee 
continued long in coference with this Boy,trea | 
ting &diſcourling many matters with him, &be 
a to be familiar with him, &delivering to him, 
= fornamed ſawce,at laſt he deſired him to 0- 
PE the gate, that thereby he might haue acceſle 
to his M.LO VE. Thy requeſt 1s reaſonable,cs 
ſidering thou .doeſt what lyeth in thy power, 
Nay but a little, I will goe call my M. and ſee if 
he will come forth to ſpeake ith thec. 
CHAPTER 3. *: 
Of the Loue of God andowr Newhbour, and of 
a1 other degree of lone, and of the of 
fice and exerciſe thereof. - 

'T Ow Devire began to thinke thus with him 
+ Vſelfe, whether the Lowe of God would come 
forth.to talke with him orno,coſfideringhe was 
ſo vile,nuſcrable, & wretched & altogither vn- 
worthy, with whome ſo great a Lord ſhoulde 
voutfafe to talke: and whilſt he was thus deba- 
ting with himſelfe,he percexued one comming 
towards him,who aſked him,what he would, or 
with whom he would ſpeake. DE.Sijr-I ſeeke to 

ſpeak. withthe [owe of god LO. lam he which fo 
| G 11. ſoone 
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ſoone as Deſire heard, he fell to the ground, ha» 
uing loſt his ſtrength. Then the Lowe of Godta- 
king him by the hand , raiſed him from the 
ground which made:Deſireto weepe ſoabuns.. 
dantly for joy,that hardly could hepronounce 
any word. Wheteat the Loue of God being ten 
der of hart, through the compaſſion he had of 
him beganne to weepe alſo, noting the great 
loue and good will which Defire had towardes 
him, & ſaid. LOVE. &c. Ceaſe off to weepe, 
for I cannot without griefe behold the teares of 
him that loueth me but tell me, who told thee 
that I was abiding in this houſe 2 DE. A cer- 
taine ſneepheard, that I mette on the way, who 
direted me to this place, where I ſhold finde 
you. LOVE: &c. What did he tell thee con- 
cerning me ? & whatis the cauſe why thou lo- 
ueſt me ſo greatly , and haſt ſo great adeſire to 
finde me out? Is it becauſe thou haſt heard of 
others, that I beſtowe many great giftes on my 
friendes, and vſc to rewarde with greate bene- 
fittes, ſuch as ſerueand- obey mee? DE. No. 
But for this cauſedoe Tloue you , becauſe you 
are, a good, a noble, anda famous Lord. And 
becauſe you bring your friendes and ſerauntes 
to the place where they may ſee, and beholde 
God : then the which, there is no greater hap- 
pinefle, and felicity inthe world. The Louc of 
god hearing whatDezire had faid, was much = 
| 7 {c 
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fed to heare his holy purpoſe & intet, & began 


to loue him now morethen before, to whome 
Deſire ſaid , I cannot ſufficiently meruaile my 
Lord, that you being ſo mighty and potenta 
Lord, ard the Sonne of ſo _ a _ ,adnut 
ſuch as follow,and ſeekeafter you,to finde you 
with ſo greatlabour & difficulty. LOVE.&c. 
Doenot ſo. For this is a miſtery not knowne 
to all men. For many there be that thinke they 
haue not found, or knowe not me : when not 
withſtanding, I am neare vato them , and then * 
themſelues > co with me. And againe there 
be others that perſwade themſclues , that they 
haue found and obteyned me, when notwith- 
ſtanding they be farre from me, and have not 
the leaſt knowledge, andvnderſtanding of me. 
DE. I beſeech you acquainte me with your 
conditions, and officethat I may raked 
whither I be neare or farre of from you, for 1 
hould and eſteeme of you, as of my Lord and 
friende. LO V E. &c. My office and duety 
is to loue God, for I am called the Sonne of the 
Knowledge of God, D E.- How do you loue 
God 2 LOVE. &c. I haveavehementde- 
fireto loue him withvall my hart, with all m 
ſtrength, and withall my power, and with aſ- 
ſaying any thing, whereby Imay feele him in 
ſuch manner, as may pleaſe him, in referring all 
thinges to his honour, prayſe, and glory, __ 
nc 
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the health and benefitte of mine owne ſoule. 
Andlikewiſe doe I wiſh, that the whole world 
may.know & vnderſtid,him for his exceeding 
reat goodnefle, and that all creatures may 
ts. him,and yecld himdaily thankes. And 
Icnforce my ſelfe with my earneſt deſire, that 
neither in great or ſmall thinges , much or ht- 
gel offend or diſpleaſe hin), 'or that I doe an 
thing contrary to his pleaſure. Andif hom 
"mine owne frailety and imbecillity' I chaunce 
to offend him : Ipreſently crauc and aske for- 
ginenelle of him: and by that meanes our Joue 
15 repayred againe. And although my Lord 
and Maſter be ſo good, ſonoble, and ſo gra+ 
tious to me: yet am.I not content with this 
firſt ſteppe, and degree: but yet proceede 
farther, and according to my power and abi- 
lity, endeuour to execute, not only what hee 
commandeth : but whatſoener the meaneſt in 
this Monaſtery, ſhall commaunde mee in his 
name. And r {3 accuſtome I my ſelfe to doe, 
with all reuerence,denotian loue, joy , humili- 
ty, and ready will : and that euer, in all pla- 
ces,and in euery good ation. And hereby doe 
I knowe how. greatly Ilove him : when doe 
that thing which hee commaundeth mee: For 
_ thus Iperſwademy felfe, that nothing 1n the 


worlde is ſo gratefull to. him, (bee it to talke |; | 


with him, doc him reverence, or to ſheye all 
{er- 
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ſeruice to him : as to doe thatthing which ei- 
ther himſelfe or ſomeother ſhall command me 
in his name. For my Lord and Maſter ſaith 
thus to me. How thinkeſt thou that thy ſer- 
uices can be acceptable to me, or that thou 
canſt bee loued of mee, if thou doeſt not that 
which I thall commaund thee to doe 2 Or how 
canſt thou ſay thou loueſt me ? For this knowe 
for certaine, thatinno otherthing thou canſt 
ſo vnite thy ſelfe to me, or conforme thy will 
ſo neare to mine, as if thou willingly and glad- 

ly execute what I commaund thee? 

CHAPTER. 4. 
The Lowe of God proceedeth m his 

: diſcourſe . | 
N this degree of loue, Thavercſolued with 
my ſelfe to performe whatſocuer,I holde my 
ſelfe bound to, by my,vocation and office. For 
fince I firſt orofelled my ſelfe ( of which Ine- 
uer repent me) Tholde my ſelfe by vow bound 
to performe that, which before I might cither 
haue done or omitfed . And for that cauſe I 
vic diligently to thinke vpon my duety and 
office, reſoluing, and determining ſtill with 
my ſelfe, to execute and diſcharge, whatſoe- 
ver Iam bound to\by vertueof it, according 
to the diretion of holy write, and learned 
men. Being moſt aſſured, that many offende 
through 12uorance of that, which theyare bod 
to 
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to by duty. Andifthey know what they ought 


to doe: and yet negle@ and omit it; then is 
their offence farre greater and more grieuous : 
for then they offend through malice, and not 
inmate ſuch thinges as Ihauc vow- 
ed & promiſled to do (which to performe ] am 
bound by duety) thoſe with all my endeuours, 
T labour to execute. And I have promiſſed and 


 vndertaken to my Lord and Maſter, to keepe 


for cuer the faith, I have ou to three Virgins 
which abide & dwell in this Monaſtery,which 
are Obedience, Chaſtity, & Poxerty, which three 


he hath giuen and aſſigned me as wiues, there- 


fore morning and cucning , I conſider with my 
ſelfe, how that day following I may beſt ſerue 
and pleaſe them. Saying to my ſoule. Let me ſe 
now my ſoule, how thou wilt endeuour with 
thy ſelfe this day to obey,and pleaſe theſe Vir- 
gins, and at nicks ſhew me my ſoule how thou 
haſt performed this day, what thou dideſt pro- 
miſle to doe towards theſe Virgins, & whither 
thou haſt gricued or offended any of them . 
Thus doe I till endeuour,'to ſhewe my felfe a 
faicthfull ſeruant to them. D E. Wherefore do 
you thus > LO VE. &c, - Becauſe theſe be 
the chamber-keepers of my Lord and Maſter, 
and none are admitted or can talke with him, 
except theſe Virgins procure him entrance, 
DE. Tell!meIpray you, what ſpirituall ex- 

erciſes 
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erciſes haue you, whereby you ſerue and keepe 
promiſſe with theſe now, gp LOVE. &c. 
Three thinges I propounde, and determine to 
my ſelf, which might & day I offer vp to them, 
and which conſtrayne me to ſerue, and be obe- 
dient to them. The firſt is called, To a5ke or de- 
wand nothmg. The ſecond, To comet or deſire no 
thmg. The third. To thinke on nothmg. This firſt 
Purpoſe of mine ſerueth Obedience if ſo be, it be 
ſeaſoned with a ſawce, called To dre, and then 
may you cal it co aske to donothing: With which 
foode Obedience is ſuſteyned, & by how much 
more abundantly and purely Ioffer this vp, b 

ſo much the more am 1in grace, & fauour wit 

my Lord , & the greater affe&ion doth he car- 
ry to me. This ſelfe ſame foode,called To aske, 
it I ſeaſon it with another ſawce,called To haue 
is called, To aske or deſire to haue nothing, 
and with that doc I feede the ſecond Virgin, 
called Poverty. DE. Stay herea while, I pray 
you. May Inot asketo haucany thing that [ 
want, and haue neede of 2 LO VE. &c. No, 
except the thing , you deſire be moſt needfull. 
For if there be any thing neceſſary for thee to 
have, thou haſt thy Superiour,who by himſelfe 
or his Otficiall ſhall provide for thee, that thou 
needeſt not aske,what thou mayeſt not lawful- 
ly aske. For he whoſe chargeitis to looketo 
the whole houſe ; will prouide neceſlaries _ 
a 
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all as it becommeth the Superiour,to the intent 
they may more freely ſerue GOD andattend 
their ſpirituall meditations, neither ſhall there 
be neede that any aske or craue ſuch thinges as 
be neceſſary for them. Andit ſhall beno little 
fault in the Superiour to want that diſcretion, 
as not to giue thinges neceſſary for thoſe' vn- 
der his charge except they demid them. Ther- 
fore that which I ſaid of asking or demanding, 
ought to be doubly vnderſtoode; that without 
oftending one may aske,if ſuch thinges as ihall 
bee neceſlary , bee not gwen without asking, 
which thing may juſtly be reprehended , eſpe- 
cially in Religious perſons, and if it bea thing 
of great neceſſity , and not rather to fatisfie our 
contentement . For im asking otherwiſe it may 
proceede from ſuperfluity , curioulity or ſome 
other temptation. Andaſlurethy ſelfte that vn- 
der a colour of neceſſity, many vices are often 
couered , eſpecially in thinges that appertayne 
to the ſuſtinance of the body as meate, drinke, 
cloathing , and ſuch like: DE. How ſhall I 
know whither , that which I deſire proceede of 
neceſſity or rather to ſatisfre my contentement. 
LOVE. &c. Ifthou maiſt forbeare that which 
thou askeſt,and ifthou canſt live without 1t,and 
art not conſtrayned to ſuffer ſome great or no- 
table hurt in thy body or thy ſoule, which may 
hapto thee in notasking . for ifthou ſhalt bee 
{ure 
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fure in not flattering thy ſelf that in not asking, 
ſome great perill or danger may happe to thee, 
then not to aske is a great offence, and to aske, 
a merit if thou referre it to God. But if thou 
mailt conueniently live without that, which 
thou askeſt, and endureno great hurt or dan- 
ger thereby, admit thou ſufter ſome labour or 
griefe in forbearing it, prouided ſh]l thou ex- 
ccade not the boundes of diſcretion ; in this 
caſe not to aske, although that which thou as=- 
keſt be ſome what needefull , it1hall be a great 
merit to thee, & a token of thy vertue,although 
without offending thou maſt aske as I haue 
ſaid. For happy in my opinion is the man that 
ſuffereth any thing for the Lox: of God. Butif 
that which thou wilt aske be but ſuch a thirig, 
which without hurt of thy body or ſoule thou 
mailt caſely miſle : thou maiſt thinke then, that 
to aske 15 but to ſatisfhethy minde and pleaſure, 
although it be couered with a pretext of ſome 
holy purpoſe. For ſinne doth not alwais ſhew, 
it ſelfe openly, but is ſhadowed often with a co- 
lour of holines. And thus mailt thou knowe if 
thou askeſt any thing , whither it proceede 
of neceſhity or an vnſatisfied will. And leaſt 
thou be deceaued through they partiall Iudge- 
ment, it will be neceſlary for thee, to keepe a 
diligent watch ouecr thy {elfe, and to bee ex. 
erciſed in vertuc. Wiluch if thou doelſt not, 

o K wul 
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it will be good, that thou be ordered by the ads 


uiſe of diſcret men, and holy Scripture. 
CHAPTER. 5. 
Of the other two Purpoſes of the Loue of 
God, zo wit To deſire nothing ,and 
To thinke on nothing. 

L OVE. &c. hauing breefly explayned my 
firſt Purpoſe, wherewith the firſt two Vir- 
ins, Obedience & Poxerty, are as I haue ſaid be- 
Kee nourriſhed,] muſt ſhew and declarcto thee 
the coditions of the other two, To deſire nothing, 
and To thinke nothing. Know therefore for moſt 
certaynethat this former Pwrpo ſe ro acke nothing, 
is grounded vpon the ſecond, To defire norhmrg. 
For it is moſt certaine that, T'o haxe,proceedeth 
only from To deſire. Then the cauſe take away, 
which is To deſere; the effeR fayleth, which is 
To ache. And by thatis effeed that which is 
contrary to this , which is Not to askg. Thus is 
the other Purpoſe wherewith Chaſtity is nouriſh- 
ed, which is the third Virgin, whoſe office is, 
T o defrre no worldly or carnall thing. But becauſe 
this herbe hath an other roote, | he whenceit 
ſpringeth,which is To thinke on nothing, (for the 
thing cannot bee deſired , which 15 not firſt 
thought on) I adjoyneathird Purpoſe, which 
1s To thinke nothing. But ia this place Ts th»ke, 


muſt be vnderſtood of that Thought, which is ' 


perſcucrant & ſettled, with a conſent & mm 
0 
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tf reaſon and will. For to thinke nothing, doth 
not confiſt in the power of man. But it re- 
ſeth in man not to continue , or perſeuer in1ll 
thoughts : but ſone to colle& himſelfe, and to 
turne to God. Now when this herbe To rhinke, 
1s watered with the water, called to Sze. Wee 
muſt then adde to theſe holy Parpoſes a cer- 


-tayne powder , that 1s called . Strit? garde o = 


exes. For this is moſt neceſſary . T heſe three 
Purpoſes, doe not only purge and make cleane 
my ſoule from all worldly affares,fromal ſelfe- 
will, and from all ſpot and ſtayne : but beſides 
{that I may with greater zeale ſerue my Lord 
God) procure me great purity ofhart, & ridde 
me of all private affeRion and loue, and joyne, 
and vnite me wholy tomy Lord God and Sa- 
viour . And to theſe three Purpoſes I havere- 
duced all my other ſpirituall exerciſes, as well 
thoſe which are appertayning to Hamiliry : as 
ſuch as are agreable to al other vertues, becauſe 
Iknowe, perfeQion to confiſtinthem. And 


ſuffer not thy ſelfe to bee perſwaded that in 


vayne, Iyceld obedience to theſe three Vir- 
gins,for I finde their fauour and goodnes, great 
towardes me, who plentifully beſtow on me all 
kinde of goodnes. The one of them called, Po- 
werty , hath lately beſtowed on me a ritch orna- 
ment. DE. I deſire to ſee it, where doe you 
keepe it > LOVE. &c. I keepe it in two 
- H j. places, 
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laces, inwy hart; and in my chamber, And 


1tis ſo great, and of ſo high eſtimation, that I 


could not poſlibly keepe it in my hart, vntull T 
baniſhed, and vtterly- excluded thence , all 


worldly loue, affeQion, and deſire : neyther 


could it poſlibly be conteyned in my chamber 


yntill Thad caſt thence all ſuperfluous thinges, 


reſeruing only the ys cn ſome few other 
bookes. D E. Whats the name of this orna- 
ment? Itis called Nothing at all, and itis the eſ- 
peciall and chiefeſt treaſure of Poverty who is 
thericheſt Lady of all the world,and who paſ- 
ſe{leth ſo much treaſure, as her ſelfdoth defire 
CHAPTER. 6. | 
Ofthe office of the Lone of God, awd of 
: prayer inthe ſame degree. 

N this forcſaid office of Lowe, which is to 
4 doethatwhich my Lord and Maſter com- 

maundeth, and my duety bindcth me to I muſt 
vſe acertaine condition or circumſtance,which 
1s, thatif at any time according ito my office 
and place Iam ſctin (as being attendant in his 
chamber) I come ynto him, either to doe him 
ſcruice,or to-craue ſomething of him, or elſe to 
to ſpeake to him; I endeuour to ſhew and pre- 
ſcnt my ſelfe, with as great purity and humili- 
ty of hart, as I can. For by how much clea- 
ner in hart I preſent my ſelfe to him, by f6 


much more clearenefle 1 ſee and beholde him. 


And 
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And Iaccuſtome to craue the fellowſhippe of 
my Brother the Feare of God, that he with an 
Aunte of mine, called Rexerexce , woulde goe 
alſo withme. D E. What is the reaſon you 
take Rewerexce with you? LOVE. &c. I weigh 
and conſider with my {elfe who Iam, and who 
my Lord and Maſter is. Ithink vpon his moſt 
ſacred Majeſty, who of right, and deſart,ought 
to be reuerenced, and feared as one moſt wor- 
thy of all honour,and loue. Farther, I vſe to 
contemplate how al the bleſſed ſoules fall pro- 
ſtrate before him, adore him, and praiſe him, 
and that by admiring,and prayſing his ſo great 
and excellent goodnes and Majeſty , they be 
rauiſhed, and in a ſort transformed into God 
himſelfe . Yet farther, Tam wont to conſider, 
how my hart,thought,wil, & purpoſe,or intent 
is laide open before him,and Bc, he ſeeth,and 
knoweth my ſecrets, better then my ſelfe. Alſo 
how according to the pleaſure of his diuine ho 
ly will, heis able to doe, alter, eſtabliſh, and a- 
boltſh all things: and how life and death,being 
and not being, the ſaluation , or damnation 6Ff 
the whole world, is in his hands . I farther me- 
ditate with my ſelfe , how he is wholy-and all 
good: & the chiteſt, higheſt, & pureſt goodnes 


nt ſelf, which conteplating rightly,I oft tremble 


| inhart, feare, & almoſt faint: _"_ behol- 


ding my ſelf, fo wicked,(o vile,ſo abhonunable 
Ij. and 
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and ſo filthy a ſitmer, to gm to ſpeake to 
a Lord of ſo great Majeſtic , & that he will ad- 
mit me to come to him, ſpeake with him, and 
eate with him, as though I were vnited in great 
friendſnippe with him. Often doeI1 vſethis or 
like ſpeech to him . What neede haſt thou, O 
my Lordand Maſter that ſuch ſinners as my 
ſelfe, ſhould preſent themſelues before thee 2 Is 
it ſeemely, O my Lord, that ſuch vnworthy 


perſons ſhould preſume to ſerue or attend on | 


thee 2 whereis the honor and reuerence, that is 
due to thy Princely Majeſty. D E. What anſ- 
were do you reccauc againe from him ? LOV. 
I cannot certaynely tell thee, ſauing that he 
makes me weepefor joy ,and ſayeth. Carcnot 
thou much for that, let not this _ trouble 
thee,conſidering thou haſt not of thy ſclfe pro- 
cured this place, nor intruded into it, but art 
called to it, and choſen by mee. My {ſelfe beſt 
knoweth why I haue placed thee init . Letthy 
only care be, diligently to diſcharge thy office, 
| __ with thy vttermoſt power to performe, 
what thy duety bindeth | to, in the place 
thou art appointed, and then take thou care for 
no other matter . D E. What ſay you to him, 
when you come before him,accompanied with 
our aſſociates Humility, Feare, and Reucrence? 


OVE. &c. Firſt Idiſpatch thoſe prayers, 


and diuine ſeruice which this order of life , my 
vowe, 
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yowe, and profeſſion binde me to, and that not 
ſadly or vawillingly, or only for neceſlity :but 
with as great attention , deuotion, diligence, |. 


- willingnes, chearefulnes, & reuerenceas | can. 


And although I be bounde of neceſlity to ſuch 
prayers . Yet chaungel my neceſlity into a re- 
dy will z and moſt joyfully performe what Iam 
bound to doe. Then, that I may craue ſome- 
thing of him, and may moue him to grauntit 
me; I endeuour with all my power to prayſe 
and laude him, and ceaſe not to honour him, 
aſſuring my ſelfe that, that is acceptable to him. 
Andinpraylſing him, I deſire his miraculous 
workes which he hath done, pleaſing and de- 
lighting my ſelfe in remembring them , and 
exerciſc my ſelfe in telling his mighty power, 
high wiſdome and exceeding goodnes. And 
farther I rehearce the great grace & large boun 
ties, which he beſtoweth on his ſouldicrs and 
ſeruants, honouring and exalting him for the 
ſame. Neither paſſe lin filence his exceeding 
great mercy , which he cuer hath and ſtill doth 
ſhewe towardes his enemies, and am much a- 
maſed at his gentleneſle and clemencie . That 
not only he doth not reuenge himſelf on them : 


| but beſides beſtoweth great rewardes vppon 


them.Beſides I render great thankes to him for 

the great goodnes, which is in himſelfe,and re- 

cyte and number his vertues , and renowne his 
| H ij. beauty, 
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beauty, wiſdome & exceeding goodnes, pray- 
fing him for them, and rejoycing , and trium- 
phung that he is ſo exceeding great and good. 
And this doe I often , knowing ſufficiently his 
will herein, and not doubting , but that it is ac- 
ceptable to him, and that it15 his pleaſure that 
man ſhould be conuerſant with himſelfe , that 
is with God,and conferre with him of pleaſant, 
joyfull and ſecret miſteries : whereof they are 
32norant, that be careleſle thereof, and will not 


enter into his ſecret chamber with him , al- 


though they be in his houſe, and attend vpon 
him. DE. Wherefore doe you prayſe him 
with all theſe high titles > LO V E. &c. Be- 
cauſe the more I extoll , commend , and prayſe 
him, the more Idiſfplcaſe, deſpiſe, and ſetat 
nought my ſelfe: which how acceptable it is to 
him, cannot be declared with tongue. And this 
15 his will & pleaſure, that we continually have 
| ſetbefore our eyes his goodnes, his excellency, 
 andhis infinite greatnes : and our owne malice, 
our baſenes, and exceeding miſery . And far- 
ther I am certayne that I cannot be deceaued, 
although I prayſe and honour him all thatis in 
my power : for heisfarre more noble, more 
excellent, more potent, and greater,then either 


I or all creatures togither, both Angelicall and | 


humaine can comprehend with thought. 
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CHAPTER. 7. 


| of the office of the Lone of God, m an other degree, 


anda contmuation of that, which he beganne- 

20 declare, of the manner ofpraying. 
OVE. &c. After that I haue endeuou- 
red to prayſe,and exalt him with the vtter- 

moſt of my power, I offer vp to him my whole 
minde and will , with a chiefe Prpsſe that T 
haue, that for no worldly thing I would offend 
or diſpleaſe him : and alſo molt carneſtly en- 
treate him , that itmay pleaſe him to keepe and 
preſerue me in this will and minde,confidering 


- that without him, Iam no way able to doe it. 


Then aske I forgwenes of him, for all the of- 
fences and iniurics I haue done vnto him, and 
beſeech him that he will permitmeto thinke 
vpon, vnderſtand, or loue nothing but himſelf. 
And yet farther Idelire of him, that conſfide- 
ring he hath voutſafed to admit me for his ſer- 
uant and friend, & that into a place of ſo high a 
funRion : that it will pleaſe him to beſtowe on 
mee the holy ſpirit of Humility : which may 
withdrawe and turne away my minde, from all 
things diſpleaſing, and hatefull to him, that my 


 ſeruice be not hatefull but acceptable to him. 
. AlfoIcraueof himthathe will beſtow on me 


ſuch things as he knoweth,;Hſtand in neede of, 
whither they bee ſuch thing&-as are neceſſary 
forme, or ſuch as for his honour and pleaſure, 
H i. he 


— 
————_ 
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he will have me endued with : and that, for no 
other cauſe, but that he would ſuffer me to live 
and die in him, and not caſt me from his ſight 
according to my deſert. After this I pray tor 
all thoſe = I loue moſt, and to whome cither 
ſpiritually or corporally 1hold my {clfe bound 
for all this ſociety , and for all liuing creatures, 
thatit will pleaſe him to beſtowe his grace and 
mercy on them that according to their due- 
ties, they may knowe him, loue him, honour, 
prayſe, and worſhippe him. All this doe I 
labour to preſent to  agtry? ſincerity and pus 
rity of hart. D E, How doeſt thoupreſent thy 
ſclfe before him with this purity of heart 2 
LOVE. &c. As neareas I can, I keepea 
watch ouer my hart and minde , and take a 
care to my ſoule, reſtrayning as much as I may 
all my ſenſes, and continually ſetting before 


my ſelfe playne {implicity, which doth inter-" 


retto the beſt whatſocuer I behold . And if 

would bee free and ſecure from all feare : 
then doe Iremayne and abide with my Lord 
and Maſter , with whome to be preſent, and 
to talke and conferre, and whoſe counſaill and 
aduice to demand, is my chicfe good and joy, 
my only will and comfort. Neither can I enjoy 
peace, quiet, or {eeurity , or finde anie manner 
of contentement, ar caſe, but only when Iam 
preſcnt in his company. And for this cauſe 

| | haue 
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have I determined with my ſelfe, to forſake 
all worldly pleaſures, and to dwell with him, 
and cleaue to him, neuerto depart from him 
except hee ſhall command mee. DE. Yetl 
thinke it very neceſlary ſometimes to be bu- 
fied in reading good bookes. LO V E. &c. 
Trueitis, itis good to ſpend ſome timein rea- 
ding, butnot with a minde to becomelearned 
and skilfull, but that thereby thou maiſt finde 
out GOD and his wayes, and once hauing 
found him, mailt knowe and loue him. For 
this I ſhall not neede many bookes. This one 
thing Ilooke after, will, and deſire, that I may 
ſettle and fix my wholeloue on GOD, and 
may joyneall my affection, reaſon, and vnder- 
ſtanding to him. For his loue alone is ſuffici- 
ent for me, he will teach me all thinges that 
ſhall be conuenient for me to knowe , and can 
' open and diſcouer more ſecrets and miſteries 
to mee, how I ſhall love and not offend him, 
then all the books that the whole world doth 
poſlleſle . And I obtayne greater purity of 
ſoule,, feare, deuotion, reuerence, compun- 
ion , fortitude and ſtrength , and ſeucrity a- 
2ainſt the fleſh , by being in his preſence, then 
by reading continually . Beſides I know for 
certayne , hee neuer will aske account how 
much TI hane reade : but how much Ihauelo- 
ved and eſteemed him . Neither would I al- 

| togither 
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togither excludeor baniſh reading, eſpecially 
for ſuch as are yet ſimple and ignorant, and 
knowenot howe to judge of their thoughts, 
wordes, and workes. For to ſuchitis requilite 
to ſpend much time 1n reading, & to learne the 
excrciſes of the ſpirit & minde. For as it would 
| be thought great follie, raſhnes , and diſgrace 
to a Prince, if a rude country fellow not accu« 
ftomed to ſpeake to a King, thould preſume in 
the preſence of all his nobility to come, and 


bouldly ſpeake his minde,and if in ſpeaking he 


ſhould vſe his accuſtomed , ruſticall and vnde- 


cent termes,it could not but bethought ſo great 
adiſgrace to the Prince, that he.juſtly might 
commad him to be thruſt out from his preſence 
and farre better had it beene, he had neuer pre. 
ſumed thither, euen ſo ſtandeth the caſc in ſpi- 
rituall caſes. Butto thoſe that by reading, and 
hearing, hauealredy attayned to the knowledg 
of God, and divine exerciſes, to ſuch, the exer- 
ciſe of pany is more neceſlary then reading, 
as being alredy expert how to behaue them- 
ſelues in the ſpirituall Court . Farther when I 
p_ my ſelfe, beforemy Lord and Maſter. 
am very carefull , that inconſtantly I turne 
notmy head oreyes, hither or thither . For it 
would be takena great diſhonour to him, to 
looke an other way , whileſt on ſhould talke 


with him. DE, Tell me your meaning more 
: plaine» 
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plainely for as yet Lvnderſtand not. LO VE. 
When [ſpeake to my Maſter, ifat ſuch time I 
bufie my thoughts, and reaſon vpon anie thing 
but only vpon him I - reegy to:then turne I my 
backe not my face to him. For this cauſe when 
Iperſwade my ſclfe, that Tam preſent before 
kim in ſight, and that he doth bchold me, and 
never turneth his eyes from me, but marketh 
what I ſay : I vſe all reverence, deuotion, loue 
andattention to him that I can. Then doe I 
_ prayſc and thanke him for all his benefits be- 
ſtowed on meec , and all other lus creatures, 
calling them often to my minde , and rehear- 
ſing them, being moſt certayne that he would 
not haue mein-grate and vnmindefull of his 


giftes. 
Li CHAPTER. 8. 
Of the third degree 


of Lone. 


' OVE. &c. NowalthoughlTI haue ſhew- 
cd the firſt degree, or ſteppe, ofmy loue, 
which 1s to loue my Lord and Maſter, andne- 
uer to offend him : and alſo the ſecond, which 
isto performe and put in practiſe all his com- 
mandements : yetdoe I not content my ſelfe 
herewith, in regarde my loue1s ſo great to him, 
but that I adde yet a third degree, or ſteppe 
to his loue , which is to dor all thoſe thinges 
that 
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that I knowe are pleaſing to him, or whatſoe- 
ver I can imagine he would I ſhould doe. D E. 
How knowe you, that you doe thoſe thinges 
thatpleaſe him! LO VE. &c. There be two 
thinges whereby I may knowe that caſcly : 
which are, ifIloue that which he loueth , and 
likewiſe hate, what 1s hatefull to him . Con- 
cerning the farſt, which is, ro loue what helo- 
veth : T louc his Sonne, the moſt beautifull, 
fiveete, and noble, of all that ever were, and 
molſtlike his Father, and ſo obedient to him, 
as neuer was, orſhall be Sonne more obedi- 
entto a Father. Whome the Father loveth e- 
ven-as himſelfe, becauſe he 1s more like to 
him, then ever Sonne vvas to a Father. And 


ſo greate is the loue and vnion which 1s be- 


rweene them, that they two be but one; of one 
will, bke power, andthe ſelfe ſame knowe- 
ledge. Who although they be diſtin& in per- 
ſons, yet are they both one in eſſence. For 
this Sonne, the Father hath made a garment 
with the handes of his goodnes , like to. that 
which Sheepheardes doe weare , which the 
Sonne hauing put on,departcd out of the priuy 
Chamber of his princely Father, and yet for e- 
ver remayneth with him . And thus he lueth 
herem this Monaſtery, and conuerſeth with 
vs. For otherwiſe we could not behold him. 
Moreouer when his Father would ſend him 
Ee oucr 
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ouer all the world, cladde with this garment, & 
alictle traucling ſcrippe : he entred alſo into 
this deſert, to ſceke out_his ſheepe that were 
wandered and ſtrayed. And as hee trauailed 
through this deſert, the Father permitted that 
he ſhould be killed of wolues, and devoured of 
dogs, and would giue him no helpe although 
he could: but would haue him endure a moſt 
cruell death by theſe wolues, more painetull 
to him, then ever any ſuffered , being his fleſh 
moſt tender, in that he was the Son of a King. 
All this did our Lord of his exceeding Joue to- 
wardes vs, thatall we that dwell and abide in 
kis houſe, might know, and trie his charity,and 
' thereby might loue him againe, — 
that farſt he loued vs ſo greatly, that he ſpare 
not his one only Son, but delivered him to die 
for the loue he bare to vs al. Whilelt the Love of 
God. was relating this diſcourſe, Deſire being 
wholy wounded to the hart could not refraine 
from vehement weeping . But the Lowe of God 
going on with his diſcourſe, ſaid farther. And 
although God the Father hath ſuffered his Son 
to be killed, yet notwithſtanding he loveth him 
ſo excecdingly,that by his great omnipotency, 
he ſoone rayſed him from death , much more 
beautifull, and gloriouſly triumphing , bring- 
ing with him, the ſheep which he came to ſecke 
others being leftin this wilderneſfle, that they 
might 
© 
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tmight be fedde and become fat with the knows 
ledge ofhim, he hauing a perpetual and watch- 
full care over them. So atlength returning a- 
eaineto his Princely Father, he fitteth nowe 
on his right hand , ſpeaking and making inter- 
ceſſion & vs al, being overcome with to great 
a loue towardes vs. For I am of this opinion, 
that except we were ſpared for his ſake, long 
fince had we bcene om cleane out of this 
Monaſterie: ſo wicked and miſerable we are, 
and ſo negligently , and ſloathfully wee ſerue 
him, wholy forgette him and contemne hum, 
and ſo little care and remembrance we haue of 


him. But the Omnipotet father loueth this Son - 


ſo greatly ; thatin my opinion nothing can be 
more acceptable to him in this world,then that 
we ſhould loue this , his Sonne with him . For 
which cauſe I endeuour & labour to loue him, 
& to do thoſe thinges which Ithinke pleaſing 
to him. D E.' Whatis it, that you can doe ac 
ceptable to him > LOVE. &c Inremembring 
and ſpeaking of his moſt holy life, his paines & 
laboures, his moſt bitter death and Paſsion, & 
his holy commandements, and as neare as Ican 
conforming my ſelf according to his manners. 
For who ſocuer my Lord & Maſter ſeeth moſt 
carefully to 1mitate the life ofhis Son, him doth 
he moſt loue,and holde deareto him. And for 
this cauſe, was it his holy will and pleaſure, yr 
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he ſhould come &liue here amoneſt vs,that by 
that meanes he might teach vs how we ſhould 
live, who before lived no better then bruite 
beaſts. Thercfore hath our Lord ſet him before 
our eyes,as a mirrour,or looking glaſle, that c- 
uery one may knowe,whether he doe, or omit 
what his pleaſure is,and may ſee and behold in 
the life of his Sonne, as in a glaſſe, whether his 
works be good or badde. Neither is there any 
thing in all the world,by which we may more 
trulie come to the knowledge thereof. And yets 
beſides this, there is one thing more, which my 
Lord and M. loueth,that is my Boy , called he 
loue of our Neighbour , whome he eſteemeth ſo 
much,and holdeth ſotdeare,that whatſocuer we 
doe to him, be it good or bad, he taketh as if 
weredone to himſelfe. DE. Howdoe you 
loue this Boy 2 LOVE. &c. Euen as my 
ſclke. And firſ I perſwade my ſelfe that he 1s 
better then I am , and although I execute a 
higher place, yetin all thinges that are agrec- 
able to vertue, Tobey him. I farther am care- 
full that by no meanes I affli him, or giue 
him occafion of ſorrowe, but ſhewe all loue 
and kindneſle to him that I can. Ineucrhaue 
ſiniſter conceite of him, but rather excuſe him 
all that I may. I neuer call him by anic name 
of diſgrace. I moſt willingly diſlemble, and 
bide his naturall defeRes and imperfections , 
Is 
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In diftreſte and aduerſitie,] lament and bewaile 
him. In his abſence Idetrat him not, neither 
ſuffer others to doe if I may hinderit. I with 
and deſire, that my Lord and Maſter be better 
beloued of him, then of my ſclfe : and that it 
would pleaſe God to make him as good, or 
better then I my ſelfeam . Ienuic him nothing 
either for corporall or ſpirituall giftes beſtow- 
ed on him by God, or for any thing which he 
enjoyeth in this world, but rejoyce in his pro- 
ſperity, and lament in his aduerſity . Farther, 
Tthinks him to be the Angell of God; and my 
ſelfe to be vnworthy to be his ſeruant. Thus 
doe 1, for that I knowe him to be beloued of 
my Maſter. Alſo 1loue thoſe thinges vvhich 
appertaine to our ſocietic, towardes which, I 
carry a very great zcale, in regarde that they 
-appertaine to the worſhippe, & honour of my 
Lord and Maſter, and to the preſervation and 


maintenanceof this his houſe. Wherefore I - 


am very carefull, that nothing beloſt, or miſ- 
layed,eſpecially of thoſe thinges which belong 
to the ſeruice of Religion, Ceremonies,and the 
holy Canons of the Church. Whuch thinges 
although many doe not greatly eſteeme, yetT 
amfully perſwaded,that the holy Ghoſt would 
neuer have inſtituted them, except hee had 
knowne them to bepleaſing to God .. There- 
fore Lholde the ſmalleſt Ceremonies, to be _ 
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ferued; imagining they tend to the hvnour of 
God, and moſt readely and willingly, with all 
humility, & reucrence doe I keepe them. And 
this thought doe I {Hill carry in my minde, if T 
ſhould not honour my Lord and Maſter,wor- 
ſhippe him carefully , ſerue him dutifully, and 
ſhewe my ſelfe moſt zealous in his ſeruice, who 
ſhould doeit? canſidering I am beholding to 
him, more then all other creatures. For if the 
ſeruants and attendants of great Princes and 
States ſerue and obey their Maſters, ſo care- 
fully, diligently,and with ſo greata defirezwhy 
ſhould not I ſerue and honour my Maſter and 
Lord,that admiitteth me to the fanuliarity ofhis 
chamber. Therefore ifthe whole world ſhould 
fall, and decline from his obedience, and not 
one ſhould perſcuer to ſhewe him reuerence: 
yet woulde i remayne faithfull, even vatill my- 

aſt moment of life. {7 

CHAPTER. g. 9 

Of thoſe thmgs which the Lone of God hattth, 
and a concluſion of his dutie and office. 
s | He other thing of the two, which I ſpake 
of before, wherewith 1 pleaſe and con+ 
tent miy Lord & Maſter, is, to hate ſuch things 
as I knowe he hateth . And two eſpeciall ene- 
ties I knowe thy Maſter hath, which are The 
world, and My fleſh. Wherefore I haue refol+ 
ned with my ſelfe, to hate them all, that I can, 
J; aa 
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& to haue neither p——_ or peace with the 
which determinati6 to performe, I _—__ an 
other thing, which ts, to take no delight or re- 
creation with the, neuer to talke or converſe fa 
miliarly with the,except it be by the comande- 
ment of my M.which comandement is ofmore 
weight,the any Parpoſe I can vndertake. Ther- 
fore haue I beſought the Superior of this Mo- 
naſtery,that he neuer ſend me abrod,into town 
or contry for my recreatis,ordiſport, which is 
a thing Efferens fro my diſpoſition, & which I 
hate:yet when he comandeth it, I muſt needs 0- 
bey him. And although for ſome cauſes my M. 
command mie ſomtimes to goe abroad into the 
world, yet will he thatI returne with all the 
ſpecd that I can make, for feareleſt I be caught 
and deceaued with the deceites thereof: bein 

aſſured, that how warely ſoeuer men phat 
therein, yet more hurt than good commeth cuer 
thereby. Likewiſe do Ideteſt & hate my owne 
faultes and vncleanes, my il motions & defires, 
my ſodaine paſſions & pronuſe to fin,notigno 


rant how hatcfull they be to my Lord and M. 


And therfore for the love ofhim, I continually 


labor to amend my ſelfe.Beſides I ſequeſter my 


ſelfe from all that dwell in this Monaſtery (for 
his loue) except when charity & neceſlitic re- 
_ the cotrary.Neither doc it tor that caufe 
that I contemne them, or thinke them m_—_— 

| thy 
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thy ofmy —_—_— &fellowlhip (for as I ſaid 
before, I eſteeme them as Saints and Angelles) 
but rather becauſe I thinke my ſelfe vnaworthiy 
of their preſence and conuerſation, or mecte tv 
kiſſe the ground that they treade on. DE. Why 
do you ſo? LO. Becauſe in theſe times Relig1s 
is much decayed, by reafon of to muchfamilia- 
rity,and conuerſing of ſuch as profes monaſti- 
cal lives,not only amongſt themſclues; but alſo 
amongſt ſecular perſons. Whereby it chanceth 
that ſo little prayer,denotion and meditation is 
vſcd. For in theſe dities fome Monaſteries. are 
become like Princes Palaces,and.only in name 
& habit they ſhew themſelues religious: when 
they treate of, and handle naught,but worldly 
cauſes: & holines & religion1s ſo rare among(t 
ſome of the, that they never frequent their deuo 
tions, but when they meet intheir Oratories,out 
of which they talke of nothing, but worldly bu 
ſineſles,and newes,being alwaies ſo diſtraRted, 
that they know not how to colle& their minds 
to ſerue God: and when they are called again(t 
their wils to their Oratories,to ling theirſeruice 
they feare they ſhall not ſoone enough depart 
fro thence againe: & thus theyſing their ſeruice 
being full ofhigh miſteries, with litle reverence 
or no deuotio at al, hauing their minds & defire - 
on the end, & inthe kitchen. And beauſethe 
vuderſtad litte of God, q what ——— 
1}. ro 
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to hitn : God likewiſe regardeth them not, but 
hateth them. Therefore haue I determined to 
mure my ſelfeto a cuſtome, and to endeuour 
to be alwaies ſolitary,and attend my deuotions 
that ſo my minde may takedelight in God,and 
thoſethinges that —_ to him, and that I 
may learne to loue hum, as in truth it is moſt re- 
uſite, conſidering that for that cauſe I haue 
forſaken the world, & withdrawne my ſelf hi- 
ther. DE.Some wall ſay thou art fingular, & wil 
note thee for it. LOVE. Lregard not that, for I 
_— notdefireto _—_ metni: eſpecially whe 
it ſhall diſpleaſe and offend God. ' And ſo long 
as I amnot ſcandalous to others, let them think 
or ſpeake their pleaſures of me. That which T 
doe,is but my office, and dutie, if therfore thou 
| ſeekeme, doe thou as Thaue done. 
| CHAPTER. 10. | 
The Lowe of Ged brought defire into the houſe. 

[| N this meane time Deſire was mich amazed, 
and :bethought himſelfe of thoſe thinges 
which: he had heard of the Loxe of God, and 
ſaid: tohim. D E. When you have done all 
theſe thinges, is there cauſe that you ſhoulde 
bein feare of anything? LOVE. &c. Yea 
true.” Imuſt with great care and ſtudie ende- 
uvour,that by doing well I fall not into vaine- 
glo:y,andfſelteliking. For it fo I ſhould yeeld 
ro:them, preſently my Maſter would expcl me 
this 


pai <7 by of my my hy ns wy 


this apr" 6 Therefore haue I alwaies Hu- 
milty my Mother by my fide. DE. Carry me I 
beſeech you into the houſe. LOVE. Followe 
me, for thou haſt had conference enough with 
me. I will bring thee vnto an other fellowe of 
mine, whoſe office is higher,and more worth 

then mine. DE. Whats his name? LO VE. 
He is called D-fre of God. Now Deſfre vvent 


with a chearefull minde, accompanied with the - 


Lowe of God, to ſeeke Deſire of God, and hauing 
founde him, he asked of him if he were De/ire 
of God, DESIRE OF GOD. I am hee 
thou ſeekeſt, what wouldeſt thou with me DE. 
I would intreat to be admitted to your ſeruicc. 
Here Deſire of God was delighted with the rea- 
_ diewillofDeſre,and faidtohmm. DESIRE 

OF GOD. If thou deſire to live with me,thou 
muſt be wel inſtruQed by my brother the Love 
of God. For Defireof Godis made of the wine 
that runneth out of that veſlell of the Loze of 
God.See therefore thou be firſt well inſtruted 
by the /oe of God,leaſt otherwiſe thou deceaue 
thy ſelfe. DE. I haue conuerſed ſometime with 
the Lowe of God, who hath inſtruQed me of all 
things that are neceſſary for me to doe. Which 


I hope through Gods helpe, to be able to exe- - 


cute. But I cannot aſſure you,making no doubt 
whether Iam endued with the Lowe of Godor 
no,conſfidering itis a thing known only to him 

I aj. {clte, 
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ſelfe, who loue,or doe not loue him. Therefore 
herein I humble my ſelfe to his wiſdome. Nej- 
thercan I aſſure you, Ihaue any thing of my 
ſelfe, one thing excepted which is Good will my 
dogge, whome neither, I dare preſume to cha- 
lenge as my owne, conſidering I have him by 
the gifte of an other. Theſe wordes of Defre, 
pleaſedDeſire of God,the rather conſidering,he 
perceaued that Deſre durſt not attribute to tim 
ſelf his love of God. DE. Now Sir,let me craue 
to knowe your conditions & office. DESIRE. 
Euen as a man through true knowledge of him 
ſelfe,attayneth to great contempt,and hatred of 
himſelfe, 8 as through true knowledge of God 
a man likewiſe cometh to perfe& loue of God. 
So by much louing of God,a man is brought to 
the greater deſire of God. And whoſoever he 
be that getteth me : he deſireth nothing els that 
this world can yeeld. For with ſuch vertue and 
worthines doe Tadorne his minde:that he thin- 
keth himſelfe vnmeete, to defire any thing, be- 
ſides that moſt excellent, moſt rare, & moſt to 
be defired good . Which is only our Lord Tc- 
ſus Chriſt. Ifay, I make hin the moſt excellent 
of the world. For although he be borne but of 
meayne parentage : yet do I make him a mighty 
King. For whoſocuer 1s trulie endued with me, 
he thinketh on nothing but only on God: he 
ſpeaketh nothing but only on God : becauſe 
that wherſocuer his treaſure is , thers he ſerteth 
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his hart, And whatſoeuer the hart profoundly 
thinketh , that eff PR the mouth vttereth. 
And thoſe thinges which are delivered by the 
conſent of the mouth, apparantly declare the 
thought of the hart. Iam the foode and repaſt 
of that minde, which liueth, and is nouriſhed 
by good deſire : inthis houſe of Charitte, Iam 
of higheſt dignity, and keepe the dore of the 
ſecret chamber ofthe foreſaid Char:ty,and haue 
+ authority to admit ſuch friendes as T allowe of. 
Here vſe I the oftice of a Cryer,or a Trumpet- 
ter, and walking about this Monaſtery , make 
certaine cries and ſoundes, vntill ſuch time as [ 
awake and ſtirre vp my Maſter, and cauſe him 
to come forth to ſpeake with ſuch as ſeek him. 
Who doeſt thou thinke awaked me euen nou, 
when thou ſtoodeſt calling ſo long at the gate, 
& knocked{t with the hammers of teares, and 
ſighes ? truly the barking of thy dog . Tam the 
trueſt meſlenger of Chariie & come firſt to the 
cate, ſpeak firſt to my M.am neareſt to him, &c 
am ſooneſt heard ofhim'. Farther, itis in me to 
diſtribute the fruit of a moſt rare tree, which we 
haue,called the ſight of God &, Ido giueit to 0- 
thers to eate. DE. Is this fruit pleſantin taſt. For 
in the houſe of Humlie an other fruit was gi- 
ven me , molt bitter to eate, eſpecially at the 
firſt it coulde hardly be ſwallowed. DESIRE. 
OFGOD. This fruit is moſt Fweere, yetfar 

0 wp ſweeter 
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ſweeter in the taſt of ſome men, then of otherg 
according as men axe more deſirous and hun- 
gry after 1t, &as they haue their taſt & mouthes 
molt perfe& . Some there be whoſe teeth are 
butdul or blunt: with whome this fruit agrecth 
not, becauſe they cannot hold it . Other ſcme 
cate it without hunger or appetite:hauing their 
ſtomakes ful &ouercharged with other meateg 
to theſe men likewiſe it taſteth not pleaſantly, 
neitheris it lightly diſgeſted of them, yet neuer 
theleſlſe it doth not hurt them . Some others 
there be, which by reaſon of ſome ague or ſome 
wmumoderate heate haue not their taſt ſo good 
as others , and theſe cannot judge the goodnes 
of this fruit, but only according as they ſhall 
heare by others. D E. Ibeſcech you, gue me 
leaue to taſt a little of this fruit. DESIRE OF 
GOD. Itpleaſeth me that thou ſayelſt to taſt 
a little thereof : ſor in this mortall life no man 
may eate thereof his fill : only he may taſt and 
tric how ſweeteitis. DE. Why ſo > DESIRE 
OF GOD. If any man might enjoy it here to 
the full ofhis defire, he would never deſire to 
departfrom this world , and to goe to heauen. 
Know therefore that living here in this vale of 
miſery, almoſt dead through hunger, and de- 
priued of ſtrength , by reaſon of long penury : 
we oughtlongly to watch and defire that day, 
wherein we may enter , into that great opp 
| | P 
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pfour King and Maſter , defiring and thirſting 


after him inno other manner , then doth the 
hart thirſt for the cleare fountaine in the hoteſt 
Somer. And ſuch is the vertue and force of this 
fruit , that one little morſell be it never ſo ſmall 
doth ſatiate a mans ſtomacke , bee hee neuer {0 
great an cater. But being once come to the 
preſence of this King and Maſter , hee will 
make our ſtomacke better and ſtronger, that 
wee ſhall bee able to cate of this fruit, ſo much 
as we will, and neuer receaue hurt or preiudice 
by it. Buthereifany one eate more of it, then 
his ſtomacke can beare: he ſhall rather receaue 
hurt then good thereby . Therefore muſt we 
moderately eate of this fruit, vntill we arrive at 
that place of happines , where for euer we thall 
be filled without al! meaſure, with that ſame 
fruit which here we doe but only taſte. 
h CHAPTER 1:. 
How Deſire of God prepared, Deſire to 


eate of thus fruit. 


E. Now then Sir , I beſeech you beſtowe | 


vpon me to cate ſo much of this fruit, as 


' your ſelfe ſhall thinke good. DESIRE OF 


G OD. Firſt then conſidering,this fruit is not 
conteyned , butin a moſtcleane veſlell : it be- 
hooueth that thou clenſe and make cleanethy 
tecth, and that thou waſh thy mouth , thy eyes, 
thy face, thy handes and feete. DE. Where 
may 
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may I finde water, wherwith to do 1t?DESTRE 
OF GOD. Iwill bring thee to a liuing foun- 
tayne ,that continually runneth bothnight and 
day, called Holze Relrgion, alſo I will aſſemble 
the Virgins of this Monaſtery , who ſhall af- 
fiſt to waſh and purifie thee . This much con- 
tented Deſrre , _ oy did he expe the 
comming oftheſe Vargins, when behould he 
ſawe Deſreof GOD, comeand bring them 
with him,ſaying,theſe bethe Virgins that ſhall 
wah thee. The farſt 15s called Sweermes. The 
ſecond Concord. The third Pitty or Compaſſion. 
The fourth Grace . The fift Clemencrie . The 
{ixt Indylgence . The ſeuenth Mercy . The 
civht Benenolence. The ninth Gentlenes. The 
tenth Sefferance. T he eleuenth Tra»guility. The 
twelfe Securitie. The thirtenth. /ov. The four- 
tenth Dyſcretion or Moderation. The fiftenth 
Demorion. Who will gue thee a certayne ſawce, 
that ſhall procure thee an appetite, whereby 
more willingly & pleaſingly thou ſhalt eat this 
#run. For it 15 only giuen to ſuch a hunger after 
it, but others are ſent away empty without it. 
The fixtenth Virgin is Religion . The ſeuen- 
tenth is Perſenerance. The eightenth is Prayer. 
Thenintenth is Honeſtre, and my ſclfe Deſe of 
God, amthelaſt, who am ever preſent at this 
holy Monaſtery of Virgins. And if thou wilt 
likewiſe aſſociate thy ſelfe with them, it will 
Prepare 
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repare thee not alittle to cate this fruit, which 
F, ſone as thou halt eaten , thou ſhalt ever after 
haue theſe Virgins thy companions, who ne- 
ver will forſake thee, except thou firſt aban- 
don them. For they be very greedy to eate of 
this meate, and fo ſone as they eſpe this fruit. 
T hey flie to it, as bees will doc to Ch , and 
we cannot better knowe when a man hath this 
ſruit, then if we ſee theſe Virgins flocking ab- 
out his gates. Now Deſire being waſhed and 
well recreated with eating this fruit, was won- 
derfully comforted, to whome Deſire of God 
ſaid, conſidering Brother that thou haſt eaten 
of this fruit , it1s nowe expedient that thou doe 
ſing alſo . For the ſeruants of G OD, after 
they haue cate their meate vſe to ling, ging 
thankes and prayſe to GOD, and none a- 
bideth in this houſe, that is not expert in fing- 
ing. DE. After what manner ſhall I ſing 2 
DESIRE OF GOD. Wee will goc to. 
the quyer where all the ſingers abide . The 
firſt 1s called, Benedit:on or Bleſſing. The ſe- 
cond Honour: The third Prayſng. The fourth 
Thankesgiwmg , amongſt thefe muſt thou ſing , 
who are excellent Muſitions , and haue ſingu- 
ler ſweete voyces, DE. What part muſt I ſing? 
DESIRE OF GOD. Thefirſt as Thaue 
ſaid is called Beredutian, he fingeth the treble 
aud prayſeth God for his high — 
$ 1C 
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The ſecond Hovonr, he ſingeth the Contertes, 


nor,& prayſeth God for his infinite wiſedome. |: 


| 


Thethird Prayſing, he fingeth the Tenor, and 
extolleth the wonderfull goodnes of God, and 
all his vertues, his noblenes, and excellency, & 
all thatis in him. The fourth 7 hankesgmamy, he 
ſingeth the Baſle and giveth thankes to GOD 
for all his creatures, & for al the benefits which 
he hath beſtowed on them. 
CHAPTER. 12. 
How Deſire learned to ſing, 
Eſfire was now much delighted, both'with 
-” the manner of ſinging, and alfo with the 
ſong,to whom Deſire of God ſaid, now be think 
thy ſelfe whither thou wilt returne from hence 
orno. DE. Whither can I goe, that I may 
bettermy ſelfe, eſpecially , conſidering I am 
come hither with ſo great labour & difficulty, 
For finding my ſelfe to be well entertayned 
here, and to live in _ and all contentement 
by no meanes will I depart from hence, for the 
old Prouerbe ſayeth,he that is well let him not 
chaunge his place, therefore Sir, I cannot be 
perſwaded to depart, —_— you will by vio- 
lence expellme. DESIRE OF GOD. It 
- 1snotour cuſtome to expell any againſt their 
willes, rather doe we entreate ſuch as enter in, 
hither, that they will make their abodes here a- 
monglt vs, Yet that they may knowe, age” ec 
aamit 
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admit none for our owne neceſſity : ſometimes 
weaske of them whither they will depart . But 
ſeing thou haſt determined to continue here, 
thou muſt not live and be idle here. For no idle 
body dwelleth here, or that doth not ſpend his 
time in good exerciſes. DE. What mult I doe? 
DESIRE OF GOD. Whatſocuer is com- 
manded to thee. D E. If I am commanded no+ 
thing, ſhall Ibeidle > DESIRE OF GOD. 
Thou halt fing, and givethankes, and prayſe 
to God , for thou art admutted hither eſpecially 
to ſing. And whileſt thou artin doing , that 
which thou art commided, thou maieſt fins ts 
thy ſelfleſt thou be trobled with idle thoughts. 
Butt chou deſire to profit much,and greatly to 

leaſe our Lord and Maſter , and to infinuate 
thy ſelfe into his friend{hippe, as much as thou 
canſt, (if nothing elſe be commanded to thee,) 
conuerſe and conferre with him alone.. Then 
ſhalt thou heare what he will ſpeake in thee, &&- 
thou ſhalt learne many ſecretes that he willre- 
nealeto thee, and thou ſhalt become his molt 
inwarde frend. D E. May any enter into his 
chamber, and ſpeake with him > DESIRE 
OF GOD. Yeatrucly,ſo that hebe accom- 
re with Humility. And farther I aſſure thee 


hetaketh eſpeciall delight, when any will come 


to him and {ecke to awake him. For it is his na- 
turenotto defire to be alone, and be a man ne-» 
| uer 
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uet ſo meane or baſe, yet doth he delightts 
haue him deſire his preſence. And ſo great is 
his dignity & worthines that he regardeth not 
his perſon, or maketh any difference of their 
birthes that ſue to him, regarding only the hu- 
mility of their mindes . One man 1s as deare to 
him as an other, and he created them all of one 
and the ſame matter . Yea more, the more baſe 
and vile the perſon 15,ſo that he debaſe and de- 
ject himſelfe; the greater doth he declare his 
TJoue towardes him. And to ſay truth thoſe 
which dwell in this Monaſtery amongſt vs,the 
reateſt part of them (ſome fewe excepted) are 
How but of meane & bafe gs Fe: ſuch 
as the world contemneth as abjeRs, thoſe doth 
God chooſe for his faithfulleft ſeruantes, that 
none of this ſociety ſhould flatter themſcelues : 
that they deſerued of themſclues to be admitted 
hither, and not through the ſpeciall grace and 


goodnes of God. If therefore thou deſfireto * 


continue amongſt ys, and to fing amongſt our 
other ſingers, and deſire farther that thy ſing- 
ing may be pleaſing, and acceptable to God, 
thou muſt labour to obſerue theſe foure things. 
Thefirſtis A goodwill. The ſecond Humility. 


The third Parence. The fourth Charty. Which 


if thou doeſt, thou halt never erre in ſinging. | 
And although ſometimes thou chance to neg» | 


lc ſome part, yet by diliget obſcruation, = 
1alt 


——_— 
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ſhalt eaſely come into meaſure againe.With the 
firſt meaſure or tune, which is A good will, thou 
ſhalt ſing the plaine ſong, which is (as it were) 
the ground& tondation of the others. With the 
ſecond and third, I meane Hamulity & Parrence, 
thou ſhalt ſing the Contertenor,for Humiluy 8 
Patience, are contrary to ſelfe will . With the 
fourth , which is Charity, thou ſhalt explayne , 
and declare the ſound and tune, ofthe Organs, 
and that with exceeding ſweeties & harmony 
of thy ſoule & ſpirit. And if it fortune that thow 
be outof tuncpreſcntly, haue recourſe to the 
firſt note or meaſure . Alſoaf thou chaunce to 
ſing contrary to thy tellowes, obſerue him that 
direeth thee, who will bring thee ſonc.ints 
tune againe, through his helpe and aſſiſtance , 
and with the loue ot our Lord & Maſter. And 
inall thy ſinging obſerue this one thing dili- 
gently, that thou forget not to cate the tru, 
which thou dideſt gather, in the houſe of He+ 
wility,l meane D:ſtruit of thy ſe!fe , for the more 
thou attayneſt to the Loue and Deſire of God, 
the better thou ſhalt knowe him , and fweeter 
ſhalt thou findehim. To conclude the more 
thou ſhalt offer of this fruit to my Lord and 
Maſter, the greater thalt thou finde his loue 
and friend{huppe towardes thee, for willingly 
doth he cate of 11,and moſt pleaſing is itto hn. 
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CHAPTER. 13. 


How Deſire of God, brought Deſire intothe þ 


chamber of his Lord and Maſter , and of 
the manner of Prayms. 

D E. One thing there remayneth yet whicli 
17 Iwouldentreate of you, that now conſi- 
dering. You haue graunted me, to be a ſcruant 
of this houſe, you will farther bring me , to the 
knowledge of my Maſter, that I may ſe him & 
kiſle his hand. DESIRE OF GOD. Follow 
mein & I will graunt thy deſire. Now beganne 
Deſire to feare and to tremble, thinking that he 
muſt ſpeake with a King of.ſo great Majeſty 
in his priuy chamber, and ſo great was his feare 
and his aſtoyniſhment, that neither could he or 
durſt he preſume to come neare him, but nowe 
| beganneto thinke to goe back againe. But ad- 

wing better with himſelfe , and thinking that 
he was a ſweete, anoble, and an affable King; 


and curteous, and gentle to all men, he tooke 
hart againe truſting wholy to the gentlenes of 


him. Here Deſire of God bidde him ſtay at the 
dore, vntill he wentin to his Maſter, and told 
him how Deſire deſired to ſpeake with him. 
And now againe beganne Deſire to be doubt- 
full, how,and in what manner he ſhould ſpeake 
to his Lord and Maſter. When Deſire of God 


comming to him tould him, he had acquainted ' 


his Maſter with his being there , and therefore 
: | | badde 


_—_ 
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baddehim goein, and he would ſtay for him 
there. Now Deſire beganne with exceeding 
great reuerence to enter the houſe, and goe into 
the baule, who ſo ſone as he eſpied his Lord & 
Maſter, hefell proſtrate on the ground, and 
_ to weepe, not preſuming to lift vp 
either his head or eyes. For he had not forgot, 
what an enemy he had beene ſometime to his 
Maſter , with how many wronges and iniuries 


; hehad offended him, how ill and ynreuerently 


he had ſometimes ſpoken of him, with the re- 
mebrance hereof, he was not able to ſpeake,but 
ſtode weeping and aghing, ſcing himſelfe pre- 
ſent before the Majeſty ofhim he had ſo high- 
ly offended. OVR L. What meancth this wee- 
ping 2 What doeſt thou here 2 ſpeakeſt thou 
nothing? riſe and ſay what thou wouldeſt haue. 
D E. What may Ipreſume to ſpeake O Lord, 
in preſence of thy Majeſty, I acknowledgemy 
ſelfe vnworthy,to open my vncleane mouth in 


 thepreſence of ſuch a Lord, admit me to be ſi- 


lent, and to ſtand ſtill and figh, and to bewaile 
and lament my owne iniquity. OVR LORD. 
Wherefore then art thou come hither. DE. 
I ofmy felfe never came in hither, for I hold 
my ſclfe vaworthy to abide in thy houſe, much 
leſſe worthy to enter thy chamber. OVR 
LORD. Who then brought thee hither 2 


| DE: Thy ſelfe fwcete Lord,thou haſt drawen 


] me, 
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me, thou haſt made me cry, and call vpon thee; 
thou haſt commanded thy gates to be opened, 
and that I ſhould be brought in hither to thee. 
My ſelfe am wholy ignorant of the cauſe here- 
of,or whathath moucd thee to it,or what neede 
thou haſt ofme.. For I hold it more ſufficient, 
then that ſo ynworthy a wreatch as Iam, ſhold 
be thought worthy to be the meaneſt of thy 
ſeruits, & a bondman & ſlaue in this thy houſe: 
although of my ſelfe Icannot deſerue that, and 
hould my ſelfe ynworthy to obteyne it . But 
conſidering that it hath pleaſed thee to call me, 
and that it pleaſcth thee, I ſhall abide with thee, 
and ſpeake to thee : open thou O Lord I be- 
ſecch thee my lippes, and teach me what I ſhall 
ſay inthy preſence. Plant in mecthy ſpirit of 
feare and reuerence, thatthy Majeſty be not 
offcnded by me, or ynreuerendly worthipped, 
or vnhonorably cntreated from this time the 
warde of ſo vilea finneras Tacknowledge my 
ſelfe. For it cannot be done without off:rin 
thee great iniurie. And rather had I kil my ſclte 
then to offer nay th 1gnominie or diſgrace 
to thy Majeſty.For therby ſhould I offer great 
nuury and contempt to all Angels, and Arch- 
angels, and the wholefcllowſhippe of heauen, 
who with ſo great reverence, and feruour doe 
loue and honor thee. Teach me therefore O 
Jord, what I ſhal ſay or do to thee. For 1 wholy 
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teſigne my f(elfinto thy hands.Grant me there« 
fore ſweete Lord the ſpirit of Hwmrlirze where- 
with Tmay ſerue thee , thy houſe & all thy ſer- 
uvats; let my ſeruice be acceptable to thee, & be 
thou O Lord honored and glorified 1n me. 

CHAPTER. 14. 
How onr Lordinſtruited Deſire, hor» he 
 Pould behane himſelfe. 

() VR LO. Riſe vp and lay away all man- 

ner offeare. If hEceforth thou wilt be ver- 
tuous and Godly, 8 behaue thy ſelfe according 
to thy duety : I will neuer remeber the wrongs 
and injuries thou haſt done me . And that thou 
mayelt henceforth amend and become, better, I 
will delmer thee only foure wordes, which if 
thou remember, and wilt only obſerue, ſhall be 
very beneficiall & auailcable to thee. The firſt 
two are. [and Thou, Theother two. A Seruant 
& 4 King. Theſe foure wordes when thou canſt 
well exerciſe and pratize, will bring thee to 
great perfetion & purity of hart : and will de- 
fend & deliuer thee from all perturbatiss ofthe 
minde, & will inſtru thee to live peaceably & 
friendly, & conuerſe quictly with al men. DE: 
Voutſafe O lord to dire me,how I may exer- 
ciſe theſe foure words. OVR LO.Thou maiſt 


refer all thy exerciſes to theſe foure words, for 


they are of great importice, & whole volumes 
n . . — - q 
might be written'of them alone, which of then 
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ſelues were ſufficient to teach | ra perfeAtion. 
Therefore when thou reſolueſt to ſpeake vnto 
me,ifthen thou finde thy ſelf cold,diſtrafted,or 
diſconteted for any thing that thou art coman- 
ded, thinke to thy ſelfe that with theſe wordes 
alone I ſpeake to thee. 1 & Thou. And then ex- 
clude from thy minde the whole world, &what 
ſoeuer thou haſt heard or ſeene in thy life, ima- 
gining that none , but I «»d T hon areleftin this 
world. The other two wordes,Seruant & King, 
will auaile thee in living with thy Brothers in 
this houſe. The firſt, wherof Sernant will profit 
thee herein,that thou waiſt imagine thy ſelf,the 
ſeruant of all men, whereby thou ſhalt attayne, 
Hamiltie and Obedience.The other word Kmg, 
will ſerue thee to remember that thou art King 
and commander ouer thy ſclfe. For ſuch Kings 
doe Ienritch & loade with al treaſures.For this 
time be contet with this direQis, & haue peace 
& quietnes, & ſo depart. DE. Wherefore O 
Lorddoeſt thou bidde me depart , & wilt that1 
forſake thy pegſcnce? OVR LO. Thinke not 
thy ſelfe worthy to abide alwaies with me, but 
at ſuch times only as I wil, & ſhal ſend for thee, 
and then take thou heede that thou doe not of- 
fend in vaineglory or preſumption. For accor- 
ding to my owne will & pleaſure I wil cal thee. 
But before thou goc hence, leaue thy harthere 


with me,that wherſocuer thourTouecrſe thy bet- 
ter 
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ter part may be with me. D E. Moſt willingly 
ſweet Lord, I comit my hart to thy prote&ion, 
OVR LO. I receaue it from thy willing offer, 
& yet thinke notalwaies that I will doe ſo, for 
ſometimes for thy benefit, & to humble thee I 
wil refuſe to keep it. And this one thing I wold 
not haue thee ignorant of, which per1duenture 
is vaknowneto thee; That the greater comfort 
& conſolation Idefireto ſend my friends: with 
the more troubles, adnerſities, & afilitions, I 
vie to viſit them. But if thou wilt leaue G-9d wil 
thy dogge here with me, he may continvally 
remayne in my preſence, &lhal neuer goe from 
me,exceptthou thy ſelfe wilt, yet neuertheleſle 
daylie muſtthou commend him to mee. DE. 
Why is it necdeful that I commend him to thee 
dayhe? ſufficeth it not that Tdoeit once. OVR 
LORD. No, and not for feare, leaſt I ſhould 
forget thee; but leſt thou thy ſelfe proue vn- 
mindefull of me, and that thou mayeſt haue oc- 
caſion euer to remember and haue mee in thy 
minde, whereby I may gratific and rewarde 
thee daylie, and according to thy neceſſity and 
want nay helpe and ſuccour thee. For nothing 
tis to me whither thou be mindefull or vn- 
mindefull of me. DE.I yeeld thee moſt humble 
thankes my ſweete Lord and Maſter. Long 
lince haue I proued thy goodnes and bene- 
uolence, for which thou workelt all thinges in 
K ij. Vs 
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vs only for our ſaluation and benefit. 

| CHAPTER. rx. 

How Defre put in prattiſe the feure wordes of his 

Lordand Maiter, and what benefit he 
receaued thereby. | 

FT Hus Deſire departing out, ofthe chamber 
of his Lord and Maſter,& leauing his hart 

fill behinde with him; he found Deſire of God 

without the dore, expe&ing his comming , to 

whome he ſaid . What haſt thou done ſo long 

time within?thinkeſt thou my Lord & Maſter, 


raketh delight & is pleaſed with many wordes 2 


beleeve me , thou ſhalt ſometime preuaile more 
with him,with one word then with a hundered. 
D E. Me thinketh Ihaue ſtayed to ſhort a time 
with him. DE. OF GOD. Now viewe & con- 
{ider all this houſe, conſidering thou art recea- 
nedin hither. DE. I will goe to my chamber. 
DE.OF GOD. Goe in the name of God. Now 
Deſire did daylie renolue in his minde the foure 
wordes, which his Lord & Maſter had deliue- 
rcd him, & oft would fay to himſelfe.7 & Thc. 
Sernant and King . And whenſoeuer hee ſpake 
them, whither he deuided them,or joyned them 
yet cuer they agreed well togither. For joyning 
the firſt, which is I. With the third , which 1s 
A Servant, he ſaid to himſelf Ipronounce them 
r!ghtly. For,for the loue of my Lord & maſter. 
Tama ſervant. Thep joymng the firſt ane 
| a 
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Iift which is a K-rg. Sill he ſemed to pronounce 
them rightly. For being the ſeruant of God, he 
ſaid he was a King. For to ſerue God : thatis to 
raigne. Againe ſpeaking them an other way & 
joyning, King with Seruant. Still they agreed 
well togither. For the King ofheauen to the in- 
tent he might make me a King,made himſelfe a 
Seruant, and whoſoeuer will bea King itis ne» 
ceſſary that firſt he make himſelfe a Servant. 
Thus did Deſire for his benefit many wayes 
joyne theſe foure wordes togither. For ifat any 
time he were oppreſled with any externall ad- 
verſity, aeekty would he fay to himſclie, I 
nothing regard what men ſay or thinke of me, 
not eſteemung whither they honor or cotening 
me. I am a ſervant or bondman, & theſe things 
are meete for ſuch an on. If he felt himſelfto be 
tempted with any yoluptuous pleaſure, then 
ſaid he to himſelfe. Be it farre from me, that am 
a King to become, the ſlaue of filthy vice and 
_ . So vilea ſeruitude befitteth not my 

obility. Thus receaued Deſire excecding be- 
nefits by theſe words: whither he joyned them 
in order, orplaced them contrarily . For both 
did they yn naughty deſires kindled in him 
& appealed & mitigated all his aduerſities. But 
now cofidering the explication oftheſe words 
may be infinit , leaſt I ſeemeto be tedious, Ire- 
fer the reſt to the good conſideration of others. 


FINIS. 


out of the worke of Ladowicus Blotirs an 
Abbot, — briefely, the chiefe 


matter of the former Dialogue. 


 #S_— 


Thirteene ſhort Precepts, moſt neceſſaric for all 
men, that deſire to attaineto theper- 
felt lone of God. 


The firlt. 


&| Or theloue of thy Sauiour Te- 

SRBY<Y! ſus Chriſt , who ſuffered moſt 

NJ, 89 (| bitter torments for thy redep- 
tion, renounce and forſake all 
EI ſenſuall delights & pleaſures: 
FPxPIMSD ] whenſoeuer thou wouldeſt,or 
defireſt, to heare, ſee, ſmell, taſte, touch, or 
ſpeake any thing : call to thy remembrance, 
and thinke that thou art then to obey God,and 
reaſon ſpeaking in thee, and not thy fenſuall 
appetite, which ſhall moue and ſtirre thee. Be 
alſo ready, and content to want the delightes 
ofthe ſpirit, according to the pleaſure and Or- 
dinance of God. And whenſocuer thou art 
comforted 
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eomforted with an inward ſweetnes , and con- 
ſolation; reſt not therein, but beware thou a- 
buſe it not according to thy owne proper plea- 
ſure. | 
2. Keepeeuer amolt carefull watch ouer thy 
ſeeing, hearing, and ouecr thy ſpeaking, that 
they decline not after valawfull , vaine and vn- 
profitable thinges . Thou muſt be moſt vigi- 
lant, and warie in ſpeaking, that thou vtter not 
more wordes,or in other manner, then ſhal be- 
ſecme thee. Letall thy talke be ſhort, plaine, 
and voide of {trife and contention . Gouerne, 
and order carefully, all parts of thy body . A- 
uoide, and ſhunne immoderate laughter, and 
all leuitie, and wantonneſſc in thy behautour. 
3- 'Louenotany creature with an inordinate 
affe&tion, but mortifie thy ſelfe to all tranſito- 
ry things, and carry a minde free from ſuch al- 
lurements : for in ſuch a freedome is conteyned 
the molt true, and pleaſant life. 
4. Kill anddeſtroy with all poſſible care, ' 
through a full reſignation and deniall of th 
ſelfe : all thy paſſions, and finfull affeftions, 
nd eſpeciall thy ſtubborne and obſtinate ſelf- 
wilt. Loueonly before all thinges, the holie 
will of God, and ſtill wiſh that it may be done, 
and to that, wholy ſubmit thy ſelfe,in ſuch ſort, 
that whatſocuer God will haue done,that ſame 
thou ſhaltdeſirealſo. In all things, and at all 
ERIN cs nes 
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all times, preferre the prayſc & honor of God, 
before thy owne profit & priuate commodity, 
5- Inallthinges that ſhall happen, wiſely ex- 
peR the prouidence of God, & carefully com- 
mit thy ſelfe and all thine to him. Knowing that 
he hath a care over thee . All aduerſity and tri- 
bulation (be it internall or externall) take as 
ſent from the hand of God: Belecuing for cer- 
tayne that he doth ſende it thee, for thy farther 
benefit and good of thy ſoule. Beare it there- 
fore paticntly cuen to the laſt houre, giuing 
thankes to God,and continually praying him, 
through whoſe permiſſion an ordinance ſuch 
athing is befalne thee. And be not troubled 
or moued for any iniury , that ſnall be offered 
to thee, nor pariendy complaine thercof to 
any man : but calling to remembrance th 

owne iniquity and ingratitude, hould thy ſelfe 
worthy of all men to be reprchended, blamed, 
contemned, vexed , ſcorned , and trode on, 
Why ſhouldeſt thou be dejeQed for the words 
of men, or for any thing that thou canſt ſuffer 
from them?Giue men leaue to thinke & ſpeake 
their pleſures of thee, let the world, and the 
Diuell rage as they will at thee, conſidering it 
commeth but by Gods permiſſion . Doe thou 
in the meanetime, leane wholy to our LORD 
IESVS, and filently keepe peace continual- 
Iy inthy hart, If thou doeſt truly conſider, how 

ſhames 


a _ _t St MC. 


PI _— Co io th a.  _'Y a « 


PRECEPTS. 55 
ſhamefull and ſharpe hinges , thy Creator and 
Redeemer IESVS CHRIST hath ſufte- 
red for thee, moſt patiently thou wouldeſt en- 
dure any affliction whatſocuer. 

6. Imagine thy ſelfmore baſe, & abje&, than 
any other creature remembring thy owne vile- 
neile, and what thy finnes haue deſerned. If 
thou thinke any good of thy ſelfe conſide-= 
ring thou haſt none, if vnwiſely thou hike thy 
owne doinzes and conceaue well of them, 
herein thou thewelt thy excceding pride, for 
which, thou ſtinkeſt before the face of God. 
What good ſocuer is in thee, it is Gods, and not 
thine, beware therefore in vſurping that, which 
appertayneth to God. Neither boaſt thereof,or 
ſecke to pleaſe thy ſelfe: in that vvhich ſhall ſs 
highly difpleaſe alnightie God. Farther, think 
thy ſelfe vaworthy of the ſmalleſt benefitte it 
ſhall pleaſe God to beſtowe on thee. 

7 Obey andfollowe in all lawfull thinges, 
the will and commandement of other men,thy 
owne ſclfe-will clearely abandoned, and all 
appetites and deſires vanquiſhed and ouer- 
come. Moſt readely ſubmitthy ſelfe to Obe- 
dience, for nothing is more acceptable to God 
then Obedience : and diſobedience the thing 
which God moſt hateth. 

8 Content thy ſelfe with fewe and ſimple 
Cunges, following the example of our Sauiour 
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Chriſt and his moſt bleſſed Mother . Delight 


neither in vaine apparell, nor gluttenous diet. 
But thinke with thy ſelfe , how vnthankfull 
thou ſhouldeſt be, if thou ſhouldeſt murmur 
for thy meate, not being curiouſly dreſſed; 
confiderin our Sauijour IESVS CHRIST, 
was offered for thy ſake, moſt bitter gall and 
vinegretodrinke . If thou want ſometime e- 
ven thoſe thinges which are needefull for thee, 
yet euer honour God, and put thy truſt and 
confidence in him, who neuer forſaketh thoſe 
that ſerue him, although for their greater good 
he ſuffer them ſomtime to want. 
9 Loueall men ſincerely,as thy brothers and 
ſiſters, repreſenting the Image of G O D thy 
Creator : Hartely wiſh the good of all men. 
Sheweto all men, eſpecially to thy enemies, 
and perſecutors, a milde, and gentle counte- 
nance, and bchauiour , and let all thy wordes 
be ciuill to them, : ſuppreſſing in thy ſelfe all 
bitterneſle ofhart,with a mildneſſe,and ſweet- 
neſſe of holy Charity . Be cuerready to com- 
fort, and aide all men in neceſſity . Haue pit- 
tie and compaſſion vponall in miſery, rejoyce 
at other mens vertues, as at thy owne: and 
take other mens miſcries, as the miſery of thy 
ſelfe, imagining thou art ſubje to as much as 
any other. 
'70 Contemneno man; banilh from thy __ | 
| wit 
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with all poſſible dil1gence, euill ſuſpition, and 
raſh judgment. Inure thy ſelfe to thinke well 
of all men. Interpret with ſimplicity the ſay- 
ings, and doings of others tothe beſt. Pre- 
ferre plainely all other men before thy ſelfe. 
Imagine thou art more vile, and ingrate, then 
any other man lwing . Say to thy ſelte, ſay 
alſo to GOD, Iam vaworthy to treade vp- 
pon the earth . Oh that thou diddeſt vnder- 
ſtand how willingly thou oughteſt vndertake 
all ſeruile vyorkes Ge Gods ſake : how glad- 
ly thou ſhouldeſt obey and ſerue other for 
him. For our Lord-and Redeemer IESVS 
CHRIST , himſelfe being made man, be- 
came a ſeruant, and with humility waſhed the 
fecte of his Diſciples. 

11. Labourto pleaſe God, rather then men, 
and wiſh rather to be deſpiſed then honoured. 
12 Feede and nouriſh in thy ſelfe holy and 
, vertuous thoughtes, and cuery where attende 
the preſence of GOD, haung thy thoughts 
continually fixed on him , whether thou Gale 
; ſenſible deuotion or no . Theſe wordes fol- 
lowing, being oft thought vpon, will helpe 
greatly to recolle& thy ſpirittes, and reue- 
rendly to thinke on the preſence of GOD. 
O Lord God, thou art ener preſent to aide and aſ 
fiſt me; thou inhabiteſt and art abiding m the ſee 


erets of my ſoul; 
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13. Whatſocuer is not of god,regard it not,nof 
thinkethatit doth appertaine to thee, ſo may 
clt thou with a quuct minde attend his ſeruice; 
Aid one thmg u neceſſary, which to obtayne, 
thou muſt labour, endeuour, and doe vvhat 
lyeth ih thy power, yetſo, that thou who- 
lie diſtruſt thy ſelfe, and all thou canſt doe, but 
haue all thy confidence in God alone, in his 
mercy and goodneſle, and in the helpe and aſ- 
fiſtance of his heauenly grace. For without 
God, thou canſt doe nothing but ſinne. Reade 
ouer againe, and againe, theſe ſhort rules, and 
examine thy life and behauiour by them. 

AN INDEX OF THE CHAP- 

ters of this Dialogue, diuided into 

; three partes. 

; T HE firſt Chapter . Deſire goeth on Pil- 
grimage. | 
2. Heinſtruteth ſpiritual Paſtors & Prelats. 
3. Oftheſame Argument: 
4. Ofthe houſe of Humilny. 
How Yaine-glory watcheth at the gates. 

6. By what mcancs wemay attaine to Himi- 

bty. . 
—, Ofthepurpoſe of Haumiliry, and her con» 

ference with Defrre. 
8. Humility continueth her diſcourſe. 

. Humility ſtill continueth her ſpeach, and 

teacheth hon to fight agaiaſt ſurne. 
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fo. Ofconcupiſcence of the fleih. 

11, Ofconcupiſcence of the eycs, and pride 
of life. : 

72. How the other wicked Maydens may be 
ouercome. | 

#3. Allmalicemay be expelled. 

14. Ofothier exerciſes of Humulity. 

15. Ofthevertucs that be daughters to Hu- 
mility. 

16. Howall creatures be good, and yet none 
is good but God. 

17. Ofthe ſame Argument. 

13. Ofthe manners & coditions of Simplicity 

29. How purity of hart,and Innocency might 
be preſerued. 

20 Of Pouerty. 


21. OfObedience. 


22, Of Chaſtity. 
$3. The Conchuen of the firſtpart. _ 
THE SECOND PART. 
1. OfPaticnce. 
2. How God may be known by his cretures; 
| THE THIRD PART. 

7. Ofthe probation and exerciſe of the Lous - ' 
of God. 

2. Oftheloue of our Neighbour. | 

3- Ofthe Loue of God, & of our Neighbour, 
and of an other degree of loue, and of the 
tunRion thereof, 

4. Of 
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4. Of theſime. | 

Of two other Purpoſes of the Lowe of 
Ged, to wit, to deſire nothing , and to thinke 
vpon nothing. 

6. Ofthe ſame, and ofprayer alſo. 

Ofthe office of the ; A of God inan 0+ 
ther degree, & a continuation of that, which 
he beganne of the manner of praying. 

$8. Ofthethird degree of Loue. 

9. Ofthoſe thinges which the Loxe of God 
hateth. 

10. How the Loue of God brought defirein- 
to the houſe. 

11. How Decſfireof God prepared Defiret\ 
cate ofthe fruit he gaue him. 

12. How Dcfirelearned to ſing. 

13. How Delireof God brought Defire into 
the chamber of his Lord and Maſter, and of 
the manner of praying. 

14. How our Lord gave Defire good direQti- 
ons, to gouerne him ſelfe well. . 

15. Deſire exerciſcd the foure wordes, which 
our Lord taught him, and what bencfit hee 
reaped thereby. 


; FINIS. E 
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